Seven Deadly Sins

Pride: EGO – Edging God Out
Luke 18:9-14

In the middle of the fourth century AD, a monk by the name of Evagrius Ponticus started compiling lists of the various temptations that he encountered.  Eventually, he consolidated the lists into eight categories – “Eight Spiritual Demons.”  

In the 6th century, Gregory the Great formulated them into The Seven Deadly Sins that have passed down through history.

The Seven Deadly Sins

Pride, Anger, Lust, Gluttony, Laziness, Greed, Envy 

The truth behind sin is this:

Sin is not destructive because it is illegal, 
but sin is illegal because it is destructive.

As we’ve seen over the weeks - Sin is not a popular topic. 

“Christians seem to me to divide into two groups nowadays: the first lot don’t think that sin matters very much anyway, and the second know perfectly well that it does, but still can’t kick the habit.” NT Wright
We’ve spent the last six weeks looking at SIN
So far in the series we’ve talked about envy, gluttony, greed, laziness, lust, and anger

Today we’re going to tackle Pride
Over the weeks I have been showing you maps created by KSU that show what each of the Seven Deadly Sins looks like across the country.
If you were here last week, I showed you anger and our corner of the country were “average.”

That could give us something to be “proud about.”

Before you get too cocky, check this map out!
Here is the MAP for PRIDE
Pride is a very big deal.

Pride and derivatives are mentioned over 200xs in the Scripture
Solomon listed in Proverbs 7 things that were detestable to God #1 in the list “haughty eyes.”

Do you realize that the sin for which God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah was arrogance or pride?

“Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had arrogance, abundant food and careless ease, but she did not help the poor and needy.  Thus they were haughty and committed abominations before Me. Therefore I removed them when I saw it.” (Ezekiel 16:49-50 NASB)

Most people have been taught that Sodom was destroyed because of sexual deviancy and immortality 
Arrogance or “pride,” abundant food or “gluttony,” careless ease or “laziness/sloths” do did not help the poor and needy or “greedy.”
It was pride, gluttony, laziness and greed that produced “haughtiness” and “abominations.”
You might notice that the vine/ivy that we’ve had up here is gone.

If you continually fight against PRIDE, the vine will die and stop squeezing the life out of you.

Jesus told a parable about pride that produced a judgmental self-righteousness 
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 
As Jesus looked out upon the crowd, he saw the arrogance and the judgmental looks people gave towards others. 
"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
Two men:

The Pharisee, a professional religious leader – the best of the best when it came to religious practices and obedience to the OT law.

The tax collector, a professional thief.  Force people to pay their taxes and charged the people whatever fee they wanted.

The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.'
 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'”

 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
(Luke 18:9-14 NIV)

When I read this story, it reminds me of a line that became popular from the Clint Eastwood played a character Dirty Harry. 
“He’s a legend in his own mind.”
Pride is a dangerous sin. 
It eats away at our soul. 
· It convinces us that we are better than others, 
· that we deserve more than others, 
· that we owe less than others, 
· and that we are above the law.
Pride is described by theologians as — turned in upon the self
All eyes on me - “Look mommy!”  “Did you see Dad.”
From the start of life, people are hopelessly addicted to self. 

Addicts do crazy things to get a “fix.”
Self-addicts will do all kinds of irrational things to get a “self-fix.”
There is a term that has gained popularity over the last couple of years – Narcissism 

Someone who battles Narcissism is a “Self-Addict.”
Narcissist – Fascinated with themselves.

Carly Simon – Your so vain

You walked into the party
Like you were walking on a yacht
Your hat strategically dipped below one eye
Your scarf, it was apricot
You had one eye on the mirror
And watched yourself gavotte
And all the girls dreamed that they'd be your partner
They'd be your partner, and

You're so vain
You probably think this song is about you
You're so vain, 
I'll bet you think this song is about you
Don't you?
Don't you?

Pride is why we don’t let people know the truth about us.  
It’s the reason why we hide behind masks, cover-up, exaggerate, minimize and justify.
Pride is the sin that enables all the other sins to continue to thrive. 

· I can't let others see me. 
· I can't let them know that I struggle with gluttony, greed, and lust. 

· I have to hide it. 

Since I hide gluttony and greed and lust, they continue to grow and multiply. 
Pride says: “I will be in control.”
· I will be in control of what I do, what I say, how I act and feel. 

· I will not let others see what I don't want them to see. 

· I will deny, deny, deny if they think that they see something different than what I want them to see.

· I will control what others think of me. 

The proud person is totally committed to “self.”

EGO – Edging God Out
C. S. Lewis calls pride “The complete anti-God mindset.”
Jesus told a parable about Edging God Out:
Jesus told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ Luke 12:16-20 (NIV)
In this short parable - The pronoun “I” is used eleven times.
This man couldn’t see that he was EGO – Edging God Out

Like many other sins, we can't smell pride on us, but others can smell it across the room!
Untangle 

Pursue Humility - Humble yourself
All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble." Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  (1 Peter 5:5-6 NIV)

When Bernard of Clairvaux was asked what the four cardinal virtues were, he replied, “Humility, humility, humility, and humility.’”

C. S. Lewis perfectly defined humility: “Humility is not thinking less of ourselves, but thinking of ourselves less.”
The English word “Humility” has a Latin Root - word for the earth (humus)
Humility is earthy. 
Pride is above the earth. 

Humility is earthy. 
Humiliated is driven into the earth. 

Humility means to have a correct view of yourself 

Feet firmly planted on the ground

Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment.  Romans 12:3 (NIV)

See yourself as you really are - BB team at AAU
Jesus told another parable about pride and humility:
One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. Luke 14:1 (NIV)

When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ 
Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other guests. 
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” Luke 14:7-11 (NIV)

Norma Metcalf - Washington DC - Bible Study on Capital Hill

In God’s economy advancement comes through humbling 
Find a place to serve, any place, just find one
The greatest among you will be your servant. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.  (Matthew 23:11-12 NIV)

Shortly after Booker T. Washington, the famous black educator and advisor to Presidents took over the presidency of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, he was walking in an exclusive section of town when he was stopped by a wealthy white woman. 
Not knowing the famous Mr. Washington by sight, she asked if he would like to earn a few dollars by chopping wood for her. 

Because he had no pressing business at the moment, Professor Washington smiled, rolled up his sleeves, 

and proceeded to do the humble chore she had requested.  When he was finished, he carried the logs into 

the house and stacked them by the fireplace.
A little girl recognized him and later revealed his identity to the lady. The next morning the embarrassed woman went to see Mr. Washington in his office at the Institute and apologized profusely. 
"It's perfectly all right, Madam," he replied.  "Occasionally I enjoy a little manual labor. Besides, it's always a delight to do something for a friend." 
She shook his hand warmly and assured him that his meek and gracious attitude had endeared him and his by persuading some wealthy acquaintances to join her in donating thousands of dollars to the Tuskegee Institute.
Solitude 
Being alone

“Solitude . . . frees us from the panicked need for acclaim and approval.”  Richard Foster

One of the problems with this thing … iPhone/Cell phone

There is always an audience

We are always on display

Trying to impress or be impressed by someone
Try this … Put down your device for a few hours, go off-line

Stay away from FB, Pinterest, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat, Tinder, etc., etc., etc.

If you can’t … You have a problem

Solitude removes our audience
Pursue humility – “God, deal with the pride in my life.”
Serve – find a place and serve

Seek some solitude
