Practical Christianity

James 4:13-17

If it is the Lord’s will
We have been studying a ancient letter written by Jesus’ brother James for the last couple of months.
We have a couple of weeks left in our study of the letter
James was the ½ brother of Jesus

When Jesus was 30 years old – he left home, leaving James as the oldest child/male in the house

James was not a ‘believer’ during the 3 years of Jesus’ public ministry

Jesus appeared to James after his resurrection from the dead

James ‘believed’ and became the leader of the church in Jerusalem

In 62 James was martyred by the Jewish establishment for teaching that his brother Jesus had risen from the dead and that Jesus was the promised Messiah of Israel

This ancient letter that we are studying was written by James in the mid/late 50’s AD

This letter is from James’ to the people who he had pastured/responsible for when they were in Jerusalem
Because of a number of persecutions believers had fled as refugees from Jerusalem and had scattered across the Roman Empire
He wrote to encourage them and to give them direction/instruction to live as followers of Jesus in very trying times and places
James instructing his former members:  How to live the Jesus’ life with your ‘all your heart, soul, mind and strength …

Pray - Let’s jump into our study.

It is interesting how much time we/people spend thinking about tomorrow

I worked on this study off/on throughout the week

Yesterday AM I woke up thinking about the 3rd week in August that there would only be 2 more weeks until the building is filled with teachers/students and classes.
School doesn’t end until Wednesday
and I was already into August

Early this morning I was thinking about – what seems like just a couple of years ago – all the focus on Y2K

36 years ago - When I first started my journey of following Jesus there was significant emphasis on the 2nd coming of Jesus

BOOK: The Late Great Planet Earth

MOVIES: A Thief in the Night, A Distant Thunder, The Mark of the Beast
I remember going to a conference at the Seattle Center – Hal Lindsey and Chuck Smith

He’s coming back/the world is going to end

NO – I want to get married first!

When a child is little they can’t wait to go to school
When they are in HS they can’t wait to get out

Mixed emotions – get out of school they have to grow up – but they want to grow up

Now – Do I work or go to college? 

Those that go to college soon can’t wait to graduate and get a job
Those that start working – can’t wait for the weekend and/or vacation
Not that many years go by and people start thinking about retirement 

There are singles who want to get married

Couples get married and they want to have kids
Have kids --- after a few years can’t wait for them to get out of the house

Ask the kids – are they ready for summer – YES

Ask the moms - NO

See kids at the fair --- ready for school? – NO
Ask moms – YES!

Focus often seems to be on what’s next – the focus is on TOMORROW
Verse from the them song of Annie – Tomorrow
Just thinkin´ about Tomorrow
Clears away the cobwebs
And the sorrow
´Til there´s none

From Shakespeare’s - Macbeth 

Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow,

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day,

To the last syllable of recorded time;

Procrastinators are always thinking about tomorrow because tomorrow is an opportunity!
Procrastinators Motto:

Why do today what you can put off until TOMORROW.

Do not put off till tomorrow what can be put off till day-after-tomorrow just as well. Mark Twain

When people are thinking about tomorrow they are often making plans

Planning what could be
Planning for eventualities

Dreaming/anticipating 


Throughout the next few weekends, all across the country Dr. Seuss’ poem entitled: “The Places You’ll Go” will be read --- Part of that poem goes like this:

You have brains in your head.

You have feet in your shoes.

You can steer yourself any direction you choose.

You’re on your own.

And you know what you know.

And YOU are the guy who’ll decide where to go.
The message:

· You are the master of your future

· You decide

· Make your plans

· Do what you want to do

· Go where you want to go

Plan, Plan, Plan

Decide, Decide, Decide

Planning is part of what we are going to look at today

Tomorrow is part of what we are going to look at today
Right from the top – I don’t want you to think that James is against planning or that God is against planning
There are dozens of verses in Proverbs about planning

Proverbs 16 – has 4 verses about PLANS
Plans/planning are not bad … But plans need to be held loosely 
Someone once said – If you want to make God laugh, tell Him your plans. 
The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the Lord.  Proverbs 16:1 (ESV)

The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps. Proverbs 16:9 (ESV)

3500 years ago – Moses words/prayer – recorded 500 years later in the book of Psalms

500 years later – the prayer was written down in the book of Psalms – HOW

People kept praying it over and over

Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  Psalms 90:12 NIV

Help us to understand the future – give us wisdom to live tomorrow wisely. 

Let’s look at what James has to say about the believer’s attitude about ‘tomorrow’
Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 
Some of those that had fled Jerusalem because of the persecution were involved in some sort of business.
Part of their business was to travel to various areas/cities.

Some of their trips were short/some of their trips were for an extended period of time.

James challenges them about their attitude toward TOMORROW

They were constantly planning business situations and ‘making money’
Making plans wasn’t the problem
God has no problem with people dreaming and making plans

The problem that James was referring to was planning as if God was not in control

Believing in God but planning as if He doesn’t exist.
James gives two reasons why planning/living as if we are in control is foolish
Planning/Living as if we can actually dictate what happens in the future
Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 
Living like we are in control is foolish because none of us knows what will happen tomorrow.
Don’t live like you are in control ---- YOU JUST DON’T KNOW!

Real Estate developer Larry Silverstein owns significant real estate in NY City.  There was one piece of real estate that he was desperate to control.  He was obsessed with adding the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center to his holdings.  So on July 24, 2001 Silverstein and Silverstein Properties signed a 99 year lease for $3.2 billion.  His wish had come true. Included in the lease was the conditions that if the Towers were somehow destroyed that he and his partners were obligated to pay $120 million a year to reserve the right to rebuild.
"This is a dream come true, we will be in control of a prized asset, and we will seek to develop its potential, raising it to new heights." Larry Silverstein
Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow.
After securing the lease to the Twin Towers it was Silverstein’s regular practice to eat breakfast atop the building – looking out over the city.
The morning of September 11, 2001 – Silverstein’s wife had made an appointment for him to see a dermatologist and she insisted that he keep the appointment.  So he headed to the dermatologist … The rest is history ...

Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow.

You, just don’t know.

The second reason that he gives for not living like you are in control of your future/destiny or tomorrow
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 
Life is brief

Life is fragile

Life lasts shorter than any of us anticipate

Life and death is in God’s hands

Job

In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.  Job 12:10 (ESV)
David

O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I am!

Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing before you.

Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! Psalms 39:4-5 (ESV)
Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." 
James’ words are reminiscent of the words of David:

I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”

My times are in your hand…Make your face shine on your servant; save me in your steadfast love! Psalms 31:14-16 (ESV)

Someone said it this way --- Write your plans in pencil and then give God the eraser.  
As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. 
Instead of writing your plans in pencil and giving God the eraser you live/boast as if your plans are written in permanent marker
Not only have your plans been written in permanent ink

You boast about your plans 

You boast about what you are going to accomplish

Solomon

Don’t brag about tomorrow, since you don’t know what the day will bring.  Proverbs 27:1 (NLT)

All such boasting is evil. If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn't do it, it is sin for them.   James 4:13-17 NIV
Boasting about tomorrow is evil

If you know the good you should do … And don’t do it … It is SIN

Specific application is you know you should have the attitude of submitting

You know that your life is not really in your control

You know that life is fleeting

You know that all your plans should be submitted to God
Finally – stop boasting about your plans – your life – your future

You know you should live this way – go and live this way
We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by God. God will be constantly crossing our paths and cancelling our plans by sending us people with claims and petitions. We may pass them by, preoccupied with our more important tasks, as the priest passed by the man who had fallen among thieves, perhaps -- reading the Bible. . . . . it is part of the discipline of humility that we must not spare our hand where it can perform a service and we do not assume that our schedule is our own to manage, but allow it to be arranged by God.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together

Today is not mine

Tomorrow is not mine

What should be the attitude that we walk out of here with?

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.

In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  Proverbs 3:5-6 (ESV)

