Practical Christianity

James 4:6-12

Humility – Down is Up
James was the ½ brother of Jesus

Next in birth order

When Jesus was 30 years old – he left home, leaving James as the oldest child/male in the house

James was not a ‘believer’ during the 3 years of Jesus’ public ministry

Jesus appeared to James after his resurrection from the dead

James ‘believed’ and became the leader of the church in Jerusalem

In 62 James was martyred by the Jewish establishment for teaching that his brother Jesus had risen from the dead and that Jesus was the promised Messiah of Israel

This ancient letter that we are studying was written by James in the mid/late 50’s AD

James’ letter is from a pastor to his former church members who had been scattered due to the various persecutions that had occurred in the first few decades of the church.

He wrote to encourage them and to give them direction/instruction as to ‘best practices’ and sometimes ‘only practices’ for a follower of Jesus

James instructing his former members:  How to live the Jesus’ life with your ‘all your heart, soul, mind and strength …

I’M GOING TO DO A BRIEF REVIEW – JAMES 3 AND 4 IS A CONTINUOUS THOUGHT 

Most of the ancient letters that we have in our NT were written by one of the leaders to address problems that were taking place in the church – often times the letter addressed conflict

James is writing about fighting and quarreling between believers

Fighting and quarreling between those who have pledged themselves to live a life fully of devoted to Jesus

Fighting among followers of Jesus was not a unique problem to those that James’ letter was written to

The ideas in the passages today are a continuation of his instructions starting in James 3 

Back in James 3 we looked at two types of wisdom - wisdom from above and earthly wisdom
James challenged the believers to turn away from earthly wisdom and to embrace wisdom from above

Earthly Wisdom is characterized by:  

Bitter jealousy/envy, selfish ambition – covering up the truth with boasting and lying

He call this kind of thinking ‘earthly, unspiritual, and demonic’

Where you have envy, selfish ambition you find disorder and every evil practice

Earthly wisdom was contrasted with wisdom from above
Wisdom from above is described as being pure. 
It is peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. 
It is full of mercy and good deeds. 
It shows no favoritism and is always sincere.
That is the form of wisdom that James was instructing them to embrace/pursue/go after

Go after wisdom from above --- Wisdom that is pure, peace loving, gentle at all times, willing to yield to others, full of mercy and good deeds, without favoritism and always sincere

James 4
Instead of being peace loving and gentle and willing to yield to others and full of mercy
You fight and quarrel – angry – want to kill each other
You fight because there is a war going on inside 

The war going on inside is coming out on every side

You want, want, want, but you can't get what you want so you become mean
You don't pray and ask 
If you do pray it's with evil motives
You’ve become a friend of the world’s way of looking at life

You become a friend of the world’s ways and you become an enemy of God. 

What's the answer to the tug of earthly wisdom and wanting and fighting and self-absorption?
He gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:

“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you–who are you to judge your neighbor? James 4:6-12 (NIV 1984)

He gives us more grace

More grace than what?

‘more grace’ than the tug of the worlds system

‘more grace’ than the evil desires that are at war inside

‘more grace’ than could ever come from earthly wisdom

God will give you ‘more grace’ than anything you might face …

The promise that HE GIVE US MORE GRACE is amazing!

Wouldn’t you like MORE GRACE?

There is a condition though --- He will give us more grace.  That is why the scriptures says

God opposes the proud – but GIVES GRACE to the humble
This is a loose reference by James to a proverb that Solomon wrote down:
He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.  Proverbs 3:34 (NIV 1984)

Ever since I learned that verse 35 years ago – I have prayed that God would continually teach me humility
I DON’T WANT GOD OPPOSED TO ME!

I want to do everything I can to keep God from opposing me.

The line ‘opposes’ is a military term – RESISTS – ‘to battle against!’

God ‘battles against’ the proud --- but HE GIVES GRACE to the humble

Instructions in humility 
… In light of everything you’ve just been reading …

… In light of earthly wisdom and wisdom from above

… In light of God ‘battling against the proud’

Submit yourselves, then …

Submit yourself – come under the rule and reign of God

Be ready to listen to Him

Be ready to take orders from Him

SUBMIT – is the precursor to obedience 

Because I'm surrendered to God – I do everything I can to obey

Submit yourselves … Resist the devil … 

Don’t be sucked into the ‘world’

Don’t be sucked into ‘earthly wisdom’

Don’t be sucked into prioritizing, evaluating, deciding – how the world does

Stand against that kind of thinking
Don’t listen to ‘earthly wisdom’ – self-seeking, self-promoting, angry, mean

Don’t let it take root 

Come near to God and God will come close to you

Take God’s value as your value

Take God’s ways as your ways

Come near to God … SUBMIT
Wash your hands, purify your hearts
Grieve, mourn, and wail
Laughter to mourning 

Joy to gloom
Uses these terms to describe the seriousness of being proud

Seriousness of being a friend of the world

Seriousness of following after earthly wisdom

You don’t want God opposed to you 
Wash your hands, purify your hearts

Grieve, mourn, and wail

Laughter to mourning 

Joy to gloom

We come to the KEY line in the passage …

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

James is just reiterating the words of his brother – Jesus - and the words of the Apostle Peter

Those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.  Matthew 23:12 (NIV)
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  1 Peter 5:6 (NIV)
Humble yourself … 

What does that mean?

How do you do that?

Humble yourself - Humility …

Calvin and Hobbes – 4 Slides
Humility is a funny thing …

Richard De Haan used to say, "Humility is something we should constantly pray for, yet never thank God that we have."  Richard De Haan

Dictionary definitions of humility aren't very helpful
They only describe a portion of what humility is all about
Dictionary definitions are about not thinking of yourself better than others
Synonyms: Weak, lowly, timid, demure, modesty
Definition by William Temple, Bishop of Manchester, used most famously in recent years – Rick Warren – Purpose Driven Life describes what humility is better than any other definition/description I’ve read:

"Humility does not mean thinking less of yourself than of other people, nor does it mean having a low opinion of your own gifts. I means freedom from thinking about yourself one way or the other at all." William Temple
One other description of humility by CS Lewis
Do not imagine that if you meet a really humble man he will be what most people call ‘humble’ nowadays: he will not be a sort of greasy, smarmy person, who is always telling you that, of course, he is nobody.  Probably all you will think about him is that he seemed a cheerful, intelligent chap who took a real interest in what you said to him.  If you do dislike him, it will be because you feel a little envious of anyone who seems to enjoy life so easily.  He will not be thinking about humility: he will not be thinking about himself at all.  CS Lewis
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
If these descriptions are indicative of what humility is then … when a person HUMBLES THEMSELVES 
They just stop thinking about themselves …

I means freedom from thinking about yourself one way or the other at all.  – William Temple
He will not be thinking about humility: he will not be thinking about himself at all --- CS Lewis
Matt, Matt, Matt – that’s not possible …

If I don’t think about me who’s going to think about me?

2013 – The word of the year that was added to the Oxford Dictionary – SELFIE

Americans – 93 million ‘selfies’ a day
Under 25 – will take 25,000 ‘selfies’ before they die
‘selfie’ is not a totally new thing
Previous generations – sit for hours and days – posing while someone drew or painted them
I have told people before who are worried about what other people think of them or their actions …

Don’t worry about other people … they aren’t thinking about you … they’re too busy thinking about them

We don’t realize how much ‘ME THINK’ we are absorbed in 

Me first, my show, what I want to eat, how I’m feeling, what I’m saying, my opinion

We live in a - ‘Selfie’ world …

Sherry Turkle – MIT

Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest --- address what she calls the ‘Three Great Human Desires’

· We would have people’s attention everywhere we are

· Look at me Mom

· FB Selfie

· We would be heard everywhere we go
· We would never be alone 
When we are fixated on us

When we are fascinated with self

Francis of Assisi … ‘Fascination with self’ 

Problem with the ‘selfie’ life is that God is opposed to the ‘selfie’ life
· Jesus taught

· James taught

· Peter taught 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
The way up is down … 

The way to God’s favor is down
The way to God’s favor is to stop thinking about ME

The way for God to lift you up is to put aside the ‘selfie’ life
The way down is up …

The way to have God oppose us is to think about me
The way to have God oppose me is to wrap throw myself into ‘selfie’ life
This is the reality of the way God does things … 
I used to think that God’s gifts were on shelves one above another and the taller we grow, the easier we can reach them. Now, I find, that God’s gifts are on shelves one beneath another and the lower we stoop, the more we get.
F. B. Meyer

Here’s the homework 

Whack a mole – arcade games – video games – cat’s playing ‘Whack a mole’
SELFIE – Whack a mole

This week … 7 Days

When ‘selfie’ starts to pop up WHACK IT
I want …

I, I, I

Me, me, me

WHACK IT
