James 2:1-13
Favoritism is not allowed – Obey the Royal Law
James was the ½ brother of Jesus

Next in birth order

When Jesus was 30 years old – he left home, leaving James as the oldest child/male in the house

James was not a ‘believer’ during the 3 years of Jesus’ public ministry

Jesus appeared to James after his resurrection from the dead

James ‘believed’ and became the leader of the church in Jerusalem

In mid/late 50’s AD – James wrote the letter that we are going to study

In 62 James was martyred by the Jewish establishment for teaching that his brother Jesus had risen from the dead and that Jesus was the promised Messiah of Israel

James’ letter is from a pastor to his former church members who had been scattered due to the various persecutions that had occurred in the first few decades of the church.

He wrote to encourage them and to give them direction/instruction as to ‘best practices’ and sometimes ‘only practices’ for a follower of Jesus

James instructing his former members:  How to live the Jesus’ life with your ‘all your heart, soul, mind and strength …

Right from the very beginning the church was meant to be ‘counter cultural’
Many people today see the Bible’s teaching and the church’s teaching on marriage as old fashioned and behind the times

When it comes to couples having sex before marriage vs waiting until marriage people look at the Bible/church’s stance as weird, freaky, goofy
The church needs to get with it, adapt, and be culturally relevant
There won't be any customers left if the church doesn't get with the times

Russell Wilson and his fiancé get beat up regularly for stating that they are waiting

I heard someone recently use the old adage – you don't buy a car until you’ve driven it
The sexual standards of the Bible are ‘counter cultural’ they always have been and they always will be
Jesus’ teaching on sexuality and marriage was so revolutionary – it was not old fashioned to those in the a Roman world – it was new
‘What's this crazy new teaching about sexual morality?’
‘What is this backward teaching about marriage and divorce?’
‘What do you mean we are to see women and children and orphans and widows as people – nobody does that!’
Disciples:  “If what you are saying about marriage is true – who would ever want to get married?”

The church is meant to live counter to society  

The church is not meant to conform to the culture
The church is a prophetic voice revealing how God intends for people to live

James is going to address one of the ways that the church was behaving exactly like the culture. 
James to the church – “The culture may live this way and treat others this way but not the followers of Jesus.”

What he addresses is as relevant today as when this letter was written in 50 AD. 
My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people over others?

Favoritism - Partiality – Preference
Opposites: Prejudice – Discrimination 

These are not new concepts

Jesus regularly confronted favoritism and discrimination  

He ate with sinners, prostitutes, tax collectors
He was a guest in homes of people that were unacceptable to the establishment 
Jesus interacted with people who unclean

Touched people that others didn’t touch - the Lepers - the rejected

All of these interactions ruffled the feathers of the religious leaders/authorities/people in power
Favoritism was the way of life 
Discrimination was an every day event

Women, children, sick, poor, Gentiles, Romans, Samaritans – were discriminated against
People were classified into various levels of badness
There was whole groups of people who would look at others and only fantasize what life might be like on the other side of town

In the Roman world the ‘poor’ could not initiate legal action

It was the wealthy who could initiate legal action

Logic of that…the poor had no opportunity to oppress the rich


The poor couldn't take advantage of those above them

They couldn't mistreat


They couldn't exploit

If a wealthy person and a poor person were both guilty of the same crime

The poor person was given much stricter penalties 

The wealthy were given a more lenient penalty

The world is always assessing people, sizing them up, putting them down, and establishing a pecking order.
Who’s on top of the mountain?
Who’s the Big Dog?

For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and dressed in dirty clothes. If you give special attention and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can stand over there, or else sit on the floor”—well, doesn’t this discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil motives?

For example … 
Favoritism happens in all kinds of ways … 
This is just one example
Someone walks into church dressed up in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry – gold fingers
In James’ day you knew who was who – what they did – their social status by what they wore

Another person comes in dressed in dirty – shabby clothes
James asks the question:  Doesn’t this discrimination show … evil motives?
This might be the way that the culture treats others but this is not the way you will treat others

The church was to be a ‘counter cultural’ society/group

It might be OK for those outside the church to show favoritism but not for this new movement of Jesus

The Jesus movement was to accept/treat everyone equally 

No favoritism 

No discrimination

Royal law – Love your neighbor as yourself

Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into court? Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear?

He describes God’s attitude towards the poor

Over and over and over in the OT – God gives commands about how to treat the poor
God’s directives reveal him as a defender and protector of the poor
“Don’t mess with the poor – you’ll pay for it if you do.”

The situation that James uses as his illustration was probably a real situation
God works special ways in the life of the poor
You are dishonoring the poor when you favor the rich and discriminate against the poor
James was probably referring to a real situation

The rich are the ones who drag you into court

They are the ones who slander Jesus

Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you favor some people over others, you are committing a sin. You are guilty of breaking the law.
It is right … Good … Well … Things are as they should be when you obey – the ROYAL LAW
The law – when it comes to treating others – that is over all other laws

Love your neighbor as yourself

Strong – strong statement

If you favor some people – You are committing a sin
For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has broken all of God’s laws. For the same God who said, “You must not commit adultery,” also said, “You must not murder.” So if you murder someone but do not commit adultery, you have still broken the law.

In these statements James is addressing a common thought that people have
Breaking one law isn’t that big of a deal
I haven’t committed adultery 

I haven’t murdered 

It's not that big of a deal if I show favoritism…It’s just favoritism
It's just a little discrimination 

You break one of the commands – you’ve broken the law
It doesn’t matter what area that a person disobeys is disobedience 

Disobedience is disobedience

We want to classify/rank areas of ‘sin’ – ‘wrong’ 

Wrong is wrong is wrong 

So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember that you will be judged by the law that sets you free. There will be no mercy for those who have not shown mercy to others. But if you have been merciful, God will be merciful when he judges you.  James 2:1-13 (NLT)

Wraps up his directives regarding favoritism and discrimination 
Whatever you say … Whatever you do … You’ll be judged by the royal law – Love your neighbor
You want mercy … Give mercy

You withhold mercy … Mercy will be withheld from you

You would think that the early church have figured this out … 
All the miracles that Jesus was doing

The growth that was happening 

But favoritism and discrimination is one of the common ways that sin manifests itself in the human heart
Peter and Cornelius - Acts 10:1-3 (NLT)

In Caesarea there lived a Roman army officer named Cornelius

A captain of the Italian Regiment. 

He was a devout, God-fearing man, as was everyone in his household. 

He gave generously to the poor and prayed regularly to God. 
He was praying when he had a vision telling him to send messengers to Joppa to the house of Simon the Tanner who lives down by the water … You’ll find Peter there … Bring him back with you

Peter in the meantime is in Joppa – praying – he has a vision where God tells him that some men coming for him and that he is to go with them
While he is having his vision … The men arrive 

Peter goes with them

When he got to Cornelius’ house he told Cornelius’ family/household servants about Jesu 

They became followers of Jesus and were baptized
Here’s how Dr. Luke describes what took place next
Soon the news reached the apostles and other believers in Judea that the Gentiles had received the word of God.  But when Peter arrived back in Jerusalem, the Jewish believers criticized him. “You entered the home of Gentiles and even ate with them!” they said.  Acts 11:1-3 (NLT)

How dare you …

You actually went into the home of a Gentile – not a group of people that we ‘favor’
You should have discriminated … You should have stayed out of their house

YOU ACTUALLY ate with them?

The Jewish believers had forgotten the Royal law
Peter had gone into Cornelius’ house and ate with them

He had not discriminated 
He had not turned away from a group that was not ‘favored’

Peter had obeyed the Royal law

At some point in the next little while things turned
Paul was in Antioch … Gentile city/region

Growing church 

Peter had lost sight of the Royal law
When Peter came to Antioch, I had to oppose him to his face, for what he did was very wrong. 
This is one of those situations that would have been interesting to have been a fly on a wall
The Apostle Paul gets up in Peter’s face 

Peter’s actions were so wrong – VERY WRONG – Paul had to say something

Paul describes what happened 

When he first arrived, he ate with the Gentile Christians, who were not circumcised. But afterward, when some friends of James came, Peter wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles anymore. He was afraid of criticism from these people who insisted on the necessity of circumcision. As a result, other Jewish Christians followed Peter’s hypocrisy, and even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.  Galatians 2:11-13 (NLT)

Peter’s discrimination was VERY WRONG
His discrimination led other Jewish Christians to discriminate

Even Barnabas – Paul’s first mentor to join in the discrimination 
Let’s bring this home …

James used as an ‘Example’ – rich and poor

Favoritism/Discrimination can take all kinds of forms

Show favor/discriminate based on:

Sex

Race

$

Education
Appearance
Body type

Politics 

Personality

Blue collar/White collar

Union/Right to work

Authority ... The big dog
Language … English/…
Are they an Influencer 
Position – do they hold an important position
Social standing

Some settings 1% are accepted – they are the favorite 

Some settings 1% rejected

Sports teams

Hobbies 

Music preference

"Friends don't let friends listen to country music."

Looks like this …

Someone is friends with certain people/certain person unless other people are around then … then … people do what Peter did – REJECT THEM – GO SIT WITH OTHER PEOPLE - EXCLUDE
· Do we show more kindness to those of our own race than those of other races? 
· Do we give the “cold shoulder” to “foreigners,” those who speak our language with a foreign accent?
· Are we more interested in and favor the young over the old? 
· Are we more drawn to good-looking people than to those who are plain or average?
· Are we more anxious to get close to prominent people than those who are comparatively nobodies? 
· Do we avoid people with physical limitations and seek the companionship of the strong and healthy? 
· Do we favor the rich over the poor? 
James isn’t advocating stupidity

Heard me tell the story 

Walking into a business – thinking to myself – I don’t belong here – in a few hours almost dead from a beating

We have men who volunteer every weekend – Keep an eye open so that everyone is safe

James is confronting favoritism/discrimination

Prejudice – Pre-Judging 

Favoritism

Discrimination 

OUR - Mission as we leave here today
Obey the Royal Law - Love your neighbor as your self

Watch yourself

Don’t play favorites
Don’t favor certain people over others

Do not discriminate against others
At a meeting you talk to everyone

You don’t avoid one person or one group of people

At church you welcome everyone

You help everyone 

If you are honest who/what kind of person do you show favoritism towards?
Who /What kind of person do you pre-judge?

If so/so walked into the room I would react...
If a … walked into the room I would leave …

If ... I would be really excited - show favor towards

If ... I would have a hard time focusing/paying attention if …
I bet you have types ... that you favor

I bet you have types ... Pre-judge – Prejudice 
