James 3:1-12

Taming the Tongue

James was the ½ brother of Jesus

Next in birth order

When Jesus was 30 years old – he left home, leaving James as the oldest child/male in the house

James was not a ‘believer’ during the 3 years of Jesus’ public ministry

Jesus appeared to James after his resurrection from the dead

James ‘believed’ and became the leader of the church in Jerusalem

In mid/late 50’s AD – James wrote the letter that we are going to study

In 62 James was martyred by the Jewish establishment for teaching that his brother Jesus had risen from the dead and that Jesus was the promised Messiah of Israel

James’ letter is from a pastor to his former church members who had been scattered due to the various persecutions that had occurred in the first few decades of the church.

He wrote to encourage them and to give them direction/instruction as to ‘best practices’ and sometimes ‘only practices’ for a follower of Jesus

James instructing his former members:  How to live the Jesus’ life with your ‘all your heart, soul, mind and strength …

Today we’re going to look at ‘Taming the Tongue’

Subject of the tongue – the words people say, how they say them is a big deal to James
James sees a person’s tongue as an indicator of their spiritual condition

Here are some of the statements that James wrote regarding the tongue that we are not going to look at

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.  James 1:19-20 NIV

Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.  James 1:26 NIV

Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom … James 2:12 NIV

Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. James 4:11 NIV

Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear--not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple "Yes" or "No." Otherwise you will be condemned.  James 5:12 NIV

Maybe James put so much emphasis on the tongue, speech and the words we use because of what he had heard his brother say
The mouth speaks what the heart is full of.  Matthew 12:34 NIV
Maybe James was aware of this statement of Jesus:
I tell you this, you must give an account on judgment day for every idle word you speak. Matthew 12:36 NLT
Last week Pastor Mark walked us through the last part of James 2 – Faith without works is dead
Faith – true trusting in Jesus, my life is in his hands – faith – will produce a certain lifestyle 

Produce – compassion, empathy, generosity --- follow through and action

The last sentence of chapter 2

For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.  James 2:26 NASB

Faith without works is dead

James is now going to tackle how faith impacts/should impact how we talk and the words we use. 
Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check. 

Not many of you should become teachers

· You don’t want to teach a ‘faith’ without works

· It would be best if you didn’t teach if you are going to teach ‘faith’ without works

· You’ll be judged by what you teach

· Those that teach will be judged more strictly

· You’ll be judged by how people live out what you teach

· You will be held accountable 

· God will be ‘more strict’ on you

· You’re not responsible for their actions

· You are responsible for whether or not you teach them that their faith will require action

· If you teach them to act on their faith

Teach people how to live out their faith with their tongues

Teach them how to talk, when to talk, when not to talk, what to say and what not to say
You are going to be judged by Jesus

I’m going to be judged by Jesus

I will be judged more strictly – because I have been given the task of telling/showing/modeling what it looks like to Love God with all my heart, soul, mind and strength and what it looks like to Love my neighbor as myself.  

If I teach about faith but don’t say anything how you use your tongue
Then I will be judged

If I teach about faith and that your faith/trust/commitment to Jesus should be lived out by what/how/when you say … then I’m free of judgment 
When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one's life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

Uses three different pictures from life to illustrate – power of the tongue/taming of the tongue and what happens when something gets loose/untamed
· Bit in the mouth of a horse
· Rudder of a ship

· Small spark of fire

Each picture is different aspect about the tongue/speech/words/power of the words we use
In the same way that a small bit can turn/direct an entire horse the tongue can impact the direction of a person’s entire being

In the same way that a rudder can direct a large ship – the tongue can direct life
The way that a person’s tongue can set a man’s life on fire is similar to how devastating a small spark can be – setting an entire forest ablaze 
The idea of the tongue setting life on fire is an old concept

Solomon wrote down dozens of wise sayings about the tongue setting life on fire.

A worthless man’s words are like a scorching fire.  Proverbs 16:27 

As a madman who casts firebrands, arrows, and death, so is the man who deceives his neighbor, and says, “I was only joking.”  Proverbs 26:18-19 (MEV)
Just as that little spark came from a source – those few words are like sparks from hell.

If a horse can be directed by a bit – a person should be able to control their tongue 

If a ship can be directed by a relatively small rudder – a person should be able to control their tongue

You need to keep the sparks of hell from spreading to others around you

Snags/Widow Makers/Roman Candles

Bite your lip!

Hold your tongue!

If you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all!

During World War II we were accustomed to seeing posters that read LOOSE LIPS SINK SHIPS!

The size and power of the bit is out of proportion to the size and power of the horse. 
The size and power of the rudder …

The size and power of the spark is in calculable in the end. 
All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and have been tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

Not only is the tongue like an uncontrollable spark/fire

The tongue is like an untamable animal
People tame/train/domesticate all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures 

Clear back in Jesus’ day – animals were tamed and on display: birds, snake charmers, and alligator on display, dolphins and whales

People tame all kinds of animals but are not able to tame their own tongue

Tongue is:

Restless – can’t be at rest … always wagging … always looking for something to say

Restless evil – not looking necessarily for something good to say

Full of deadly poison – just a little drop … just a few words … depending on what those words are … lay a person out 

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God's likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? My brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.  James 3:1-12 NIV
We thank and praise and bless with the same tongue that we – curse – say really awful things, devastating, destructive 

It shouldn’t be that way … 

People don’t get fresh water and salt water from the same well

A fig tree doesn’t produce olives 

A grapevine doesn’t produce figs

A spring of salt water can’t produce fresh water – a good well can go bad but bad wells don’t go good
· Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies. Psalms 34:13 NLT

· When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise. Proverbs 10:19 NLT

· He who guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin. Proverbs 13:3 NLT
· The tongue can bring death or life; those who love to talk will reap the consequences.  Proverbs 18:21 NLT

No one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison.  James 3:8 NLT

Two weeks ago I talked about partiality/preferential treatment/favoritism
Those attitudes reveal out need of a savior

Today – NO ONE CAN TAME THE TONGUE – that fact alone describes the need each of us have for a savior

I can’t control my tongue – I’ve been trying for years and years and years 

Regularly I say things I shouldn’t say, I say things in a way I shouldn’t say them, I say them to people I shouldn’t say them

I need a Savior who will save me from myself – my tongue – my words 

I’m going to suffocate because of MY FOOT IN MY MOUTH

Look at how Eugene Peterson paraphrased the mess we can make with our tongue – 3:6

A careless or wrongly placed word out of your mouth can do that. By our speech we can ruin the world, turn harmony to chaos, throw mud on a reputation, send the whole world up in smoke and go up in smoke with it, smoke right from the pit of hell.  James 3:6 (Message)

What do we do?

Turn to the Savior
I can't tame my tongue … I need Jesus power 
#1 way sin is manifested – is with our tongue

Out of the overflow – out of the abundance 

Prayer of David – Psalm 51
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Psalm 51:10 NIV

Jesus, I regularly make a mess of things with my tongue!  I need you!
Prayer of David

Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips. Psalms 141:3 (MEV)

Keep my mouth closed
“I will take heed of my ways so that I do not sin with my tongue; I will keep my mouth muzzled while the wicked are before me.”  Psalm 39:1 (MEV)

"It is better to remain silent and be thought a fool, than to open your mouth and remove all doubt." Abraham Lincoln
If you can’t say something nice … Don’t say anything at all.

Before I open my mouth...
Run it through a grid:

Is it true …?
Someone says something … the question is asked … Why would you say that?  Because its true …

Is it necessary…?
Is it kind …?
Parents/Grandparents – the onus is on you and me to model the use of the tongue
As parents/Grandparents – we need to ask – Is it TRUE? Is it NECESSARY? Is it KIND?

When our kids/Grandkids say something – Was that TRUE?  Was it NECESSARY?  Was it KIND?
