Untangled

Freedom from the Seven Deadly Sins

Greed – How tangled up are you?
Luke 12:15
In the mid-4th century Evagrius of Pontus, a priest, and monk spent the last 17 years of his life in a monastic community.  

He spent those years searching his own heart and observing the people that he worked with

He compiled and listed attitudes, heart responses, desires, impulses, cravings, and actions.

He categorized everything in eight categories:  Pride, envy, greed, sloth/laziness, gluttony, lust anger and sadness or melancholy.

Evagrius’ disciple John Cassian continued Evagrius’ work on the list and writing

In the 6th century, Gregory the Great (Pope Gregory I) formulated them into the seven we presently have.
The Seven Deadly Sins was the primary topic of Christian writing for 1100 years.
It was written about over and over until the 15th century.
Gregory the Great wrote about the Seven Deadly Sins as roots and branches
This gave me the idea for the theme of the series “Untangled.”
Each of the Seven Deadly Sins is like a vine that wraps around a person’s heart/spirit squeezing the life out of a person.
Writers down through the centuries have referred to the Seven Deadly Sins as “humanity’s seven mistresses.”
Our culture’s perspective on sin has been in transition for decades

Sin is a word that has almost no place in the mainstream vocabulary
Even among most Christians I would bet that the word isn’t used in any give month

1995 Newsweek: WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO SIN? Kenneth Woodward – February 1995

2008 USA Today. “Has the notion of sin been lost?” asks writer Cathy Lynn Grossman

The view that our culture has of sin is far removed from what the prophets, Jesus and the NT writers taught about sin

Musician Marilyn Manson said this about the idea:

“All the seven deadly sins are man’s true nature. To be greedy. To be hateful. To have lust.”

Manson has an understanding of the seven deadly sins – the seven are man’s true nature.
But he doesn’t understand the concept the way it has been understood for 1600 years.

Here’s the rest of his quote:

“All the seven deadly sins are man’s true nature. To be greedy. To be hateful. To have lust. Of course, you have to control them, but if you’re made to feel guilty for being human, then you’re going to be trapped in a never-ending sin-and-repent cycle that you can’t escape from.” Marilyn Manson
The Seven Deadly Sins:

Pride, Anger, Lust, Gluttony, Sloth/Laziness, Greed, Envy 

Last week we looked at Envy

In 2009 Kansas State University set out to study the impact of the Seven Deadly Sins on each state and the country.
They used variable matrix for each of the Seven Sins
Here’s what Envy looks like across the nation
The darkest green areas were the most envious 

ENVY MAP

Today we’re going to look at “greed.”
Someone has said:

Every hundred years the Seven Deadly Sins meet in hell for a tournament.  The winner earns the right to be humanity’s most prominent sin until the next tournament comes around.  Unknown
I’m not sure which of the Seven Deadly Sins is the most prominent today …
Here’s a recent editorial comic regarding the Seven

GREED COMIC

Greed is not a new concept.
It has been written on for centuries.

Thomas Aquinas thought the sin of greed as one of the worst of the Seven Deadly Sins because greed has the capacity to distort the other six sins.
James Ogilvy explains Aquinas 
Greed turns:

· Love into lust

· Leisure into sloth/laziness

· Hunger into gluttony

· Honor into pride

· Righteous indignation into anger

· Admiration into envy

In 536 BC the prophet, Jeremiah described society by saying:  “Everyone is greedy for gain.”
Jesus often spoke about “greed” – here’s one example
Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions." (Luke 12:15 NASB)

The Apostle Paul declared that “greed” should not be found among followers of Jesus
Be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.  But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. (Ephesians 5:1-3 NASB)

Greed is so dangerous that the Paul instructed the believers in Corinth not to associate or not to eat with a man who is greedy.  
I meant that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people. 1 Corinthians 5:11 NLT
If we're going to talk about greed let's talk about those greedy “so and so.”
1982 – 23 billionaires 

1996 – 132 billionaires 
2016 – 540 billionaires
$1 billion dollars is the equivalent the cradle to grave earnings of 120 people
January 2016 news channels reported that the top 62 billionaires around the world have more wealth than the lower half of the earth’s population 
The world’s top 62 billionaires have the same amount of wealth as 3.7 billion people on the planet
How about - Price gouging?
This week in the days leading up to Hurricane Matthew

$10.00 a gallon for gas

$1.00 bottles of water going for $5.00
Motel rooms going for 3 times their normal rate

It’s easy to spot greed in others

Greed is so subtle though that we often don’t see it in ourselves

In the Kansas State University study
Here’s what the Greed Matrix looked like

GREED MAP

Look at Jesus’ words again:
Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions." (Luke 12:15 NASB)

Jesus said to beware and be on your guard against - Every form of greed
Life doesn’t consist in possessions. 
When it comes to greed, the question isn’t: “Am I greedy or not?”
The question is:  “How much has greed tangled itself around my life.”

Greed is a sin that no one admits.

I’ve never heard someone say:  Pastor Matt, my problem is that I’m greedy!

Greed blinds people so that they are unable to understand what “enough” means

A couple  of years ago some of us helped move a family from Clinton to Coupeville.

Walked into this house – they were not ready to move

Wall to wall stuff

Packing up the upstairs closet – brand new still in the packaging Nintendo components, toys, electronics

How much is “enough?”

Parents haven’t you at someone point said to one of your children “You have enough … toys, clothes, movies, games …”

BUT I DON’T HAVE THIS ONE!

Greed undercuts a person’s ability to see the true value of things
Greed’s object is money, or whatever money can buy or do for a person

What is greed?
Greed is an excessive love of or desire for money

An excessive love of the possessions money can buy

Excessive love of what money can do for a person

Greed can be defined as simply as “Wanting lots of Stuff.”

“Greed is the sin that puts a price on everything.”

Greed can wear many faces and can be found in: 

An overflowing shopping cart or in a single purchase

In a stock portfolio, that is aggressive or one that is very conservative

In a wallet full of credit cards or a safety deposit box with a few carefully guarded treasures
A garage full of expensive cars or a closet jammed full of “deals.”
Greed tends to trust in money for happiness and security
Greed is not just about having more – it's about what is “MINE.”
Greed is about whether possessions control us or we control our possessions.

Whether we control our stuff or our stuff controls us.

Our possessions are meant to serve our needs and our humanness, rather that our lives being centered around service to our possessions and our desires for them.  Rebecca DeYoung
The sixth-century Roman philosopher Boethius pointed out after he had lost all his earthly possessions: 
 “The more stuff we possess, the more money, time and energy we need to protect and care for it all.”
Greed changes people
For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 1 Timothy 6:10 NLT
Greed, when it is not combatted, begins to change people in strange ways
When a person is tangled in Greed - Rather than wealth securing freedom from worry, wealth actually increases people’s worry
I need more to protect what I have … this might not be enough 
Greed has a way of convincing people to serve and love money, rather than using the money to serve and love people.
2 Kings 5
There was a man named Naaman who was the commander of the army of the King of Aram.

He was an incredible soldier and leader
He had leprosy
Some of the soldiers of Aram had taken a young Hebrew girl captive
The young girl became a servant to Naaman’s wife

The young girl told Naaman’s wife about a prophet who could heal him of his leprosy
Naaman went to the King of Israel with a letter from the King of Aram requesting that he heal Naaman
When Elisha the prophet heard about Naaman and the King of Israel he sent for Naaman
When Naaman came to see Elisha, Elisha sent a messenger to tell Naaman to and wash seven times in the Jordan River.
Naaman was furious

How dare Elisha not come out and call on God to heal him.
Naaman’s servants went to him – If the prophet had told you to do something great you would have done it.

Why not do something simple? 

Naaman dipped himself in the water as he was instructed and he was healed.

Naaman tried to pay Elisha for the healing.
Elisha turned him down.

Naaman urged him over and over, but Elisha refused the money.
Naaman started his journey home and had traveled some distance 

Meanwhile, greed was talking to Gehazi, the servant of Elisha
Greed was tangling the vine around his heart
Here’s how the story goes:

Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the man of God, said to himself, “My master should not have let this Aramean get away without accepting any of his gifts. As surely as the Lord lives, I will chase after him and get something from him.” So Gehazi set off after Naaman.

He thought about “what could be.”
Greed convinced him, or he convinced himself that he was owed something.
He can’t let this guy leave without coughing up some cash.

When Naaman saw Gehazi running after him, he climbed down from his chariot and went to meet him. “Is everything all right?” Naaman asked.

“Yes,” Gehazi said, “but my master has sent me to tell you that two young prophets from the hill country of Ephraim have just arrived. He would like 75 pounds of silver and two sets of clothing to give to them.”
He lied to Naaman – GREED is deceptive – understate, overstate, leave out, exaggerate, manipulate
“By all means, take twice as much silver,” Naaman insisted. He gave him two sets of clothing, tied up the money in two bags, and sent two of his servants to carry the gifts for Gehazi. But when they arrived at the citadel, Gehazi took the gifts from the servants and sent the men back. Then he went and hid the gifts inside the house.

When he went in to his master, Elisha asked him, “Where have you been, Gehazi?”
“I haven’t been anywhere,” he replied.

He lied to Elisha

But Elisha asked him, “Don’t you realize that I was there in spirit when Naaman stepped down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the time to receive money and clothing, olive groves and vineyards, sheep and cattle, and male and female servants? Because you have done this, you and your descendants will suffer from Naaman’s leprosy forever.” When Gehazi left the room, he was covered with leprosy; his skin was white as snow.  2 Kings 5:20-27 NLT
Greed not only changes those that it tangles itself around.
Greed changes relationships.
Greed changes the course of a person’s life.

some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows
Greed brings grief to the whole family – Proverbs 15:27
Greed causes fighting – Proverbs 28:25
Greed trips people up – Ezekiel 7:19

Lives begin to be ruled by greed – Jeremiah 6:13; 8:10

Greed robs people of life – Proverbs 1:19

Greed is progressive.  
Greed starts with just a little tiny vine working its way into and around a person’s heart.

Judas, the one who betrayed Jesus regularly stole from the money purse of Jesus and the disciples
That wasn’t enough – Judas waited and looked for an opportunity to sell Jesus
He sold Jesus to the authorities for thirty pieces of silver

Luxury has become so commonplace that giving up a luxury seems like it is chopping at the vine of greed
Giving up luxury is not chopping at the vine of greed – more like picking leaves

A regular practice for centuries by some followers of Jesus is to “give up” something for Lent – the forty days before Easter.
Prepare their hearts to celebrate and remember the most important day in history – Jesus’ resurrection

People give up all kinds of things – a meal, sleep, sex

It's not uncommon for people to give up chocolate for lent
Giving up chocolate is giving up a luxury and giving up a luxury doesn’t chop at the vine of greed.
Donating old clothes to the needy while planning to purchase new clothes, doesn’t chop at the vine of greed.
Let’s say that the local food bank is in desperate straights 

Here’s what the average person does:  Look at their life, look at their stuff, look at their wants, look at their  bank account and then ask the question – what can I afford?

Knowing what they have, want to get, how much of a cushion they are comfortable with 

That line of questioning doesn’t chop at the vine of greed that tangles its way around the human heart.

What do our buying and spending habits tell us about the desires and attachments of our hearts?

Imagine that someone who knew absolutely nothing about you had access to all of your financial records and spending habits – investments, savings, checkbooks, tax returns, cash, possessions – What sort of judgments could they make about your character, your priorities, what you are attached to, where your excesses are and where your deficiencies are?
What would they learn about what you REALLY care about?

Untangle

Two most powerful and sharpest tools to chop away at the vine of greed
Contentment

Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned how to be content with whatever I have. I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have learned the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or little. For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.  Philippians 4:11-13 NLT

Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 1 Timothy 6:6-8 NLT

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said,

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”

So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.

What can mere mortals do to me?”

Hebrews 13:5-6 NIV

Those who use the things of the world should not become attached to them. For this world as we know it will soon pass away. 1 Corinthians 7:31 NLT

I’m OK with what I have and don’t have
I don’t need that – I want it, but I don’t NEED it

Having that might make life easier or more enjoyable, but it won’t make life BETTER

Contentment is a secret - not everyone knows it, not everyone is interested in it. 

The American economy is not built on contentment.

One of the most memorable portions of the days surrounding 9/11 was the President and leaders telling the American people – Go spend!  Don’t stop shopping! If you stop shopping and spending, the enemy wins!

Contentment is learned - it is not instantaneous. Learned through difficult circumstances, trials and tests. 

Contentment is based on God’s faithfulness. 

Generosity
The early followers of Jesus lived under the assumption that most of their income and possessions was not to be spent upgrading their own lifestyle, but to be given away.

Giving is intended by God to be part of detaching from things

Giving engraves on a person total dependence on God.

When I give and as a result, I no longer have, it forces me to depend on upon God.
People aren’t commanded by God to give to alleviate poverty only. 

People are commanded to give because the act of giving chops away at the roots of greed. 

Generosity ‘untangles’ the stranglehold that greed has on our heart.
How intensely has greed wrapped itself around you?

How easy/hard is it for you to give?

That is the barometer 

Untangling greed from the human heart is the is the idea behind the Biblical principle of Tithing 

When a person spends on themselves first and then gives to either God or others, the vine of greed just keeps tangling itself into the heart.
Honestly, it becomes easier and easier not to give week after week, month after month, year after year.
When a follower of Jesus tithes first and then spends on themselves later, that act of tithing chops away at the vine of greed.
If you want to get untangled from greed

1.  Come clean – admit it to yourself and God – “I’m greedy!  Jesus change me!”

2. Ask Jesus to teach you the secret of contentment.

3. Tithe – the more you give, the more you untangle from greed.

