Our Attitude Towards The World: #5
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Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 

what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Not my will, but your will be done!
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The New Testament has quite a bit to say about "the will of God." 

·  One of the "fringe benefits" of salvation is the  privilege of knowing God's will. “Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth “.(Acts 22:14). 
·  In fact, God wants us to be "filled with the knowledge of His will" (Colossians 1:9). 
· The will of God is not something that we consult occasionally like an encyclopedia. 
· It is something that completely controls our lives. 
· The issue for a dedicated Christian is not simply, "Is it right or wrong?" or "Is it good or bad?"

· The key issue is, "Is this the will of God for me?"

·  God wants us to understand His will, not just know what it is. 
·  "He made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto the children of Israel" (Psalm 103:7). 

· Israel knew what God was doing, but Moses knew why He was doing it! It is important that we understand God's will for our lives and see the purposes He is fulfilling.
·  After we know the will of God, we should do it from the heart. 
· It is not by talking about the Lord's will that we please Him, but by doing what He tells us (Matthew 7:21). 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
·  And the more we obey God, the better able we are to "find and follow God's will". 

·  Discovering and doing God's will is something like learning to swim: you must get in the water before it becomes real to you. 

·  The more we obey God, the more proficient we become in knowing what He wants us to do.

·  God's goal for us is that we will "stand ... complete in  all the will of God". This means to be mature in God's will.

How does one discover the will of God? 

The process begins with surrender:                   

·  "Present your bodies a living sacrifice... 

·  Be not conformed to this world ... 

·  That ye may prove [know by experience] what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God"  (Romans 12:1-2). 

·  A Christian who loves the world will never know the will of God in this way. 

·  The Father shares His secrets with those who obey Him. "If any man is willing to do His will, he shall  know of the doctrine" (John 7:17). 

· And God's will is not a "spiritual cafeteria" where a Christian takes what he wants and rejects the rest! 

·  No, the will of God must be accepted in its entirety.

·  This involves a personal surrender to God of one's entire life.

·  God reveals His will to us through His Word. "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path" (Psalm 119:105). 

·  A worldly believer has no appetite for the Bible. 

·  When he reads it, he gets little or nothing from it But a spiritual believer, who spends time daily reading the Bible and meditating on it, finds God's will there and applies it to his everyday life.
· We may also learn God's will through circumstances. 

·  God moves in wonderful ways to open and close doors.

·  We must test this kind of leading by the Word of God—and not test the Bible's clear teaching by circumstances!

·  Finally, God leads us into His will through prayer and the working of His Spirit in our hearts. 

·  As we pray about a decision, the Spirit speaks to us. An "inner voice" may agree with the leading of  circumstances. 

· We are never to follow this "inner voice" alone: we must always test it by the Bible, for it is possible for the flesh (or for Satan) to use circumstances—or "feelings"—to lead us completely astray.

·  To sum it up, a Christian is in the world physically, but he is not of the world spiritually. 

·  Christ has sent us into the world to bear witness of  Him. Like a scuba diver, we must live in an alien element, and if we are not careful, the alien element will stifle us. 

·  A Christian cannot help being in the world, but when the world is in the Christian, trouble starts!

· The world gets into a Christian through his heart: "Love not the world!" 

·  Anything that robs a Christian of his enjoyment of the Father's love, or of his desire to do the Father's will, is worldly and must be avoided. 

·  Every believer, on the basis of God's Word, must identify those things for himself.

·  A Christian must decide, "Will I live for the present only, or will I live for the will of God and abide forever?" 

·  Jesus illustrated this choice by telling about two men. One built on the sand and the other on the rock (Matthew 7:24-27). 

· Paul referred to the same choice by describing two kinds of material for building: temporary and permanent (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).
Love for the world is the love God hates. 

·  It is the love a Christian must shun at all costs!

In summary, we are to LOVE the Creator of this world, but not caught up in the system of the world.

· This joy that  I have, the world didn’t give it to me.
· This peace that I have , the world didn’t give it to me.
· This salvation that I have, the world didn’t give it to me.
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