Our Attitude Towards The World: #4
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1 John 2:15 - The problem of worldliness.
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

1 John 2:16 - The character of the world.

For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world.

1 John 2:17 - The folly of worldliness.

And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

·  There are two major points of focus in this passage of scripture.

     1. The world is passing away

     2. The will of God abides forever.

·  I like the Indians focus when it came to the things of this world.

·  I never seen a movie was the Indians didn’t believe in a place better then this world.
· In fact – they called it the “Happy Hunting Ground”  with the “Great Spirit in the Sky”
3. (1Jn_2:17) The folly of worldliness.

And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
1 John 2:17 (Amplified) 
And the world passes away and disappears, and with it the forbidden cravings (the passionate desires, the lust) of it; but he who does the will of God and carries out His purposes in his life abides (remains) forever. 

"The world is passing away!" 

· This statement is challenged by many men today who are confident that the world—the system in which we live—is as permanent as anything can be. 

·  But the world is not permanent 

The world is passing away: 
·  This reveals the folly of worldliness. 
· What we invest into the world we invest into what cannot last because the world is passing away. 
·  As we saw with the example of the tower of Babel, the world never wins out against God, though by some appearances it does.
The world is passing away. 
· It is not a prayer, not a wish, and not a spiritual sounding desire. It is the truth.    
· The only sure thing about this world system is that it is not going to be here forever. (Praise the Lord!!)
· The world is passing away, and we must live our  lives and think our thoughts aware of this truth!
The world is passing away: 
·  This is powerfully illustrated by the life of Lot in Genesis chapters 13, 14, and 19. 
·  Lot attached himself to a true spiritual man, named Abraham. 
· Yet he was selfish and chose for himself what  seemed the most lucrative, without considering the  spiritual implications of what he was doing. 
· He became financially prosperous, but pitched his  tent toward a wicked, worldly city - Sodom. 
· After a while, he was sitting in the gates of the city as one of Sodom’s civic leaders. 
·  He had worldly status, influence, wealth, and comfort.  Read Psalm 1
·  Yet, it was all taken away in a moment when the judgment of God came upon Sodom and Gomorrah. 
·  Lot put all his eggs in the wrong basket, and was burned by the fact that the world is passing away.
·  The ancient pharaohs were buried in the pyramids with all sorts of riches, which were though to be of  some use to them in the world to come. 
·  They were only of use to the grave robbers! The pharaohs could take none of their worldly stuff with  them to the world beyond. 
· No one drives through the gates of heaven with a 
    moving van filled with the stuff of this world. 

The world is passing away!

He who does the will of God abides forever: 
· This stands in strong contrast to the passing world. 
· Because some things are forever, it is much wiser to invest our lives into that which cannot be lost: doing the will of God.

· One day the system will be gone, and the pleasant attractions within it will be gone: all are passing away. What is going to last?

Only what is part of the will of God!
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Only what is part of the will of God!
·  Spiritual Christians keep themselves "loosely attached" to this world because they live for something far better. 
·  They are "strangers and pilgrims on the earth"  (Hebrews 11:13). 

·  "For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come" (Hebrews 13:14). 

·  In Bible times, many believers lived in tents because God did not want them to settle down and feel at home in this world.

·  John is contrasting two ways of life: a life lived for eternity and a life lived for time. 

· A worldly person lives for the pleasures of the flesh, but a dedicated Christian lives for the joys of the Spirit. 

·  A worldly believer lives for what he can see, the lust  of the eyes; but a spiritual believer lives for the unseen  realities of God. 

·  A worldly minded person lives for the pride of life, the vainglory that appeals to men; but a Christian who  does the will of God lives for God's approval. And he "abides forever."

·  Every great nation in history has become decadent  and has finally been conquered by another nation. 

·  There is no reason why we should suppose that our nation will be an exception.

· Some nineteen world civilizations in the past have

    slipped into oblivion. 

·  There is no reason why we should think that our present civilization will endure forever. 

·  Change and decay are around us, and if our civilization is not eroded by change and decay it will certainly be swept away and replaced by a new order of things at the coming of Christ, which could happen at any time.

·  Slowly but inevitably, and perhaps sooner than even Christians think, the world is passing away; but the man who does God's will abides forever.

·  Christians who dedicate themselves to doing God's  will—to obeying God—"abide [remain] forever." 
· Long after this world system, with its vaunted culture, ts proud philosophies, its egocentric intellectualism, and its godless materialism, has been forgotten, and long after this planet has been replaced by the new heavens and the new earth, God's faithful servants will  remain—sharing the glory of God for all eternity.

·  This present world system is not a lasting one. "The fashion of this world passes away". 

Lets visit the book of Daniel

(Daniel 2:31-35) Daniel describes Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.

(31) “You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was  excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. 
(32) This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze.

(33) Its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 
(34) You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 
(35) Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind

carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.”
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(Daniel 2:36-45) The interpretation of the dream.

(36)  “This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 
(37) You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of  heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory.

(38) And wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your hand, and has made you 
ruler over them all; you are this head of gold. 
(39) But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior  to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze,  which shall rule over all the earth. 
(40) And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. 
(41) Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of  potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 
(42)  And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. 
(43) As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will  mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 
(44)  And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 
(45) Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in  pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”
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The legs of iron and feet of iron and clay 

·  The Roman Empire. Iron represents strength but clay represents weakness. 

·  Rome was strong in law, organization, and military might; but the empire included so many different  peoples that this created weakness. 

·  The final world empire will be according to the nature of clay mixed with iron. 

·  It will have more the image of true strength than the substance of strength.

"The people will be a mixture and will not remain united" 

Daniel 2:43                                                                                                                      As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay.

According to history:

·  The Babylonian Empire stood for 66 years

·  The Medo-Persian Empire for 208 years

·  The Grecian Empire for 185 years 

·  The Roman Empire stood for more than 500 years.

·  The Second Coming of Jesus Christ will remove all powers to be. (Praise the Lord!!)
The destruction of the image 
The coming of Jesus Christ, the Stone, to judge His enemies and establish His universal kingdom.
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