Freely you have received, freely give … HOPE

12.07.2014

We are focusing on the idea of generosity from a scripture that we’ll look at in a minute
Everyone is aware of the idea of giving

But generosity is significantly different than giving

When thinking about GIVING – the Human tendency is to have an eye open FOR something/GET something

Look for something in return

· Gift exchanges

· Give in hopes that someone will ‘like’ us

· I could be part of their group

They are all asking the question:  What’s in it for ME?

Generosity is different
Generosity is giving without reciprocity 

Generosity is giving with no thought of getting in return

The equation of generosity does not consider getting something in return 

Reciprocity is not found in the equation

Synonyms: liberality, lavishness, openhandedness, free-handedness

Generosity was one of the highest values that Jesus taught and modeled

Jesus message was:  Give, give, and give – without thought of getting something in return - Generosity

· Give to those who ask

· When you give to those in need

· Give your gifts in private

· He told the rich young ruler to sell everything he had and to give to the poor

· Someone is hungry give them something to eat, thirsty – drink, naked – clothes

· Give and you will receive

Giving is a/can be a one-time event

Generosity is a way of life 

It grows, it changes, and it takes over every area of a person’s life

Here’s the verse that we are using as a jumping off point for our Christmas series.

Jesus was send out the disciples 

Jesus called his twelve disciples together and gave them authority to cast out evil spirits and to heal every kind of disease and illness. … Jesus sent out the twelve apostles with these instructions: Go and announce that the Kingdom of Heaven is near.  Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely as you have received!  Matthew 10:1-8 (NLT)

Give as freely as you have received!

Wherever you go --- give

Whoever you come into contact with give

I want to talk about a specific idea behind giving today

I want to talk for a few minutes about --- you and I living a life of generosity in the area of HOPE
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  (Romans 15:13 ESV)
Hope is a big deal in our world

Immanuel Kant - German philosopher - said that there are three questions that everyone asks:
“What can I know?” 
“What shall I do?” 
“For what shall I hope?”
Hope is the heart's deepest longing.  David Aikman
Take hope from the heart of man and you make him a beast of prey.  Maria Louise Ramé

The word hope is used almost daily:

• When they started their life together, they were young and full of hope.

• Rescuers have not yet abandoned hope that more survivors will be found.

• The drug has brought hope to thousands of sufferers.

• We allowed ourselves to entertain hopes that the crisis would end soon.

• The goal raised the hopes of the team.

• The hope is that there will be a settlement soon.

• The lawyers do not want to raise false hopes of an early settlement.

• He told them the truth with the hope that they would understand.

• He had little hope of attending college.

• The latest reports hold out hope for a possible end to this crisis.

Hope is not something that the world dispenses very often

Hope is not the message of our world

Man can count on no one but himself; he is alone, abandoned on earth in the midst of his infinite responsibilities, without help, with no other aim than the one he sets himself, with no other destiny than the one he forges for himself on this earth.  Jean-Paul Sarte

That is a bleak view of life ---- that kind of thinking/writing/philosophy leads to hopelessness
The world is full of those kinds of messages … the come out in music, writings, and entertainment
The longing, unhappiness, frustration, and discontentment that is characteristic of the human race

Are often a sign, an indicator, of the lack of hope

I can’t get no satisfaction – The Rolling Stones

I still haven’t found what I’m looking for – U2 

Blessed is he who expects nothing, for he shall never be disappointed.  Alexander Pope

Things are going to get a lot worse before they get worse. Lily Tomlin

Life is just a dirty trick, a short journey from nothingness to nothingness. There is no remedy for anything in life. Man’s destiny in the universe is like a colony of ants on a burning log.  Ernest Hemingway
Hope is a big deal – REALLY BIG DEAL
The lack of hope is a big deal

Take from us our wealth and we are hindered. Take our health and we are handicapped.  Take our purpose and we are slowed, temporarily confused. But take away our hope and we are plunged into deepest darkness.........stopped dead in our tracks, paralyzed.  Chuck Swindoll

When Dr. Jerome Groopman diagnosed patients with serious diseases, the Harvard Medical School professor discovered that all of them were "looking for a sense of genuine hope—and indeed, that hope was as important to them as anything he might prescribe as a physician." 
Even with all the medical technology available to us now he discovered that, "we still come back to this profound human need to believe that there is a possibility to reach a future that is better than the one in the present." (Rachel K. Sobel, "The Mysteries of Hope and Healing," U.S. News and World Report, 1-26-04) 
Hope is the fuel that the human heart runs on. A car crash or a diving accident can paralyze a body, but the death of hope paralyzes the spirit.  John Ortberg

Every follower of Jesus is called to be a steward of hope

Ambassador of Hope
Every person you come into contact with

Every situation you find yourself in
View should be: How can I bring hope into the situation?
How can I give this person a taste of hope?
Freely we have received hope – Freely we are to give hope

Generosity is looking for ways to sow a seed of hope into people

Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.  1 Corinthians 13:13 (NLT)
Hope is not a portion of what Jesus is all about

Hope is not some colorful sprinkle on top of some cookie

Hope is the at the center of Jesus coming into this world

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining,

It is the night of the dear Saviour's birth.

Long lay the world in sin and error pining.

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.

Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices!

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices

Hope emboldens/encourages a weary person

Hope that is found in Jesus will cause a person to rejoice

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep,
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

The hopes and fears of all the years – eons of time – the hopes /fears were met in Jesus

Hope is used 52 times in the NT

From the Apostle Paul’s prayer that we looked at as our verse for today

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  (Romans 15:13 ESV)
Paul told Timothy the pastor of the church in Ephesus

This is why we work hard and continue to struggle, for our hope is in the living God… (1 Timothy 4:10 NLT)
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep His promise.  Hebrews 10:23 (NLT)
Matthew when writing his account of the life of Jesus quoted the Prophet Isaiah regarding the coming of Jesus

His name will be the hope of all the world.  Matthew 12:21 (NLT)
OUR world needs hope

YOUR world needs hope

MY world needs hope

Jesus told his disciples to give just as freely as they had received
To give hope …
The Apostle Paul reminded Jesus’ followers that at one time they were without hope

In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and without hope.  (Ephesians 2:12 NLT)

But Paul doesn’t leave the message with them … that they were at one time without hope – He continues

But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you have been brought near to Him through the blood of Christ. For Christ Himself has brought peace to us. (Ephesians 2:13-14 NLT)

As people who have freely received – we are called to freely give

We are charged with delivering hope wherever we go, wherever we can, in every situation that we can possibly deliver hope 

Every time you engage in the battle, every time you resist sin, every time you proclaim the gospel, every time you give a portion of your resources for the spread of the kingdom, every time you offer a cup of cold water in Jesus’ name, every time you “wait on the Lord”—every time, the darkness gets pushed back a little more and the light gets a little stronger. John Ortberg
UPS Delivery ---- Watch this video

What if we lived life like that?

Delivering HOPE wherever we went

This is HOPE day!

I’m so proud of our church

· CA

· 3rd year in a row – Good Cheer Banquet

· Matching # --- That church does good stuff

Hope has been placed in us so that we can give HOPE

Lady I ran into … Keep praying … God will work ---- This will turn around

Wrap this up

I want you to consider where, who, how you can bring hope into your world this week

You are not responsible to deliver hope in my world

You have a route 

Your are responsible to deliver hope our your route

Come thou Long Expected Jesus -- Watch this

Consider who you can deliver hope to this week

Pray for them

Pray for yourself that you’ll be in tune with the nudges of the HS

Deliver hope to the address that the HS desires you to deliver it.

