
Praying	Together	
Your	Life	Group	is	a	time	to	build	solid	Christian	relationships,	explore	the	
Scripture	together,	and	pray.	Share	some	personal	prayer	items	with	each	
other,	jotting	things	down	in	the	space	below	so	you	can	continue	to	pray	at	
home.	That’s	how	Community	Covenant	engages	in	regular	prayer.	

	

Prayer	For	Each	Other	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Prayers	For	the	Church	

• Pray	for	church	unity	
• Pray	for	our	leaders	as	they	seek	to	discern	God’s	direction	as	we	

set	up	a	pastoral	search	committee	
• Pray	for	our	Church	Ministries	
• Pray	for	those	dealing	with	recent	tragedies	and	natural	disasters	

 

 

 

Pray	for	our	community	and	the	world	

	

	
	

Building	Unity	
John	17:	20-26	
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Before	You	Unroll	the	Blueprints:	
Did	you	like	doing	group	projects	when	you	were	in	school?	Why	or	why	
not?	

	

	

Opening	the	Blueprints:		
What	do	you	think	a	church	looks	like	that	is	totally	unified?	What	is	a	
church	like	where	there	are	divisions	among	the	people?	What	do	you	think	
causes	some	churches	to	enjoy	unity	while	others	are	divided?	

	

	

	

Read	John	17:20-26.	If	you	have	time,	take	a	few	extra	minutes	to	read	the	
whole	chapter;	if	not,	make	sure	you	note	that	our	text	is	at	the	end	of	
Jesus’	lengthy	prayer	before	his	arrest	in	the	garden.	Who	is	Jesus	praying	
for	in	verses	20-26?	What	jumped	out	at	you	from	that	section?		

	

	

	

Notice	how	close	Jesus	is	with	his	Father	(you	may	also	want	to	see	John	
5:19-20	and	John	10:30).	Does	the	concept	of	the	Father	living	in	
harmonious	fellowship	with	the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit	alter	your	view	of	
God?	How?	Now	notice	that	Jesus	prays	that	his	church	will	mirror	the	
oneness	of	the	Father	and	Son	(verse	21).	What	do	you	think	would	
characterize	such	a	church?	

	

	

Pay	close	attention	to	verse	21,	and	notice	how	Jesus	desires	the	church	to	
join	in	on	the	fellowship	he	has	with	his	Father.	How	is	that	possible?	What	
can	the	church	do	to	be	in	such	close	fellowship	with	God?	What	might	get	
in	the	way	of	that	fellowship?	Read	verse	23,	and	ponder	the	first	half.	How	
does	the	Son	being	“in”	the	church	contribute	to	making	the	church	one?	

	

	

The	rest	of	verse	23	includes	an	additional	thought.	The	Son	dwelling	in	us	
leads	to	our	unity,	and	results	in	something	amazing.	What	is	that	according	
to	this	verse?	Just	as	Jesus	has	already	indicated	in	verse	21,	our	oneness	
with	the	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit	results	in	the	world	believing.	Explore	
that:	how	does	that	work?		

	

	

	
Getting	into	the	Superstructure:	
What	about	Community	Covenant	Church?	Do	you	think	our	church	is	
unified?	What	evidence	would	you	point	out	to	back	that	up?	What	tangible	
actions	could	we	take	to	develop	greater	unity?	

	

	

	

Taking	Some	Personal	Measurements:		
Ultimately,	any	talk	of	unity	comes	down	to	each	person.	How	are	you	
contributing	to	the	unity	of	our	church?	Considering	Jesus’	prayer,	what	
actions	could	you	take	as	a	member	of	the	church	to	contribute	to	our	
unity?	Note:	If	you	really	want	to	dig	into	the	concept	of	the	church	as	a	
unified	community	of	disciples,	read	Dietrich	Bonhoeffer’s	classic,	Life	
Together.	


