He’s writing His-Story

Acts 12:1-16; Matthew 11:1-11; Hebrews 11
The last time the Elders met 
Talked/prayed about things going on in our world, families and people's lives

Be good if I spent a couple of weeks talking about how tho look at, think and pray

Family struggles, financial struggles, addictions, conflict, world issues, and health issues

What in the world is happening with the world?
It seems like at every turn there is a new ‘curveball’ 

Here’s what I know about you:  
· It wasn’t very many overpasses back that you were going through some sort of a trial

· Or you are right in a the midst of a trial

· Or not too long from now you’ll drive into a trial

What do I do when life throws a curveball?
How do I understand the teachings of Scripture about prayer and faith and trials and struggles?
Last week I talked about prayer in the midst of trails and struggles
This week … as we look at struggles and trials let me talk about faith’s part
As a follower of Jesus --- Trusting Jesus with my past, present and future is the only way that this life is lived

That is what being a follower of Jesus is

Faith is incalculably important 
Following Jesus can’t happen without faith

30 years after Jesus left earth – the letter that we call ‘Hebrews’ was written

It was written to a group of Jesus’ followers who were experiencing persecution for being a follower

They were finding it hard to keep trusting Jesus with their present and their future

They were considering turning away from following Jesus and returning to main line Jewish ways.

They were ‘loosing’ faith

The writer reminded them:
It is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.  Hebrews 11:6 (New Living Translation - NLT)

The life that we are living is a life of faith

Clear back starting with Abraham God said:  The righteous live by faith.
Trusting into God’s care my past, my present and my future …

Jesus said that all that was necessary was the --- Faith of a mustard seed
There’s confusion about this ‘faith’ and ‘believe’ thing

‘You just gotta believe’

But we don’t live this life of faith by having faith in faith

Somehow there is power in believing …

We live by putting our faith in Jesus 
Faith doesn’t get anchored in faith

Faith doesn't get anchored in my goodness 
The strength of my faith 

Faith doesn't get anchored in my actions

Faith is anchored in Jesus
God is writing a story 
Long, really long story

Characters in every time period

Characters in every region of the world

He's the author

People play a part in that story 

With their faith
With their prayers with their obedience 

People get confused and begin to think that by their faith, obedience and prayer that they somehow become the author – somehow dictating how the story goes
It is the same faith in Jesus at work:

When the story God is writing twists and turns and ends the way I want it to end

When the story God is writing twists and turns and ends differently than the way I want it to go or end

Missionary friend – been at our church before

I want to look at two different stories that were written.

The first on is in the book of Acts

Acts is the history of early church

About 10 years after Jesus died
The church was growing and impacting the community/region in such a powerful way that the rapid growth of the church brought serious fierce opposition for the believers

About that time King Herod Agrippa began to persecute some believers in the church. He had the apostle James (John's brother) killed with a sword. 

When Herod saw how much this pleased the Jewish people, he also arrested Peter. (This took place during the Passover celebration.) Then he imprisoned him, placing him under the guard of four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring Peter out for public trial after the Passover. 

But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly for him. 

The night before Peter was to be placed on trial, he was asleep, fastened with two chains between two soldiers. Others stood guard at the prison gate. Suddenly, there was a bright light in the cell, and an angel of the Lord stood before Peter. The angel struck him on the side to awaken him and said, "Quick! Get up!" And the chains fell off his wrists. Then the angel told him, "Get dressed and put on your sandals." And he did. "Now put on your coat and follow me," the angel ordered. 

So Peter left the cell, following the angel. But all the time he thought it was a vision. He didn't realize it was actually happening. They passed the first and second guard posts and came to the iron gate leading to the city, and this opened for them all by itself. So they passed through and started walking down the street, and then the angel suddenly left him. Peter finally came to his senses. "It's really true!" he said. "The Lord has sent His angel and saved me from Herod and from what the Jewish leaders had planned to do to me!" 

When he realized this, he went to the home of Mary, the mother of John Mark, where many were gathered for prayer. He knocked at the door in the gate, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to open it. When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the door, she ran back inside and told everyone, "Peter is standing at the door!" 
"You're out of your mind!" they said. When she insisted, they decided, "It must be his angel." Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking. When they finally opened the door and saw him, they were amazed. (Acts 12:1-16 NLT)
As the story gets written there are a couple of very strange twists

Peter’s release from prison led to the execution of the two guards that were responsible for Peter and ultimately Peter being set free – by an angel

· James was executed

· Peter was set free

· The two soldiers were executed 

The group of believers had faith, they prayed and prayed, they were trusting Jesus with the events
The story ended the way that they had prayed and the way that they had believed

The Scriptures are filled with countless accounts of people praying and God answering prayer

People put their faith in God and they prayed that God would write His-Story a certain way and God answered them

God wrote the story in accordance to their prayers or ‘They prayed in accordance with how God was going to write His-Story’

God doesn’t just write the story for his purposes

God writes His-Story for a very specific purpose

We know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son … Romans 8:28-29 (New Living Translation - NLT)
The purpose in what God is doing --- making Jesus followers like Jesus

Everything God does is for the purpose of making us like Jesus 

Let’s look at another story
Matthew 11
John the Baptist, who was in prison, heard about all the things the Messiah was doing. 
John the B was in prison in Machaerus ½ way down the Dead Sea in the desert

Jesus was in Galilee

He was in prison because he had come against Herod’s marriage to Herodius

Josephus says that JB was executed in Machaerus in 32AD

So he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the Messiah we’ve been expecting, or should we keep looking for someone else?”

Jesus told them, “Go back to John and tell him what you have heard and seen— the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News is being preached to the poor. And tell him, ‘God blesses those who do not turn away because of me.’”
As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began talking about him to the crowds. “What kind of man did you go into the wilderness to see? Was he a weak reed, swayed by every breath of wind? Or were you expecting to see a man dressed in expensive clothes? No, people with expensive clothes live in palaces. Were you looking for a prophet? Yes, and he is more than a prophet.”
“I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John the Baptist.” Matthew 11:1-11 (New Living Translation - NLT)

God blesses those who do not turn away because of me.
This is the last thing that Jesus tells John’s disciples before they start the long journey back to Machaerus 

God blesses those who do not turn away … 

Why turn away?

Because of me…
Why because of Jesus?

Why would people turn away because of Jesus?

Because Jesus isn’t going to travel to Machaerus to set JB free
John is not going to be set free

John is going to die in prison

John has been praying and wondering ... is the story really going to end this way

Won’t the end of the story be that I’ll be free

Won’t God write JB into freedom?
Jesus is saying that the story is going to end differently than John expects it to
God blesses those who don’t turn away because the story is going to end differently than hoped.
Trials have a purpose

We can ignore pleasure. But pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world....No doubt pain as God's megaphone is a terrible instrument; it may lead to final and unrepented rebellion. But it gives the only opportunity the bad man can have for amendment. It removes the veil; It plants the flag of truth within the fortress of the rebel soul.  ― C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain
Trials have a purpose

God allows the trials to come our way

He doesn’t always smooth out the road

He doesn’t remove the potholes and trees that have fallen across the road

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  James 1:2-4 (New International Version - NIV 1984)

Consider it pure joy whenever the story doesn’t go the way that you expect it to

Consider it pure joy whenever the story includes all kinds of different trials and struggles

The trials test your ‘faith’ --- will I trust when the story is not being written in the way that I want it to be written?
The way the story is being written tests my faith and perseverance is developed in my life.

Without the story being written with trials perseverance would not be developed in my life.

When the story is written in a way that perseverance is developed in my life I enter into the process of maturing and becoming complete.
If God wrote the story without trials would I ever become complete?

Prayer, obedience and faith play a part in the story written the way we pray for it to be written
Prayer, obedience and faith play a part in the story being written differently than what we pray for 

Remember when I talked earlier about the letter to the Hebrews

It was written to people who were on the verge of --- turning away because of Jesus 

Turning away because of the trials that God allowed across their path

The writer of the letter reminds them of what have been called ‘Heroes of the faith.’

By faith Abel gave a better sacrifice

By faith Enoch was taken up

By faith Noah built and ark

By faith Abraham obeyed and left home

By faith Isaac

By faith Jacob

By faith Joseph

By faith Moses’ parents saved him

By faith Moses left Egypt

By faith the people of Israel marched around the walls of Jericho

By faith Rahab a friendly welcome to the spies

How much more do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets. By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions, quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put whole armies to flight. Women received their loved ones back again from death. (Hebrews 11:32-35 NLT)

Others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free. They placed their hope in a better life after the resurrection. Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were chained in prisons. Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, [some were tested,] and others were killed with the sword. Some went about wearing skins of sheep and goats, destitute and oppressed and mistreated. They were too good for this world, wandering over deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground. All these people earned a good reputation because of their faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised. For God had something better in mind for us, so that they would not reach perfection without us.  (Hebrews 11:35-40 NLT)
It takes just as much faith to pray your way through a trial as it does to pray your way out of a trial.
Pray, pray, pray

Pray in faith 

He’s writing a story and ultimately the ending of the story is dependent on Him and not you!

