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Peace Inside

Every year when Christmas time rolls around – the words Peace on Earth are a common theme 

In stores, towns, cards --- all kinds of places the idea – Peace on Earth – declared

Drive up from the ferry – Clinton Progressive Hall – Peace on Earth is on the reader board.

Lead article in the ST on Saturday was Peace Agreement regarding the five year civil war in Syria.

Peace Keeper troops 
Peace is a big deal

Yet peace is illusive – Families can’t find it, businesses can’t find it, neighbors can’t find it, teams can’t find it, cities can’t find it, countries can’t find it 

Peace is a really big deal - Yet peace slips away

No matter what area of life – peace cannot be captured for more than a moment

2012 – Charlie Brown Comic Strip – 4 Parts to the Slide
The reason that PEACE gets a lot of press around Christmas is that angels appeared to shepherds out in the field declaring – Peace on Earth
Here’s how Dr. Luke recorded the events of the birth of Jesus – and the origin of the phrase – peace on earth

That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” Luke 2:8-15 (NLT)

The Angels were proclaiming what had been spoken by the HS through the prophet Isaiah 700 years before. 

When the ‘Messiah’ arrives and is revealed there would be Peace on Earth

Through the HS Isaiah described the ‘Messiah’ this way:

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.  The government will rest on his shoulders.  And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Isaiah 9:6 (NLT)

The promise of the coming Messiah carried with it the message of peace

The arrival of the Messiah was anticipated for generations

Finally for a nation that had been in perpetual conflict with the surrounding nations there would be PEACE

Surely there would be PEACE – Wasn’t one of the royal titles of the Messiah – Prince of Peace 

Peace didn’t come with the birth of the Messiah

At least not the kind of peace that the people of Israel anticipated

Peace didn’t come through his teachings

Peace didn’t come through his miracles

Peace didn’t come because of the gigantic crowds that followed him.

Peace just didn’t come

Were the angels that declared – Peace on Earth lying?  Were they mistaken?  

PI + PO = POE

PI – Peace Inside

Peace Inside is absolutely essential

If you didn’t get a chance to be here or listen online I would encourage you to go online

PI is absolutely essential
PI – Peace Inside

PO – Peace Outside

A person can’t really accomplish PO - what we are talking about today if you don’t have PI 

A person’s PI level will have significant impact/determination on their PO
Someone will have a very hard time getting to PO without constant attention to PI
Anytime someone thinks that they are good on the PI area but there is no PO they have to ask why?

Evaluate – is there no PO because of a lack of PI on my part?

Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.   Romans 14:19 NIV
Live in peace with each other.  1 Thessalonians 5:11-13 NIV

Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 

Hebrews 12:14 NIV
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Romans 12:18 NIV
Those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness. James 3:18 (NLT)

As you can see from this sampling of directives by the Apostle Paul and the writer of the letter to Hebrew believers the early followers of Jesus understood that a priority of their relationships was peace with each other.
One day an expert of the law – Lawyer – visited Jesus trying to trap him in some particulars of the law
Jesus, in your opinion which of the commandments is most important?
The most important commandment – Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength
There is another commandment that is equally ‘most important’

Love your neighbor as yourself
Love for God and Love for another person can’t be separated
When someone loves God – truly loves God – they will love others

Loving others will be a priority in life

Love pursues peace
Love looks to bring peace at every turn

If there is someone in your family that is working for peace – it should be the follower of Jesus
If there is someone at your work place that should be working for peace it should be the follower of Jesus

If there is someone in your circle of friends that is working for peace
If a follower of Jesus is always surrounded by conflict/tension/quarreling/division there is something not right
Just following Jesus won’t bring peace in the follower’s life
Following Jesus will bring the power of Jesus, the wisdom of Jesus and the love of Jesus into the life of the follower

Jesus is the Prince of Peace 

Peace takes work – lots of work
Peace is a daily, a weekly, a monthly process, gradually changing opinions, slowly eroding old barriers, quietly building new structures.  ~ John F. Kennedy

The follower of Jesus doesn’t have to pursue peace in their own strength or wisdom or love
BUT – BUT
The follower of Jesus has to work at it

The Apostle Peter instructed followers of Jesus who were going through significant hardship following Jesus 
Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it.  1 Peter 3:10-11 NIV

Notice what the Apostle Peter said:  
Whoever would love life and see good days

Couldn’t this describe what every person wants?

Couldn’t that line describe our constitution – Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of happiness

Seek peace
Pursue it
Seek peace – pursue it
Chase it
Go looking for it – hunt for it – search for it 
Loving your neighbor with all of your heart includes – SEEKING PEACE AND PURSUING IT
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Romans 12:18 NIV

If it is possible … Not always possible – if there is any chance … If there is any possibility 
Jesus’ life shows us that it is not always possible to have peace
There were regular moments/events of conflict and tension

If it is possible

Phone Conversation:  You are not going to manipulate me … I will hang up this phone right now

Commuter – ‘Any of you heathens go to church yesterday?’


It is the Gospel – message of Jesus death/resurrection – Sin – that is offensive


We are not too be offensive

As far as it depends on you – there is in a very real way that ‘peace’ depends upon you

‘Peace’ is not just dependent on the other person

We want to point our finger at others believing that if there is going to be ‘peace’ it is about them
· Husband waits for his wife to ‘come to her senses’

· The parent is waiting for the child

· The child is waiting for their parent

· Friend waits on the other friend

Nelson Mandela who spent almost 3 decades in prison in S. Africa and then upon release became the first President of S. Africa after the end of Apartheid 
If you want to make peace with your enemy, you have to work with your enemy. Then he becomes your partner.  Nelson Mandela

As a follower of Jesus:

Will you be the one who ‘seeks’ peace?  

Will you be the one who pursues peace?

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Romans 12:18 NIV
Let me use the next few minutes to look at a couple of verses of practical instructions 
Jesus’ brother James --- Think about that … The brother of the ONE who for 2000 years we’ve been worshipping at Christmas
James said wrote this:

Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry.  James 1:19 (NLT)

He some practical strategies about PEACE

Quick to listen 

Practical side of ‘quick to listen’ ---- I don’t make assumptions
I actually hear, I work to understand, I work to relate
When I understand – I gain empathy, patience acceptance
Slow to speak

Do I really need to say this?
Watching people – multiple times –??? Really??? You had to say that?
One couple – he said something – she said something back – he said something 
Instructive – because I don’t see this in me … but I can see it in others

As I was watching the couple I kept thinking – Did you really need to say that?
Of course what happened was it escalated to ‘anger’

That’s why James writes 

Slow to get angry

Here’s a workable strategy from the pen of Jesus’ brother 

Quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to get angry

3000 years ago Solomon compiled a collection of statements that describe how life works.

Proverbs – Book

Proverb – short/pithy statements
Almost every chapter of the Book Proverbs gives wisdom/direction about relationships.
A gentle answer will calm a person's anger, but an unkind answer will cause more anger.  Proverbs 15:1 (NCV)

People with quick tempers cause trouble, but those who control their tempers stop a quarrel.  Proverbs 15:18 (NCV)

Remember what the Apostle Peter wrote
Seek peace – Pursue it

Equation
PI + PO = POE

Peace Inside

Jesus is the source of peace – He is the Prince of Peace

Good theology
Prayer
What a person thinks about – focus on
Peace Outside 
· Seek it – pursue it

· Make every effort to do what brings peace

· Live in peace

This would bring about POE – Peace on Earth

Peace Inside – Seek it and Pursue it
Peace Outside – Seek it – Pursue it

PI + PO will bring:

Peace in the family

Peace in marriage

Peace in friendships

Peace in work place

Peace in the neighborhood
