What are you wearing?

It’s time to change your clothes.

Romans 13:12
How many of you threw something on today without much thought to what you were going to wear?

How many of you decided what you were going to wear today?

In years past when I wore dress slacks and a tie, it was not uncommon to have Barbara say something like:  “That’s not what you’re planning on wearing is it?”  Interpretation my shirt, tie or both were wrong.

How many of you changed clothes once you had something on?

There is and has been for a long time different philosophies and research regarding how people are affected by what they wear.

The power of clothes/changing clothes – often seen in:

Trying to change a toddler’s clothes!

Trying to get a middle school boy to change his clothes on an overnight field trip

(Girls – suitcase the size of a mini-cooper/Boys – one outfit the whole trip)

The old advice that you might have heard:  Dress for the job you want, not the job you have.
Spend just a few minutes looking into the subject and you find thoughts like:

· Change your clothes, Change your mood.

· Change your clothes, Change your life.

· Change your clothes, Change your world.

· Fate changes when you change your clothes.  Amy Tan
· The Transformative Power of Clothes

The amount of information on the web regarding this is incredible.
Scientific America – Dress for Success: How Clothes Influence our Performance

The Atlantic – Wearing a Suit Makes People Think Differently
The idea of Power Dressing 
Men – Power Tie – “Red.”
Wikipedia - Power dressing is a fashion style that enables women to establish their authority in a professional and political environment traditionally dominated by men.  
Pant Suit – Hilary Clinton – Talk about why Hilary Clinton wears them – She’s making a statement.

Power Suit – Margaret Thatcher 

Search on Amazon
Video
The idea that about what a person wears impacting the person is not new

Toward the beginning of the Bible, in the book of Genesis 

Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit 
Eating the fruit, their choice to disobey God and eat the fruit, changed them

The first thing they did – Got dressed.

At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.  (Genesis 3:7 NLT)

After God had disciplined them He made clothes for them.

The LORD God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.  (Genesis 3:21 NLT)

Abraham – Isaac – Jacob and Esau – Jacob and Esau fought

Jacob was going to relocate his family and the night before the big move he gave these instructions:

Jacob told everyone in his household, "Get rid of all your pagan idols, purify yourselves, and put on clean clothing. (Genesis 35:2 NLT)

The Apostle Paul used the analogy/metaphor of TAKING OFF OLD CLOTHES AND PUTTING ON NEW CLOTHES 2000 years ago of changing clothes.

This analogy was a favorite of Paul’s

Here’s an example from his letter to the believers in the city of Ephesus

Throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception.  (Ephesians 4:22 NLT)

Take off your old sinful nature – pulling off some old clothes

AMP – Strip yourselves of your former nature

Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.

(Ephesians 4:24 NLT)
Put on your new nature
Put on some new clothes or Put on some clean clothes

I want to spend a few minute walking you through one of the passages where Paul actually uses the analogy of clothes more than once.

This is a letter that Paul dictated to his secretary/scribe to believers in the city of Rome.

in the early 60’s.

This was a few years before Paul would be executed by beheading in the city of Rome at the direction of Emperor Nero.  

The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. 

The “night” that Paul was referring to was the time between Jesus’ resurrection from the dead and His return to earth.

The early believers thought that Jesus was going to return and set up the KOG in their lifetime.

They were looking for him.

As the disciples watched Jesus ascended/went up into heaven, an angel appeared

The angel told Peter, James, John and the other disciples that Jesus would return in the clouds

Every day, every event – they were looking

In their view of life, it was not:

WILL HE return in their lifetime
It was WHAT DAY WOULD HE RETURN?
They had no idea that 2000 years would pass without Jesus returning to set-up the KOG

In very real ways they were experiencing NIGHT
Exclusion from the Jewish worship/culture

Persecution by the religious leaders and Roman authorities

Torture – creating fear among the church

Executions were becoming common occurrences.

So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right living.  Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. 

So remove your “dark deeds like dirty clothes.”
He makes reference to “dark deeds.”
“Dark deeds” are deeds done in darkness, in secret, in hiding, under the covers

He is referring to deeds that send a person into a tailspin over whether someone will find out or not.

The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. (Romans 13:12 NIV)

Unclear – dark deeds or deeds of darkness
Here’s what I know – DARK DEEDS are usually DONE IN THE DARK

As a pastor, I see and hear certain things that non-pastors probably aren’t aware of or don’t catch on to.

A few weeks ago I saw in the news that a pastor of a church of 30,000 people was fired by the elders of the church he led for abusing alcohol.  

Pastor’s who drink, often drink at times and in places so that people don’t find out

Seldom does a pastor drink at the church or in his office

Seldom does a pastor drink a beer on Sunday while he’s teaching

The reason this caught my attention is that a recent large survey of lead pastors in assorted denominations across the country found that 17% of those who responded had abused alcohol and/or prescription drugs
17% of those who responded – it seems like a percentage of those surveyed who had abused alcohol, or prescription drugs would have chosen not to answer. 

A few years ago I was in a conversation with a pastor who was quite a bit younger than me.

We were talking about his drinking

“My wife and I don’t get drunk.  We just get buzzed.”

How do the public service announcements on the radio and TV put it? 

Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

Before any of us starts getting self-righteous

Every one of us has done “dark deeds” that we have fretted about hoping that someone else doesn’t find out.

Illustration

Probably, every one of us has said something about someone that we wish we could take back.

Since we can’t take back what we said, we’ve spent time biting our nails hoping that the person whom we talked about doesn’t find out.

We don’t want to face them because we are afraid of how will they act/react

We avoid them so that we don’t have to be embarrassed because of what we said
That was a “dark deed.”  - done in darkness
Take off “dark deeds” done in darkness

put on the shining armor of right living
“Put on Jesus”

Jesus’ perspective on life
Jesus’ priorities

Jesus’ thinking

Jesus’ values when it comes to people
Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. 

Followers of Jesus are people of the light
Followers of Jesus are to live their life in the light

YP who fell in love with a young lady in the church he was on staff at

The young lady fell in love with him

They were similar ages – she was out of HS, and he was in his early 20’s

The YP went to his boss/the pastor to talk to him about this young lady and their feelings

The boss/pastor and the pastor’s wife didn’t approve

In their mind, the young lady was not “pastor’s wife material” – WHATEVER THAT MEANS

The boss/pastor/pastor’s wife knew that they couldn’t stop the couple from seeing each other

If you are going to see each other don’t do it around here – date somewhere else
ABSOLUTE worst advice that could have ever been given!

Essentially they were saying:  “DATE IN DARKNESS.”

Insight:  DATING IN DARKNESS WILL LEAD TO DEEDS OF DARKNESS

Followers of Jesus are people of the light – IF IT CAN’T BE DONE IN THE LIGHT – IT SHOULDN’T BE DONE!

Don't participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 
We don’t know what Paul was referring to here.

Was he saying “Don’t be like the culture around you that is living in darkness, wild parties, drunkenness?”

Pointing to the culture

Was he saying these things because he had gotten news/report that believers were living in darkness

Pointing to followers of Jesus who were participating in darkness

Both?
We don’t know, but the directive is very clear
Wild parties, drunkenness, sexual promiscuity, immoral living, quarreling, and jealousy
Those are dark deeds done in the dark

Those are night time activities that shouldn’t be participated in by people of the light 
Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And don't let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires.  (Romans 13:12-14 NLT)

There’s a different way
There is a way that is light

He gets very specific – DON’T LET YOURSELF THINK ABOUT WAYS TO INDULGE YOUR EVIL DESIRES

Your mind starts to wander towards dark deeds that would have to be done in darkness

Stop

Change what you think about

Clear your thinking 

Years ago – a Bible teacher/conference speaker talked about this idea - Brent

Teaching at a camp or a conference for young people and inevitably a young man would come up after he was done teaching

This young follower of Jesus would go into a long description of how hard it was to control himself when he was on a date

“Tell me about it.”

Young man:  “We get in the car and head out for a drive somewhere and pretty soon … well you know.”

Brent: “First, heading out for a drive somewhere bad idea!”  (using the idea today – driving into ‘darkness’)

Brent: “Second, does does the car have door handles?”

Young man:  “What? Of course!”

Brent:  “When you start ‘Not being about to control yourself’ grab the door handle, open the door, get out and do as many push-ups as you can.”

“If that doesn’t solve your ‘control’ issue, give the girl the keys, and you start walking towards home.”

We look for miraculous solutions to deeds of darkness done in darkness
The miracle starts with - DON’T LET YOURSELF THINK ABOUT WAYS TO INDULGE YOUR EVIL DESIRES

“I could stop by on my way home from work.  It won’t hurt anybody, and I’ll just be there a few minutes.”

Call your wife and tell her your plans – I bet that your plans change!

“I’m not going to spend any money on a website, If I get to one of those “You must be 18 warnings” I won’t go any further.”

Call your mom and tell her your plans – I bet that your plans change!

What does the Apostle Paul say:  DON’T LET YOURSELF THINK ABOUT WAYS TO INDULGE YOUR EVIL DESIRES
Do you have some dirty clothes that need to be taken off?
This is a great time to face the reality

I LIKE THESE CLOTHES … I DON’T WANT TO CHANGE

Ask Jesus to help you so that you want to change your clothes!

Make a plan:  Who you gonna call?
