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Lois Emr Blackwell 
What in the world is a Costa Rican woman doing living in hillbilly country?!! 

Only God Knows! I was born to missionary parents, David and Georgina Solt, 
and lived 17 years in Central America. I am a registered nurse and was married 
to Doug Emr for 31 years. After serving in pastoral ministries in Pennsylvania our 
family with four children moved to Ukraine in the former Soviet Union. Doug 
started a Bible College and founded 8 churches pastored by nationals: 1994 to 2002. At 
age 54 he died suddenly in July 2002 of cardiac problems. I returned to Pennsylvania to 
my adult children. 

In 2004 I married Pastor John Blackwell after meeting him on a Christian website. 
We were near Nashville for 10 Years Pastoring Ridgetop Baptist Church. In April 2014 
we moved to Martin where John had lived for 40 years and now pastors Mt. Pelia 
Baptist Church. I tried to find a nursing job but God closed the doors. God led me 
to Agape House in 2016 where I am a Patient Coordinator. I love this ministry where 
I can encourage young people in life's challenging problems. 

Life is precious to me because I have a special grandson who was born in 2009. 
My daughter was encourage to abort him by four doctors. Isaiah Miller was 
born 8 years ago and is bright with a love for life in third grade! He has had 20 
surgeries and I have traveled to Pennsylvania to help with his care. Two years later baby 
girl, Vera Emr, died at 2 weeks from brain anoxia. In 2013 another grandson, Jude, was 
born at 25 weeks and weighed 1 pound 11 ounces. He spent 6 months in a hospital 
and now is now a thriving 4 year old. Yes, life is very precious to me! Agape House 
allows me to use my Spanish, nursing and love for Christ with young people. 
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What is your favorite part of being a pastor? 
One of my favorite parts of being a pastor is sharing with others the good 

news of God's love hope, grace, forgiveness, and salvation through Jesus 

Christ. My other favorite part is getting to be a part of people's lives who are 

being radically transformed by God's love, hope, grace, forgiveness and 

salvation through Jesus Christ. 

With so many wonderful ministries needing support why do you 

make it a priority to support Agape House? 
The reason we are such big supporters of Agape House and its ministries 

is because it allows us to be a part of being a voice for the unborn whose 
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voice cannot be heard. God is the Creator and giver of life. Every child, even in his/her mother's womb, is the marvelous and 

wonderful creation of God Himself. God has a purpose and plan for that child's life. We want to be a part of seeing that purpose 

and plan realized. We also want to be a part of ministering to moms and dads who are confused, hurting, and/or deceived into 

thinking abortion is an answer or solution to whatever they are going through. They have no idea the guilt, shame, regret, and 

pain they will deal with the rest of their lives if they choose to abort their child. In short, we believe Agape House is helping to 

save both the unborn as well as the parents of the unborn giving both the opportunity to realize the incredible gift of life! 

Do you have any advice for individuals or organizations thinking of partnering with Agape House? 
Visit the clinic. Talk to the staff. Let them share with you and your church the good work God is doing through AH. 

Then pray. Ask God how He wants you and your church to get involved. There are many ways you can partner 

whether it be through giving, prayer, and/or volunteering. 

Anything about you or your life you would like people to know about you? 
Most people know this but I am a Kentucky boy so that makes me a HUGE KY Wildcat basketball fan. I have taken up golf, but I'm 

not very good. I love music. My favorite thing to do is spending time with my wife and kids. 








