The True Light that Gives Light to Everyone

Live in the light

1 John 1:5-7

A couple of months ago I heard an old Simon and Garfunkel song 

I can’t remember where I heard it or when I heard it 
Listening to the song led me to think over and over about Light and Dark
The lyrics kept going over and over in my mind

I'd be walking around humming or whistling the tune

Here’s a little bit of that song

Play the song

In case you are not familiar with the lyrics 

Hello darkness, my old friend  
I've come to talk with you again 

Sometimes people see darkness as their friend 

Darkness wants to help them somehow

I made the point last week that Darkness is not your friend – Darkness is no one's friend

On Sunday afternoon Barbara emailed me a comic that she’d read Sunday AM

Comic

 “Light” and “dark” are interesting concepts.  
In the physical world 

What we call “darkness” doesn’t really exist.  
Darkness has no physical substance.  
There is no source of darkness in the universe.  

Darkness does not exist 
It only appears to exist when there is no light.
There is only the presence of light and the absence of it. 

Google the “Darkest” place on the planet
The result that comes up is places like this:  Yellowstone Park

What makes the “darkest” places spectacular is the stars that can be seen piercing the darkness.

Yellowstone Slide
Think about it this way

It is impossible to add darkness to a person’s surroundings or situation.  
Photographer – Movie Set

“Let’s ADD a little darkness.”

On the other hand “light” is a physical substance.  
Light can be added to a person’s surroundings.  
The addition of light is what removes darkness.  
Continually adding more and more light can eventually, become blinding. 

Let’s turn the corner and talk about light and dark in the spiritual realm
Our theme verse for this series is:

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12 (NIV)
It is interesting that from “darkness” a person can see into a lit house but not the other way around.  
When a person is in a lit house, it is very difficult to look out into the darkness and see what is out there.  

We’ve all been creeped out by that at one time or another

Rocky - Raccoon
Last week I wrapped up with the idea that - Just hanging around the light doesn’t make you “in the light.”
In order to be “in the light,” someone has to step out of the darkness and enter into the light.
People can’t be in the dark and in the light at the same time.

Someone is in the light, or he or she are in darkness.

The creation account in Genesis 1 starts with complete darkness
The first recorded words that God spoke was:  God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.

(Genesis 1:3 NIV)

There was light before there was the sun.

The light that God spoke into being pierced the darkness.

The light that God spoke into existence and that pierced the darkness was a physical forerunner of the spiritual light that would pierce the darkness.

Shortly after Jesus started traveling and teaching, he was approached in the dark of night by a Pharisee, one of the religious leaders who was also part of the “supreme court” – Nicodemus.

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council.  He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him." Jesus replied, "Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again." 

Already in Jesus short time of teaching Jesus had gained prominence and recognition as a teacher and “sign performer.”
He doesn’t even ask Jesus a question. 

Instead, Jesus presents the conversation by addressing the KofG and the need for a person to be “born again.”
"How can someone be born when they are old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother's womb to be born!" 

Nicodemus is confused – He’s thinking physical terms and not in spiritual terms
How in the world can a man go back into the womb?
Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'  (John 3:1-7 NIV)

Jesus responds this is about what happens in a person’s spirit not what happens to a person physically.
“Flesh gives birth to flesh.”
“The Spirit gives birth to spirit.”

Jesus is describing what happens to someone who surrenders control of their life to Jesus.
The person’s spirit is “born again” – the person’s spirit is “made alive” by the work of the. HS.

If you’ve been hanging around the light but have not surrendered control of your life to Jesus, then you’ve not had your spirit “born again” or made alive.
At the end of our time today you’ll have the opportunity to pray a prayer of surrender to Jesus and give control of your life over to Him.
When you surrender control of your life to Jesus, the Spirit of God will make you alive!


Back to the account of Nicodemus
Nicodemus pushed back on Jesus – How can this be?

What do you mean that someone has to be born of the Spirit?
What are you talking about – Born of the Spirit or they can’t enter the Kingdom of God.

Jesus pushed back on Nicodemus – You are Israel’s teacher, and you don’t understand this.
REALLY, you are the teacher of Israel, and you don’t get it?

Jesus challenged Nicodemus’ lack of understanding about things of the Spirit.
That is not where the story ends.
Most of us are familiar with John 3:16

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  (John 3:16 NIV)

That might be most famous verse from the Scriptures

That verse might be one of the best-known statements from antiquity

The Apostle then directs the reader's attention to light and dark

Ultimately, Nicodemus’ interaction with Jesus was about light and dark

Nicodemus came in the dark of night to see the Light of the World

He left Jesus and their interaction in darkness
He came to Jesus from the darkness – met the Light of the World – returned home in the darkness.
Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.  (John 3:19-21 NIV)

The Apostle’s evaluation of Jesus’ interaction with Nicodemus was that it was about darkness and light.

The Apostle John’s evaluation of people’s interaction with the light and with Jesus is so different from the way the world looks at light and dark.
In an NYT article on Christmas, the meaning of Christmas and the value of Christmas this is what was written:

“The meaning of Christmas is that love will triumph and that we will be able to put together a world of unity and peace.”  NYT

In other words, mankind has the light within us
Mankind collectively has all of the light that is needed

There is no need for light from somewhere else

Christmas wasn't about the light of life coming into the world

Christmas is about how we are the ones who can disperse the darkness of the world.
We can conquer poverty, injustice, violence, and evil. 
If we could just all work together
If we would just get our act together, collectively we can create a “world of unity and peace.” 

That’s not what John wrote

“People loved the darkness … because their deeds were evil.”
Hello Darkness, my old friend.

I’ve come to talk with you again.
Plato who lived 400 years before Jesus wrote about men and light and darkness

“We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the light.”  ― Plato

When Jesus tugs at a person’s heart what is actually happening is -- He is calling them out of darkness into the light

Listen as Jesus calls people out of darkness into the light

You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light … Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of light.” John 12:35-36 (NIV)

The Apostle John described the call to live in the light this way:
Jesus told us that God is light and doesn't have any darkness in him. Now we are telling you. If we say that we share in life with God and keep on living in the dark, we are lying and are not living by the truth. But if we live in the light, as God does, we share in life with each other. And the blood of his Son Jesus washes all our sins away.  (1 John 1:5-7 CEV)

Last week I said:
People can hang around the light but not be in the light.
Let me give you another thought

People can know about the light of Jesus and not live in the light of Jesus
There are all kinds of people that know about the light
They know the Scriptures

They know the words that church people use

They know some of the songs

They know some of the expectations of Jesus followers
They may even want to live in the light 
BUT they-they find it too hard to enter the light and live
RT
Marriage and family were rescued from the brink of destruction and catastrophe by Jesus work in their life.
They responded to the call of Jesus and entered the light

They taught children in church

They were involved in helps ministries 

Always giving

But they decided to step out of the light and back into the darkness 
They believe in God, 
They believe that Jesus is His son

They determined that God could never kill his son

They just couldn’t believe in the  cross, the blood, the beatings, the death

They just couldn’t stomach it

They abandoned the one called the Light of Life – Jesus.

BS

Experienced all kinds of miracles and answered prayer

Hours, countless hours teaching children, praying with children, living as an example for children

Traveled overseas and on the trip met the Dali Lama
It was the greatest day of ever.
She threw Jesus out

She Rejected him
She abandoned the Light of Life – Jesus.

A person can hang around the light and know all about the light, but unless they are in the light, they will never be transformed by the light.
That is what happens when people step into the light – they are transformed by the light.

A person can hang around the gym, read all about getting in shape, learn everything there is to know about fitness 
But never be transformed until they start exercising

A person can hang around the kitchen, read all about cooking, learn everything there is to know about menus, pairings, presentation, etc. 

Unless they start cooking, get their hands dirty, burn a few meals, make mistakes in the process they will never be transformed into a cook.
Jesus wants you to surrender control of your life to Him.

He wants you to step out of the darkness and enter into the light.

He wants you to “live in the light” as he is in the light

Here was the Apostle’s admonition

If we live in the light, as God does, we share in life with each other.
We’re going to pray.

If you’ve never surrendered control of your life to Jesus now is your time – this is your time
This is your day

I’m going to lead in a prayer of surrender

This is not the end … this is just the beginning

God will put His Spirit in you – you’ll be “born again” you’ll be “made alive.”
The light will begin a transforming work in your life

Let’s pray
