What would it take for you to believe that your brother was the long awaited savior of your people?

What would it take for you to risk your life and ultimately give your life because your older brother was God’s chosen one?
In ancient times, if someone was famous or rich or part of certain families, when someone died they would wrap their bodies, put them in a grave and wait until there was nothing left except the person’s bones and then they would collect the bones and put them in a bone box called an ossuary.

Picture #1 – Ossuary
In 2002 the discovery of an ossuary made headline news because of the inscription on the box. 
James, son of Joseph, the brother of Jesus. 

Picture #2 - Inscription

The authenticity of the ossuary is hotly debated but the argument by scholars of the authenticity of the box was soon overshadowed by the discussion/debate over the idea that Jesus had a brother. 
At least in America, most people have heard about Jesus
What most people inside and outside the church don't realize is that Jesus had at least 6 siblings
The biographies by MMLJ all record the interactions between Jesus and his siblings
Jesus had 4 brothers and at least 2 sisters
The brothers were: James, Joseph, Simon, and Jude.
As per the custom of the day - the sisters are not named
Sometime shortly after the resurrection of Jesus - James, Jesus’ next younger brother was made the primary leader of the church in Jerusalem
It would only make sense for James to assume the leadership of the band of disciples

James was the natural choice
A Bobby Kennedy following after JFK. 

What you may not know is that James and the rest of Jesus’ family did not follow him/believe that he was the Messiah. 
Everywhere Jesus traveled crowds gathered

The crowds continued growing so large that the religious leaders and the establishment began to fight against Jesus

They were doing everything that they could to turn the opinion of the people against Jesus
At one point in his travels - While he was teaching and performing miracles

His family heard about what was happening

They heard about the size of the crowds

They heard about the opposition of the establishment

His family came to the conclusion that Jesus had gone too far 

Jesus went back home, and once again such a large crowd gathered that there was no chance even to eat. When Jesus’ family heard what he was doing, they thought he was crazy and went to get him under control. (Mark 3:20–21, CEV)

Jesus had been traveling across Galilee, his home county, teaching and healing.

For a time the crowds continued to grow

Eventually though things began to change for Jesus
One day as Jesus was teaching he said something that shocked the crowd
At first people began to leave one by one and then the people left in clusters
Within a short time the crowd shrunk

This startled the close group of disciples

They had become accustomed to Jesus popularity and the crowd of followers.  

They were not happy about Jesus running people off…
At that point Jesus challenged the 12 – Do you want to leave also?
As he continued to travel around Galilee the crowds continued to shrink
People that had flocked to him, no longer came around

His popularity was waning. 

The Apostle John’s biography of Jesus records Jesus’ brother ridiculing and challenging him. 
Now the Jewish festival of booths was near. So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea so that your disciples also may see the works you are doing; for no one who wants to be widely known acts in secret. If you do these things show yourself to the world.” (For not even his brothers believed in him.) (John 7:2–5)
“Why don’t you down to Judea so that your disciples there can see what you are doing.  You can’t stay up here.  The crowds are shrinking.  No one up here is following you.  The people don’t believe in you.  Most of them think you are a fraud.”

People down south might believe in you but not up here. 
You say all these things but no one’s listening.

You try to do miracles but people go away sick --- You aren’t really a miracle worker
Here’s how Matthew’s biography records these events

Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. "Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?" they asked. "Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" And they took offense at him. 

Jesus is teaching in the synagogue … it sounds good

But this is Jesus --- a hometown boy … aren’t his sisters right over there?

Where did this man get all these things?  - Who does he think that he is?

But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his own town and in his own home." 
Everywhere I go people listen to what I teach
People can’t get enough …

In Judea, in Capernaum and in Decapolis people listen to me

But not here --- Not even my own FAMILY will listen 

And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.  Matthew 13:54-58 NIV

Not only did people not listen but he couldn’t heal people.  
He couldn’t cast demons out of people

People with needs went away without their needs having been met
Can you imagine being Jesus’ brother?
In that time period marriages were arranged by the fathers of families
Marriage was not based on love or attraction

Marriage was about insuring the continuance of families

Joseph and Mary's marriage was arranged

Sons for the most part learned their father’s trade.

Joseph, Jesus’ step-father was a carpenter.

All the boys – Jesus, James, Joseph, Simon and Jude worked together
The area around Nazareth was known for furniture making.

Sepphoris, a city just a few miles from Nazareth, was a magnificent city undergoing immense construction during Jesus’ life

Almost certainly Joseph and the boys worked on the construction projects.

The region around Sepphoris was also known for incredible wheat production.

Jesus obviously knew about farming techniques from the stories that he told.

Joseph and Mary’s family were devout Jews

They named their boys after the patriarchs and the heroes of the Maccabean War

Some of the family traveled every year to Jerusalem for the festivals

The last mention of Jesus’ dad Joseph was when Jesus was 12 and had traveled to Jerusalem with his parents. 
Is is believed that Joseph died sometime in the years following this trip to Jerusalem. 

Their family was a patriarchal family committed to ‘Honor you father and mother’
This was an honor/shame family culture
Each family member was expected to do what would bring honor the family and to avoid anything that would shame the family

They spoke Aramaic in the home and community but they also spoke and read Hebrew and Greek  fluently.  

Somewhere around 30 years of age Jesus left the family business and began ‘teaching’

Jewish teachers of that time did not typically head out on the road

Jesus might have been following his cousin John the Baptists example 

He was a maverick as far as Jewish teachers go

Not only did Jesus leave the family business but he left Nazareth and made Capernaum his home base

This left James as the oldest brother at home. 

As oldest brothers room home  James was responsible for the care and welfare of the fairly 

Jesus’ leaving home and traveling throughput the country as an itinerant preacher left his family in a tight spot.
Throughout Jesus’ ministry His half-brother James, along with the other four brothers, didn’t give Jesus the respect due Him.

One minute they wanted Him out of the region.

The next minute they were trying to bring him home and control him
‘He’s beside himself’ – this is bringing shame on ur family
We need to reel Jesus in … we’ve got to stop him
The lack of honor and respect by his family saddened Jesus

“Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor”

The crowds had turned on him

The religious leaders and establishment had turned on him

Now his family was against him
Near the end of his 3rd year of public ministry Jesus travels to Jerusalem for the Passover festival 
It is there that he is arrested and tried for treason – crimes against the Roman Rmpire

He's executed between two other criminals

Though Mary, Jesus’ mother was present at the crucifixion 

Neither Mary nor any of the family are part of the burial or the third day completion of embalming plans

“It might have been expected that the disgrace of his execution would confirm in their minds the misgivings which they had felt about him all along.” F. F. Bruce

Maybe his family wasn’t at the crucifixion or the grave because of the shame factor 

Jesus had been arrested for insurrection 

Sentenced for treason

Led to the cross by a soldier carrying a sign that read King of the Jews in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic so that everyone would know his crimes

Executed on a cross

The most despised form of execution in the ancient world

Executed between two thieves 

The family couldn't show their faces in public
If we could get a real pulse on what people think about the idea of Jesus raising from the dead

We’d find lots of people who don’t believe … Dead people stay dead – they don't come back to life
We’d find another group of people who want to believe but they find it really hard … Dead people don't come back to life
We’d find another group of people who believe but doubt creeps in … Because dead people don't raise from the dead
That sentiment… That dead people stay dead is not new

None of Jesus’ followers thought he was going to raise from the dead

NONE

Joseph of Arimathea and the group that took him off the cross – they didn't think he was going to come back to life
They pulled the nails through his hands and feet – they wrapped him in cloth
They brought 70lbs of spices to pack his body in – 70 lbs because they knew he was dead
The women who brought more spices to the garden on the first day of the week did so because he was going to stink … He had been dead three days
None of the men thought he was coming back otherwise they would have been waiting at the tomb

Counting down … 10, 9, 8, 7
They were broken hearted
their teacher, their Rabbi, the miracle worker

The one that they had staked the last 3 years of their life on was DEAD

But then on the first day of the week the stone had been moved, the tomb was empty and Jesus was gone
Jesus appeared to the women and then to the men

Then he appeared to them in a locked house

He appeared to two of them as they were traveling home … Completely dejected because Jesus was dead
Things began to change for the band of followers

This didn’t happen all at once though …

Even seeing Jesus didn’t seal the deal for all of them

DEAD PEOPLE DON’T CONE BACK TO LIFE

Matthew tells how “some doubted” even after seeing the resurrected Jesus in person. 
John’s biography includes a scene from Galilee, several days’ walk from Jerusalem, where six of the eleven remaining disciples resumed their former careers as fishermen in spite of Jesus’ return to life. 
For the next 40 days, 6 weeks, the disciples wander around dazed and confused, like survivors of catastrophe
Sometimes they retreated to familiar hangouts once shared with their beloved Rabbi

Other times they hid behind locked doors.
The more people saw Jesus from the dead

The more things changed

The disheartened disciples morphed into bold witnesses of Jesus life, death, burial and resurrection.  

They were finally convinced that their leader had conquered death. 
The appearance of the resurrected Jesus changed everything. 
The same transformation  happens to Jesus’ family 
They go from unbelievers to believers

They transition from people who were against Jesus and who tried to stop his nonsense to leaders in the movement of his followers.

In those early days Jesus appeared alive to James.

He talked to him and taught him.

James and the brothers joined the company of believers, now convinced Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah and Son of God 
Within a few weeks of the crucifixion and resurrection Jesus’ mom and brothers are in close relationship with the Apostles and disciples. 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet . . . When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.  Acts 1:12–14
Jesus’ resurrection changed everything for James
James was transformed from skeptic to proponent 

He was transformed from unbelief to belief
For the next 30 years James gave his life to leading the movement of Jesus followers. 

He used to enter the Sanctuary alone, and was often found on his knees beseeching forgiveness for the 

people. Because of his unsurpassable righteousness he was called the Righteous.  Hegesippus Israel First Century 

The change in James didn't happen because of Jesus’ life, love, example or miracles

The change in James happened as a result of Jesus’ resurrection 
James was in the habit of entering alone into the temple, and was frequently found upon his knees begging forgiveness for the people, so that his knees became hard like those of a camel... 

  - Church History II.23.5-6 Eusebius – 3rd Century Church Historian  

After 30 years of watching your older brother 
So ashamed of what he'd become – crazy, out of his mind, a fraud

Didn't even watch his brother’s execution with his mother
James was transformed 

As a side note so was Jude – Letter of Jude in the NT

His conversion gives insight into the overwhelming power that came from being visited by the risen Savior
James turned from being a skeptic to a leader in the church based on his meeting the resurrected Christ.
Sometime around 62 AD James was arrested by the Jewish authorities 
Three ancient historians record what happened to James -- Josephus, Hegesippus and Eusebius
They hauled James up to the front of a great crowd and demanded that he deny Christ. 

To their surprise James remained calm and showed unexpected tranquility before this hostile crowd. 

James openly declared that: Our Saviour and Lord, Jesus, was indeed the Son of God…  

The Scribes and Pharisees realized that they had made a mistake by allowing James to testify about Jesus.
So the Scribes and Pharisees made James stand on the Sanctuary parapet and shouted to him: 
'Righteous one, whose word we are all obliged to accept, the people are going astray after Jesus who was crucified; so tell us what is meant by 'the door of Jesus'. 

He replied as loudly as he could: 
'Why do you question me about the Son of Man? 'I tell you, He is sitting in heaven at the right hand of the Great Power, and He will come on the clouds of heaven.'... 
So they went up and threw down the Righteous one. Then they said to each other 'Let us stone James the Righteous', and began to stone him, as in spite of his fall he was still alive. But he turned and knelt, uttering the words: 

'I beseech Thee, Lord God and Father, forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.' 

One of them, who was a fuller, took the club with which he beat out clothes and struck the just man on the head. And thus he suffered martyrdom.
You might be someone who doesn't buy any of this resurrection stuff – you are not alone
You might be someone who wants to believe – you are not alone

You might be someone who believe but doubt creeps in – you are not alone
The only reason that we even know about Jesus is because of his resurrection 
The resurrection is the only reason we know about Mary and Joseph and James

The resurrection is the only reason that the church had continued unstoppable for 2000 years
The only reason for the change in the followers

The only reason for the change in Jesus’ family 
Is the resurrection 

Either the resurrection happened or Jesus is the greatest hoax ever put over on the human race
James came to believe … Will you?

