The True Light that Gives Light to Everyone
You will never walk in darkness

John 8:12

A couple of months ago I heard an old Simon and Garfunkel song 

I can’t remember where I heard it

When I heard it, I knew what I was going to talk about this Christmas season. 
Here’s a little bit of that song
In case you are not familiar with the lyrics 

Hello darkness, my old friend  

I've come to talk with you again 
Hello, darkness, my old friend

Hello, darkness, my old friend

The lyrics kept going over and over in my mind
I'd be walking around whistling the tune

I thought about the darkness of our world
I interact with people, and I see darkness, and I see light

I thought about what darkness is

I thought about light

You might have noticed a handful of times in the last few weeks rainbows

Tuesday morning I was on the 6:30 ferry and there was one of those almost straight up rainbows shooting out of N Everett/Marysville 
I thought about darkness and light and the promise of God that the rainbow is the symbol of
The rainbow has been high jacked by the LGB community 

Thousands of years ago the rainbow was given by God as a sign that no matter how bad things got on the planet He would not destroy it again by flooding it
Darkness and light

There is no source of darkness in this universe.  
Darkness does not exist; it only appears to exist. 
There is only the presence of light and the absence of it. 
Play the song
Darkness is the absence of light. 
Remember how the account of creation starts?

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

(Genesis 1:1-2 NIV)

No matter how hard a person tries, they cannot get rid of darkness.  

You cannot remove darkness from anything
As if somehow by removing something, there would no longer be darkness.  
In order to effect darkness, light has to be added
Light is what exists not darkness
Over the next few weeks, we are going to look at Jesus

The TRUE LIGHT who came into a DARK world.

Without LIGHT – the world is DARK

Without Jesus – the world is DARK

Matthew and Luke recorded the birth of Jesus in the traditional ways. 
Matthew a family tree
A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham: Matthew 1:1 (NIV 1984)

Luke a narrative of the family and birth
In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.  Luke 1:5 (NIV 1984)

The Apostle John who wrote 40 years after them wrote about Jesus coming differently 
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  John 1:4-5 (NIV 1984)

In Jesus was LIFE
That life was the LIGHT
The light shines in the darkness
But darkness has pushed the light away

Play the song
Jesus regularly referred to himself as the light
His mission was to rescue people out of the darkness and bring them into the light. 
The theme verse for the weeks leading up to Christmas Day is: 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12 (NIV)

Darkness in the Scriptures describes:

· Foolish choices,

· moral corruption, 
· lack of understanding,
· Lost, wandering without a vision
· missing compassion and hope
· the inability to discern right and wrong, good and evil. 

It's common for people to describe something with a sinister, evil or questionable as  “dark.”
It was a “Dark” movie or “dark story,” he has a “dark side.”
I read a comment this week where the person described something as dark “but not in the Star Wars sort of dark.”

Isaiah prophesied:
Woe to those who call evil good and good evil,

who put darkness for light and light for darkness,

who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.  Isaiah 5:20 (NIV)
Pity those who get things backward and begin to call good evil and evil good

Pity those who swap light and dark, bitter and sweet

One of the familiar prophetic passages to the people of Israel in the centuries and decades prior to Jesus arrival was about light coming into darkness. 
When the Messiah of mankind appears, HE will pierce the darkness

Isaiah had prophesied the coming light:  
The people who walk in darkness will see a great light.

For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine.
Isaiah 9:2 (NLT)

Isaiah described the condition of the world that the promise of “a great light” and “a light will shine” was given to. 
Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness.  Isaiah 8:21-22 (NIV)

When they come to the end of hope and prosperity, they will roam through the land
When they are famished, anger will increase, they will curse authorities and God. 

Then they will look toward the earth
Looking for natural, human solutions to the world’s condition.
Some look to politics and the state, 
some look to money, economics, and the markets and 
everyone will look to technology for answers. 
If this is where we seek answers, the dark will get darker, much darker, utter darkness. 
All will be distress and fearful gloom. 
Headline news regarding the upswing in people seeking therapy
Picture

IT SEEMS fitting that after an election that many believe went to the dogs, quite a few Americans are seeking comfort from canines. Groups that offer therapy hounds, which are known to reduce stress and anxiety, have seen more demand for their furry, wet-nosed services in recent weeks. “This nation needs to have some hard conversations,” says Rachel McPherson of the Good Dog Foundation, a New York city non-profit. “People open up and feel more secure when there’s a dog in the room.”
Play the song
Hello darkness my good friend 

Unable to push away the dark

Unwilling to embrace the light

People choose to live in darkness
Self-medicate away: pain, loneliness, shame, guilt, confusion, and hopelessness 

Whether through alcohol, opioid, sex, eating, spending

Eventually, people learn to live in darkness and don't like the light 

The light hurts their eyes

It becomes harder to see

Talking to a former soldier who for a month straight worked only the night shift in Afghanistan 
A couple times during a month he “came into the light” and it gave him headaches
It hurt to come into the light

Rather than fight the darkness and step into the light 

People slip back into the shadows and the darkness 
You might have caught headlines regarding teen depression 

Up, way up

2005 – 2014 – up 34%

As a culture – News and media 

“Yeah, people are no longer believing in God or involved in church!  This is especially true of teens and young adults. Finally, we’re making progress as a culture!”
The next news story:

“Oh, by the way, those teens and young adults, who have pushed God away, they're more depressed than any previous generation.”
The Apostle Paul describes pushing away the light this way and slipping back into the shadows
Although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Romans 1:21 (NIV 1984)

Hello darkness my good friend
When people push away the light their rational thinking changes
They make one bad decision after another

If they encounter light
They deny the light so that they can continue to travel in the darkness

If it doesn't work to deny the light
They push harder against it

They mock those who seek to live in the light. 
They curse the light

My thought is often:  “Really, you’d rather live like that?”
A man controlled by his anger and pride who yields his body to copious amounts of alcohol 
He trades the love of his wife for an image on a screen and the momentary touch of another woman
In the midst of crazy chaos he proclaims “I just can't do this God thing!”
Oh, really - how's that working for you?

Hello, darkness my good friend.
Sit across the table in the jail more than one man – 22, 35, 50 years old it doesn't matter
“This is the worst place. I'm so bored. I have to get out of here.”
“Read the Scriptures.”

“Oh, I'm going to change, things are going to be different.”

Push away the light … push, push, push

“Read the Scriptures! You have nothing else to do. If you can't make changes in here you aren't going to make them out there.”
“Pastor Matt, you have to pray for me!”

Hello, darkness my good friend. 
Five days before Jesus’ death he was in Bethany just outside of Jerusalem 
He had raised Lazarus from the dead

The news of Lazarus’ resurrection had made it back to Jerusalem 
Swarms of people came to see Jesus and to see Lazarus 

The buzz was so loud that the Jewish leadership was discussing what to do about Jesus and what to do about Lazarus 
Jesus traveled the short distance to Jerusalem. 
As he approached Jerusalem, people began to gather as if it were a parade

People laid their outer garments and palm branches that they used for making shelter on the path
The crowd shouted and celebrated 
When Jesus and the disciples arrived in Jerusalem some Greeks, men who didn't speak Aramaic, wanted to see Jesus
Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.  John 12:20-22 (NIV 1984)

While Jesus was talking and telling the crowd about his impending death, a voice spoke from heaven
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. John 12:28-29
The Temple and Jerusalem are buzzing because of Lazarus having been raised from the dead
The Jewish leaders are meeting to try and figure out what to do about Jesus and Lazarus 

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem becomes a parade
A voice booms from heaven

What does the crowd do?
It pushes against the light!

Hello, darkness my good friend. 
The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”  John 12:34 (NIV 1984)

Jesus responds to the crowd that is pushing against the light. 

Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going. Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.  John 12:35-36 (NIV)

Believe in the light so that you may become children of light. 
That is the message of Christmas 
Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going

The problem with a person having “Darkness as their good friend.”
They are lost

They wander

The stumble and trip

Every person has to decide whether darkness will be their “good friend.” 

OR will they surrender to Jesus the light

The theme verse for this series
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12 (NIV)

The Apostle Paul described Jesus followers in the city of Ephesus this way:
At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.  Ephesians 5:8 (ESV)
That verse describes God’s desire for every one of us

You used to be darkness

Now you are light in the world

Walk as children of light

Don't push against light

Let light shine into darkness

End any friendship with darkness

Darkness is not your “good friend.”
