Practical Christianity

James 5:7-12

Don’t Nitpick
We have been studying an ancient letter written by Jesus’ brother James for the last couple of months.

We have a couple of weeks left in our study of the letter

James was the ½ brother of Jesus

When Jesus was 30 years old – he left home, leaving James as the oldest child/male in the house

James was not a ‘believer’ during the 3 years of Jesus’ public ministry

Jesus appeared to James after his resurrection from the dead

James ‘believed’ and became the leader of the church in Jerusalem

In 62 James was martyred by the Jewish establishment for teaching that his brother Jesus had risen from the dead and that Jesus was the promised Messiah of Israel

This ancient letter that we are studying was written by James in the mid/late 50’s AD

This letter is from James’ to the people who he had pastured/responsible for when they were in Jerusalem

Because of a number of persecutions believers had fled as refugees from Jerusalem and had scattered across the Roman Empire

He wrote to encourage them and to give them direction/instruction to live as followers of Jesus in very trying times and places

James instructing his former members:  How to live the Jesus’ life with your ‘all your heart, soul, mind and strength …

James 5 is an assortment of instructions – James spends the last portion of his letter wrapping up things that need taken care of
We are going to READ the first 6 verses – wealth, employers, treatment of the poor … but I’m not going to comment on them.
Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 

Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 

You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you. James 5:1-6 NIV

James speaks as a prophet to the injustices and oppression of the rich
He gets after the wealthy who were oppressing those that they controlled.

He blasts them for the way that they have treated people

This is the one time in his letter that he addresses those outside the church.

Maybe he does it – in hopes that some will read/see it

Maybe he does it – to show empathy/understanding to the believers who are suffering

After James is done ‘venting’ on the rich/oppressors – he puts his ‘Pastor’ hat back on and now addresses the attitudes of those he has led.
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
Be patient …

The word that is used in the directive to ‘be patient’ is a word used not about patience with the circumstances

But rather patience with people

James encouraged them to be patient with people in the midst of the oppression/injustice that they were experiencing.

Be patient even when people and circumstances are trying your patience. 

James is fully aware of the oppression/mistreatment/thievery that they had been victims of
Even in light of the injustice - James exhorts them to be patient

James then uses farming as an illustration of how to be patient/how patient they need to be

James describes the farmer’s crop as “valuable” 
His readers were living on an economic precipice
Valuable – because nothing got wasted

When you don’t know if you’ll have something to feed your family with the next day you don’t waste

Romania – Be very careful what you eat – Teach – invite you to their house – Pull leftovers out of the cupboard

The vast majority of people in James’ era were poor

Hand to mouth – day to day existence

Today’s wages bought the next day’s meals. 
Not knowing where there next meal was going to come from or if they would live another year.

They were frequently/often exploited by those who had wealth/power/control

The constant pressure and oppression seems to have brought things to the boiling point

The average person was frequently/often exploited by those who had wealth/power/control

The constant pressure and oppression seems to have brought things to the boiling point

Be patient … Until the Lord’s coming
It may seem odd – the admonition to be patient – UNTIL THE LORD’S COMING

For the early believers they were convinced that Jesus would return soon/in their lifetime

300 times the NT writers wrote/hinted the return of Jesus
James ‘Be patient’

7 – Be patient – the farmer ‘patiently waiting’ - 8 – You also, be patient

See how the farmer waits …

The farmer has to patiently wait

He can’t hurry the process

Late in the winter children/adults alike would often limit their intake of grain
The grain had to feed them
The grain had to plant their next years’ harvest

It was common for food to be rationed and the children to be crying from hunger during the month or two before harvest.
The children sit there crying while there’s a bag of grain sitting over there in the corner
 I’m hungry but it’s my seed.

In much the same way we can’t make Jesus come back

We can’t do anything to hurry him up

BE PATIENT
Stand Firm

Lit:  Strengthen your heart/stabilize your hearts
When you’d like to run and hide – stay where you are
Think long 

Have a long fuse

Serving Jesus has been referred to as ‘a long wait’

It is easy to become impatient – get a sour attitude – when we see someone getting ahead who in our minds shouldn’t be getting ahead
Maybe it’s an oppressor

Maybe it’s the instigator of injustice 

Around the world that is often the case

The oppressed sit by and watch the oppressor getting more and more

The victims of injustice watch as the perpetrator gets richer and richer

Asaph wrote it this way:

Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.

But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped.

For I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  Asaph - Psalm 73:1-3 ESV

Be patient
Stand firm

There is a great promise in the OT book of Isaiah

You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.  Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock.  Isaiah 26:3-4 (ESV)
Don’t grumble because - The Judge is standing at the door!
Jesus is pictured as the Judge – standing at the door to the courtroom
But not as the judge to deal with the injustice/oppression/mistreatment

Judge to deal with the grumbling 
Kids fighting – Mom and Dad are coming into the room

Students misbehaving – Listening for the teacher to come back to the room

Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

James uses a couple of other examples of patience

The prophets and Job
The prophets were hearing from God, speaking for God and often vessels of God’s miracles yet they had to ‘suffer’ – they had to endure hardship, mistreatment 
Daniel – thrown in the lion’s den
Jeremiah – thrown in a well, beaten, put in stocks, chained, executed

Amos – tortured and killed

Isaiah – sawn in two
Zechariah – killed in the Temple
Elijah – Prophesied the ‘word of the Lord’ that it would not rain for 30 years, that there would be famine/drought

The famine/drought/no rain – came just as he/God said

Elijah wasn’t rescued – he suffered through the drought/famine like everyone else 
The prophets suffered every imaginable kind of hardship

They did it patiently
I wonder if James had any idea that 10 years after writing these words --- ‘As an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets…’

That James himself would be executed for speaking ‘in the name of the Lord.’ 
Let Job be your example

He patiently endured – suffering of loss, physical pain, sickness

He patiently endured the slings/arrows of his friends/advisors

The end result of his perseverance – greater blessing than he had in the beginning

The greater blessing didn’t take away the pain – but it was greater blessing

James reminds them of the character of Jesus – full of compassion and mercy
Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will be condemned.  James 5:7-12

James reiterates the teaching of Jesus

You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.'  But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 

All you need to say is simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.  Matthew 5:33-37 NIV

Above all – especially – be true to your word

Yes/No

In James 5:4 – the rich were not true to their promises of paying the wages that they owed workers

· Don’t exaggerate

· Don’t lie

· To tell half-truths

· Don’t omit truth

It was a common practice for Jewish people to swear oaths upon everything but the Lord
Temple …

Law …

King …
Kids/Adults
Cross my heart hope to die …

‘I swear…’
Isn’t it interesting that the more things change … the more that they stay the same?

2000 years later we’re still constantly faced with honesty/dishonesty – exaggerations/half-truths

Frustration of people not being true to their word

Jim Cary – Liar, Liar

 “No one can survive in the adult world if they have to stick to the truth.” 

Let me go back to one line from verse 5:9

Don’t grumble against one another
Imagine the situation they find themselves in … they are working but not getting paid

If they work for someone else --- they finish their days work and then … they go home to their own small plot of land

They go into their homes 

There in the corner is the bag of seed

They began to grumble … 
They began to get on each other’s nerves…
I had this boss … sneak up on me … scare the bejeebers out of me

If you don’t complain – there’s a blessing in it …

What was happening to them was not unique to their situation or their circumstances.

Around the same time the Apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Philippi about the same issue.

Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, "children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation."  Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky.
Philippians 2:14-15 NIV

It is easy to get worked up when things are happening that we don’t have any control over

Things that are unjust

Things that cause us hardship

How about when God ‘isn't’ working on our timetable or according to our agenda…

Have you gotten impatient?

When we get all lathered up …

When our timetable isn't happening …
It is easy to start lashing out at the people closest too us

They are within reach

It almost feels natural 

It is easy to start – Nitpicking 

‘Nitpicker’ was first used in 1951 to describe people in the Pentagon who quarreled about trivial words and expressions and meaning, but who never ended up helping to improve anything.    
Finding fault but never making any improvements.

Looking closely/scrutinizing someone else for anything they can find wrong
Nitpick

Nitpick --- at each other 

It is common when things don’t go the way we want to begin to blame and grumble against others 

Do you ever do that?
Blaming others is always easier than taking responsibility or surrendering to ‘life’
Be patient ---- don’t grumble
Be patient ---- don’t grumble

Be patient ---- don’t grumble

