James – Practical Christianity

James 3:13-18

Two types of wisdom
James was the ½ brother of Jesus

Next in birth order

When Jesus was 30 years old – he left home, leaving James as the oldest child/male in the house

James was not a ‘believer’ during the 3 years of Jesus’ public ministry

Jesus appeared to James after his resurrection from the dead

James ‘believed’ and became the leader of the church in Jerusalem

In mid/late 50’s AD – James wrote the letter that we are going to study

In 62 James was martyred by the Jewish establishment for teaching that his brother Jesus had risen from the dead and that Jesus was the promised Messiah of Israel

James’ letter is from a pastor to his former church members who had been scattered due to the various persecutions that had occurred in the first few decades of the church.

He wrote to encourage them and to give them direction/instruction as to ‘best practices’ and sometimes ‘only practices’ for a follower of Jesus

James instructing his former members:  How to live the Jesus’ life with your ‘all your heart, soul, mind and strength …

Today we’re going to look at ‘Two types of Wisdom’

Wisdom is an old, old, old concept

Wisdom was extremely important to the Jewish people
Solomon prayed for ‘wisdom to lead the children of Israel.’

Solomon spent time collecting wise sayings so that his sons could learn to be wise.

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom.  Proverbs 4: 7
Sometime people dissect wisdom and knowledge 
Knowledge is knowing the facts

Wisdom is knowing how to respond or to choose

I saw a sign in a restaurant in Montana – Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit but wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

Google – Wisdom versus knowledge – it results in 39 million results – Scholarly papers 1.6 Million

Wisdom and Knowledge are related but not synonymous 
“Intimately related”

A person can have knowledge without wisdom but they can’t have wisdom without knowledge

Lots of different ways that people define/describe wisdom

· Making the correct decision from the knowledge

· Knowing what to do in each situation

· Being able to see what others don’t see and choose correctly

Wisdom is not a product of schooling but of the lifelong attempt to acquire it. Albert Einstein

Life's tragedy is that we get old too soon and wise too late.  Benjamin Franklin

God loves to give it to people.

God invites people to ask for it and to learn it. 
The verses that we are going to look at today is James’ 2nd mention of wisdom. 

In chapter 1 – Going through a trial – and you lack wisdom – ask God for it.

Wisdom has always been a trait that God wants leaders to have

People are warned about not having it and are encouraged to give up everything to get it

James takes the subject of wisdom a step farther than just knowledge and making right decisions

He writes about two different types of wisdom

Wisdom from above and Earthly wisdom

Knowledge lived out can be lived using two different types of wisdom

Here’s what James writes:

If you are wise and understand God's ways, prove it by living an honorable life, doing good works with the humility that comes from wisdom. 

First thing James says about wisdom is that:  Wisdom from above can be spotted by the humility it produces in a person’s life

Wisdom from above does not produce arrogance or a braggadocios attitude

Wisdom from above opens a person’s eyes up to see that they are no better than anyone else – ANYONE

Wisdom from above doesn’t allow someone to become fixated on themselves
· Everything is about me …

· Everything is measured by me …

· Everyone needs to focus on me …

· Everyone needs to pay attention to me …

· What I say matters more than what others say …

James continues to parse wisdom from above

He does so by comparing wisdom from above with earthly wisdom

But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don't cover up the truth with boasting and lying. 
Think about what he writes
There must have been some of the believers that he was responsible for that were living/acting in such a way that BITTER JEALOUSY and SELFISH AMBITION were evident 

What is really telling though is that the truth about their BITTER JEALOUSY and SELFISH AMBITION were being covered up by BOASTING and LYING

We don’t know what circumstance that James is writing about 
Imagine ---- there is a man or a woman who is jealousy of someone else who is teaching/singing/leadership

Not just jealousy – Bitter Jealousy

Not just ambitious – Selfish Ambition

They start to stir up other people – but they do so by boasting about themselves – lying about themselves and other people

Don’t cover up the truth …

It’s so easy to cover up the truth

Lie --- only tell one side of the story --- exaggerate … over tell/under tell 

Excuses --- blame other people

We use one way to cover up the truth --- when that doesn’t work any longer we try a different tactic
We all do it …

We get really good at it …

Like a cat in the litter box – we scratch and scratch and scratch until the truth is covered up

The truth is we might be able to cover up the pile but we can’t cover up the smell.

We know this …
Sometimes we say:  I saw that coming a mile away!

James:

If you are wrestling with bitter jealousy – don’t cover it up with boasting and lying

When life is being driven by selfish ambition – don’t cover it up with boasting and lying 

James continues

But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don't cover up the truth with boasting and lying. For jealousy and selfishness are not God's kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind. 

Jealousy and selfishness – are never from God
Anytime you or I make a decision out of jealousy and/or selfishness it is wrong

Let’s say I’m at work – there is a person that I have a really hard time with

Things get to the place that I have to do something about it

So I start talking to other people – building a coalition and making alliances

Let’s say I really have a hard time with them because things come so easy to them
I have to work, work, and work – to them everything just comes natural

I heard a woman talking not too long ago who was recalling an event in elementary school where one of the other girls in her class was cuter, always got good grades, was everyone’s friend
One day the woman was in the room alone

She noticed that the teacher’s grade book was on the desk

So she … yep she did

She changed her grade – but not only that – she changed the other girl’s grades – just for good measure she changed some other student’s grades

But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don't cover up the truth with boasting and lying. For jealousy and selfishness are not God's kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind. 

James --- Jealousy and selfishness are earthly, unspiritual and demonic
Doesn’t that sound ugly? ---- Earthly, unspiritual, demonic

It is not uncommon for people to describe behavior like that and worse as ‘Dark’
Not only is it earthly, unspiritual and demonic 
But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don't cover up the truth with boasting and lying. For jealousy and selfishness are not God's kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind.
When jealousy and selfishness are at work you can guarantee that then end result is disorder and evil of every kind

Disorder – chaos – confusion – a mess

Jealousy and selfishness do not create order or goodness
JAMES to those he’s responsible for:

This isn’t the kind of life that Jesus wants you living!

Jesus, my brother, our Messiah, didn’t die on that cross so that you could live this way!

There is another way …

There is a better way …

James moves from describing earthly wisdom to describing wisdom from above

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.  James 3:13-18 NLT

Pure 

Not a mixture

Not a little good and a little bad

Yin/Yang

Sometimes you just have to lie …

Sometimes you just have to get mean …

End justifies the means

PURE ---- No ulterior motives 

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.  James 3:13-18 NLT

James describes wisdom from above

· Peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others

· Full of mercy and good deeds

· Shows no favoritism and is always sincere

Notice how completely and diametrically opposed these characteristics are to early wisdom?

Instead of jealousy and selfishness – covered up with boasting and lying

There is peace loving – doesn’t like to fight

Gentle – AT ALL TIMES

Willing to yield to others – you choose, no you choose, no you 

Isn’t this the kind you want to live?
Full of mercy and good deeds

Showing no favoritism and always being sincere

Doesn’t that sound good?

Isn’t that the kind of marriage you want?

Isn’t that the kind of family you want?

Isn’t that the kind of community you want?

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.  James 3:13-18 NLT

Let me take the liberty to rewrite James’ words

Will you learn the wisdom that is from above?

Will you let our Father teach you a different kind of wisdom?

Will you be a ‘peacemaker’?

Will you plant seeds of peace?

The end result is a harvest of righteousness

Wisdom is the God-given ability to see life with rare objectivity and to handle life with rare stability. 

Charles R. Swindoll

Last year in our homegroup we watched a series by Andy Stanley about wisdom
His teaching on wisdom centers on a three part question

In light of my past experiences – what is the wise thing to do?
No selfish ambition, no selfishness, no jealousy, no lying, no boasting

In light of my past experiences and my present situation – what is the wise thing to do?
What is the pure, peace loving, gentle, yielding to others, merciful thing to do?

What is the thing that is a good deed, shows no favoritism and the sincere thing to do?
In light of my past experiences and my present situation and my future hopes and dreams – what is the wise thing to do?
