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THE HOPE OF RESURRECTION

_| LuLc 24: 31, 32 The resurrection is an event of }ﬂstorg because it was Prlmarl]g an exPerl~

ence O)C revolutlonarg l"IOPC WC are certain ti"lC dISCIP!CS had a ]FC changmg CXPCI‘!CF\CC OF

hopc on that first E_astcr. Judas betragal and suncnde, Fcter’s clcmal, the mockerg oxCJustlce

in Filate’s courtroom, the inhumam’tg of the street mob, the consPiracg of the re!igious estab-

lishment and the Roman state, the crown of thorns) and the cross upon which Christ was cru-

cified; all of these had left the followers of Jesus in utter clesPair. When dcspair dominates

a man or a movement, death is not far behind.

lee desPair of the disciples almost meant the death of Cl—lristianity. Bewi!derec{, tl—\eg thought theg had been
Fo”owing the genuine Messiah and not an imPossib]e dreamer. ]nto the lives of the ear]g Clﬂris’cians the resurrec-
tion brought a revolutionarg hoPC. (Christ was alive! Death had been conquered! The Promises of (God had
been fulfilled and could be trusted. Tl’le IwoPe of the resurrection caused Jesus’ followers to move from the des-
Pair of dec]aring, “look what the world has come EoRSe Proclaiming instead “look what has come to the world!”
lee revolutionarg l'mope of the resurrection means courage to face the future without fear. When the ear]g
Cl'lristians grasped the meaning of the resurrection, theg were no !onger victims of cJesPair but victors in hoPe.
(Christians affirm the future even though we cannot Predict its outcome. | he courage to face the future without
fearis neither an casy oPtimism nor a brief inevitable process, instead, it is a confidence that, no matter what l’laP~
pens in the future, (God will cventua”g triumPH T his kind of hope gives us confidence in a life after death. But
the courage to face the future is not reserved simplﬂ for those Facing death. Tl’]e l'loPe of the resurrection is nec-
essary for facing the daily decisions of life as well. he hope of the resurrection means restless impatience with
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the status quo. Oncc the car]g Christians cxPcricnccd the hopc of the resurrection the triumph of Gocl in human
life ti—leg overcame their moral inertia and became mora”g involved in the world. “Whoever is sent through I” aster
into historg with a great hopc can no ]ongcr be satisfied with an anxious affirmation of the status quo in the world
but is called to transform the world through sugering and obedience” (Mo]tmann). Revolutior\ay hope in the fu-
ture breeds a restless impatience with injustices and inequalities, and people are motivated to make human life
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more human. | he church comes alive tl'lrough volunteers who want to bring Cl’]rist’s kingdom on earth.

The revo!utionarg hopc of the resurrection means ajogous celebration of the Present Because of [” aster
Cl’lristians can Findjog in their existence. The church is the direct consequence of the resurrection. T!‘IC disci-
P]es overcame their despair and organizecl the church as the ]iving boc‘g of Christ in the world. Far’cicipation in this
community of revolution changecl their Perceptions so that they risked every kind of clanger and sugcring

clisaPPoin’cment in order to go “to all Peoples evergwhere” and make clisciP]es as Jesus commanded.
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IMPORTANT SPECIAL NOTICE
2015 WBWF ANNUAL CONFERENCE

In the last ten years we have noticed the attendance for our Annual Conference has declined considerably. | am
sure there may be many reasons as to why this has happened. In our last Board meeting it was suggested
that instead of an Annual Conference to have 4 regional meetings a year. Thus, making it easier and closer for
our ministers to attend. Several Pastors across the country have told us they would be happy for their church
to host a WBWF Conference. Therefore, this year we are not going to have an annual meeting. We are planning
to have four. Please note the one that works for you, and please put forth a special effort to attend. If at all
possible, bring a representation from your church. It will be an encouragement to us and | know it will be a great

blessing to you.

WHEN: March 4t & 5t

PLACE: Largo, FL

CHURCH:

Christian Fellowship Church

900 Starkey Rd.
Largo, FL 33771

PHONE: 301-723-041&

PASTOR: Rev. Stephen Gulbronson

WHEN: June 24t & 25th
PLACE: Wichita, KS
WHERE:

Best Western Hotel

BPSENS 54 SN (L1355 Exit #113)
Wichita, KS

CONTACT: Rev. Beth Ann Hardin
PHONE: 316-648-4335

WHEN: May 20t & 2 1=t
PLACE: Bridgeport, WV
CHURCH:
Bethel Temple Christian Center
133 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WY 26330

PHONE: 304-8642-4852
PASTOR: Rev. James Gizzi

WHEN: November 4t & 5t

PLACE: Porterville, CA

CHURCH: Gospel Lighthouse Church
605 E. Henderson
Porterville, CA 93257

PHONE: 559-361-5238&

PASTOR: Rev. David Martin

REG. REP: Rev. Richard Jacobs, Jr.

707-334-5757

SCHEDULE FOR CONFERENCES IN 2015

|nformation for accommodations to the various motels, locations and Phone numbers will be

sent out as the time For each comccrence aPProaches.

Marcl'l (Conference in Largo, Florida - the motels are:

Hampton Jnn 100 . PBay Dr. [ argo, L
Holiday ]rm Express 210 Seminole Plvd. Largo, L

(Fh: 727-585-3%%3)
(Th: 727-581-3900)




TRUSTINGIN TRIAL

hcalthg and the business is Promcitable.

T rust in 5ourscllc and you are doomed to disaPPointmcnt; trust in your friends and
theg will die and leave you. T rustin (God and you will never be confounded in time or
eternitg. ]t is a weak faith that can exercise itself on]g when friends are true, the bodg

Rcal faith clings to the | ord’s Promiscs and relies on [is faithfulness when loved ones
leavc, health depar’cs and dark clouds obscure our future. As Job once Proc]aimecl
from a heart that had exPerienced the truth of God’s Faitl'ncu]ncss; “t}nouglﬂ He slag me,
| will trust [Him”. Can| say it when | feel the searing fire, when my fondest dreams lie
shattercd’ when my hoPc and fond desire are gone? “Though Hc slag me, ] will trust
[Him”, for He knowsjust how to mold, how to melt and shaPe my sPirit. [t has been well
said, “Reason can only lift a happg tune when the sun shines, but
faith is an eternal songster”. Do we murmur and rebel in our hour

of trial or do we trust the | ord imP]icitlg?

Remember, true faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and
therefore receives the imPossiHel (Can we trust [Him when it

seems the hardest t}wing of all?

THINK ABOUT [T /

How do | know that Jcsus | ives?

More than three women witnessed the emptfj tomb.

Fetcr and Jol’m witnessed the cmpty tomb.

The rulers of Jerusalem believed it and ge”ccl

“Thie)cl” to try to cover it up.

Faul states that over 500 men saw Jesus alive
after his resurrection.

lec c!’wange in attitude of the disciplcs‘

lec inabilitg of his enemies to silence his witness

in two thousand years.

The Freachcr’s Comer
CHRIST'SGIFTS

f"]c gives us many wonderful gixcts.

We will ]istjust three:
i. | ife
a) Erjogable life ~John 10: 10
b) [ ternallife — John 11:25,26; John3:16
2. Love
a) [aithful love = John 15: 13
b) !:orgiving love — | Jol’m i:9
5. | iberty

fﬂis presence in the Church toc{ay‘

The witness in my own heart.

a) [rom sin — 2 (Corinthians 5: 17

b) From sinful habits — John 8:32-%¢

c) From sickness — |saiah 5%: 5

All these gi{:ts are free. Thcy are for us.

Howcvcr, thcy are of no value

until we acccpt them.
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The Photo on the upper left is one of many taken by the Hubble

telescope. It is called “Pillars of Creation”. This generation is

blessed in that we are witnessing more of God’s creations than any
other generation before us. Just another sign in the heavens.
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One day in the Garden of Eden, Adam asked Eve,
"Do you really and truly love me?"

"Who Else?" Eve replied.
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