What are you wearing?

Put on some Grace Clothes

Colossians 3:8-15

We’re talking about clothes – What we wear and why we wear it.

Last week I talked the power of clothes
The science around the impact that clothes have on a person and situations.

Wrong uniforms/5 technicals – every new sub was a technical 

Dress Code – I’ve been around the school here since day one in 1990.  Every year there is some discussion on why/what/how come? Regarding the dress code.  A girl is asked to cover up, a boy is asked to change something.
Years ago we were having a discussion at ICA about uniforms – for/against – pro/cons
#1 complaint was people students would all dress the same

Uniforms - Barbara loved them

Some people see clothing as functional

For other people, clothing is their identity/life

When we’d been out in the neighborhood – football/war/digging tunnels – My Mom:  You're not coming to the table in those clothes

There is a time and setting for different clothes

Clothes for chopping wood

Clothes for a wedding

Clothes for changing oil on a car

Clothes for taking a woman on a date

When a guy mixes up what to wear when it says something to the woman, and you might not get another date

Every woman/young lady has had an expectation of what a suitor or spouse should look like for an occasion/date/outing and has been sorely disappointed. 

Date, prom, meet the family

Paul uses the picture of changing clothes or putting on different clothing 12 times in his letters

It is one of his most used analogies/metaphors

Let me take you to one of those passages in his letter to the believers that were living in the city of Colosse; we call it Colossians

MSG – Colossians 3:1-15
I’m going to focus on 3:8-15
Five times he utilizes the “changing clothes” metaphor 

Since you are a new creation, you can't put on the old clothes 

The old clothes don’t fit well anymore
They are either: baggy, too tight, too short, too long
They just don’t fit any longer

Everyone around you sees you wearing clothes that don’t fit and thinks:  He needs to change his clothes.
“Off with the old, on with the new.”
“All dressed up with no place to go.”
Paul lists the clothes that a follower of Jesus is to take off.

Then he lists the clothes that a follower of Jesus is to put on.

Someone has called them:  Grave clothes vs. Grace clothes

Let’s first look at the “Grave Clothes.”
He already listed other clothes in the first 

So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don't be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming. (Colossians 3:5-6 NLT)
We’re not going to spend any time on these “grave” clothes

Let me read the next type of “grave” clothes that Paul describes.

But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language.  Don't lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like Him.  (Colossians 3:8-10 NLT) 

Take off anger and rage

Anger is the inside emotion – often subtle – justified/reasonable
Rage is the expression – over the top expression
Take it off – those are clothes that dead people wear.
Take off: Malicious behavior, slander, dirty language

Malicious – meanness
Slander – saying things just to harm someone
Dirty language – NIV: Filthy language - using language that your mother would threaten to wash your mouth out with soap if you used them 
Take them off – Those clothes are not the clothes of a Jesus follower 
Take off lying!

 “A man is never more truthful than when he acknowledges himself a liar.” (Mark Twain and I, p. 34).

Take it off! 

But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language.  Don't lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like Him.  (Colossians 3:8-10 NLT) 

You have stripped off your old sinful nature and its wicked deeds

The picture Paul is painting is of a person’s life being transformed when they surrender to follow Jesus

“Come to Jesus” and surrender to Him – it is STRIPPING OFF YOUR OLD SINFUL NATURE

If you’ve never “Come to Jesus” and surrendered control of your life to Him:

You are still living in “Grave Clothes.”

You can attempt to put on “Grace Clothes” but “Grace Clothes” come from Jesus. 
You can surrender control of your life to Jesus – Right this very moment
Put on your new nature

Paul then – now that you’ve taken off all of those “Grave Clothes.”
Put on your “Grace Clothes.”

Since God chose you to be the holy people  He loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each other's faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. (Colossians 3:12-15 NLT)

Let’s look at each one of these pieces of “Grace Clothes.”

Tenderhearted mercy or Compassion - shows sensitivity to those suffering and in need.

Not giving a person what they deserve with feeling
This is how those who recorded the life of Jesus described Him

Moved with compassion … He had compassion on them … His heart overflowed with compassion … (Matthew 9:35; Mark 1:41; Luke 7:13 – as a few examples)

Compassion was one of the primary descriptions of Jesus by those who walked with Him.  

Jesus was not like the other Rabbi’s who seemed to be primarily concerned with propriety, order, and everything being appropriate.  

Whether it was a crippled person in need of healing, the woman at the well in need of acceptance or the woman caught in adultery that needed forgiveness, Jesus was motivated by compassion.
Practical application to compassion

Use your Google/Apple Maps

“Use your current location.”
Who in your “Current Location” do you need to show compassion to?

Whom do you need to show sensitivity to because they are suffering and in need?

Kindness - manifests itself in a sweet disposition and thoughtful interpersonal dealings.

In the late 1970’s and early 1980’s news reporters often used a phrase to describe the world “random acts of violence and senseless acts of cruelty.”

Anne Herbert, who worked for a magazine had been contemplating that phrase

It seemed to her that kindness was a characteristic that had fallen in a ditch by the side of the road.

In 1982, on a placemat in a restaurant, in Sausalito, CA - Actually as an act of rebellion against what was happening around her she wrote the phrase:  "Practice random kindness and senseless acts of beauty."
As you know every year around Valentine’s Day there is a holiday – Random Acts of Kindness

For followers of Jesus KINDNESS is not meant to be random acts but everyday clothes!

Humility - means having a realistic view of oneself, "thinking lowly of ourselves because we are so."

You’ve heard C.S. Lewis’ description of humility before, but it can never be said enough:

“Humility is not about thinking less of yourself but thinking of yourself less.”  C.S. Lewis

There is a famous football player that the younger people in the room have probably never heard of.

I know about him because he was one of my Dad’s favorite players.

In 1965, Gale Sayers entered the NFL.  In his rookie year, he scored 22 touchdowns which is still the NFL rookie record for touchdowns scored by a rookie.
He was selected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame one the first ballot, at age 34, the youngest inductee ever.
Gail Sayers wrote a book about his life, “I Am Third.” 
The book later became the basis of a classic movie, “Brian’s Song.” 
The name of the book came from a sign that Gail Sayers saw in a coach’s office. “I Am Third.” 
Strange sign to see in an athletic facility. 
You’d normally expect to see something like “I am first” or “I want to be first.” 
But instead, it was, “I am third.” 

One day Sayers asked the coach about the sign

The coach explained his life philosophy --- “God is first, others are second. I am third.”

God is first. 

Others above yourself.

You third

That’s the order of humility

“Humility is like underwear, essential, but indecent if it shows.”   Helen Nielsen

Gentleness - means not behaving harshly, arrogantly, or self-assertively-but with consideration for others.

Handling others gently

Not being rough with others

Patience - is the quality of being long-suffering, self-restraining. 
Patience serves as a protection against wrongs as clothes do against cold.  - Leonardo da Vinci, 1452 - 1519

The next two pieces of clothing almost expand on what patience is meant to look like

Make allowance for each other’s faults – NIV – Bear with each other

The idea is putting up with others and enduring discomfort.

Each other’s FAULTS – not just mistakes – but – FAULTS
That was your fault!  Make an allowance
You did that on purpose! – Make allowance
We judge other people’s motives based on their actions

We judge ourselves on our actions because our motives are always right

When we judge others, we tend to look at their outward behavior and make a quick decision based on our assumption of what is taking place.

When we judge ourselves, we tend to “cut ourselves some slack.” 
We might think:  “Maybe I shouldn’t have, but my intentions were good.” 
Forgive anyone who offends you - involves not holding a grudge or grievance.

Forgive ANYONE
Because you’ve been forgiven

Love - means doing what is best for another person.

Love has been said to be the universal clothing of all believers
Love really describes the whole outfit

I’m not sure that a person can be described as wearing love if compassion isn’t one of the pieces of their outfit

A mean loving person – Kindness

An arrogant/proud/boastful – loving person – Humility

A person clothed with love who doesn’t put up with others?

Tenderhearted mercy
Kindness
Humility
Gentleness
Patience 
Make allowance for each other's faults

Forgive anyone who offends you

Love
These are the clothes of a WELL DRESSED follower of Jesus.

One of them or two of them – the Jesus follower is only partially dressed.

Wearing those clothes isn’t that hard to do with people we don’t struggle with

The challenge to be WELL DRESSED is when it’s a difficult person in our life

What clothes do you need to take off?

What clothes do you need to put on?

What about if you memorized these?

Every day – on your way to work/school/putting on makeup or shaving

I put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience

Today I will make allowance for other people’s faults

Today I will forgive anyone who offends me

I am putting on LOVE

