The True Light that Gives Light to Everyone

You are the little “L” light of the world.

John 9:5; Matthew 5:14-16

A couple of months ago I heard an old Simon and Garfunkel song 

I can’t remember where I heard it or when I heard it 

Listening to the song led me to think over and over about Light and Dark

The lyrics kept going over and over in my mind

I'd be walking around humming or whistling the tune

Here’s a little bit of that song

Play the song

In case you are not familiar with the lyrics 

Hello darkness, my old friend  
I've come to talk with you again 

Sometimes people see darkness as their friend 

As if “Darkness” wants to help them somehow

I made the point over the weeks that darkness is not your friend – Darkness is no one's friend

Darkness was the metaphor that the prophets used to describe the lack of hope, the enslavement, the helplessness, the oppression that people were living under.

When John the Baptist arrived on the scene shortly before Jesus started his ministry God had not spoken to the people of Israel for 400 years. 

The last prophet, Malachi, spoke and recorded God’s heart 400 BC – 400 years before Jesus.

400 years of silence. 

That is twice the age of America
The people that Jesus ministered to were living in darkness

Personal darkness

Political and economic darkness

Spiritual darkness

700 years before Jesus the prophet Isaiah told of a “Messiah” who would come into their world and bring “Light” to the darkness

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. . . . For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. Isaiah 9: 2,5–7

He says, "You will do more than restore the people of Israel to Me. I will make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring My salvation to the ends of the earth."  (Isaiah 49:6 NLT)

The people of Israel were expecting a ‘Great Light.”

Jesus walks out of Galilee and begins to teach, heal, deliver, raise dead people

Into this setting Jesus proclaimed

Our theme verse for this series

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12 (NIV)

I have come as a light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in Me will no longer remain in the dark. (John 12:46 NLT)

Over the last few weeks we’ve spent time looking at Jesus being the Light of the World.

The Light who brings Light to the human condition

Light that:

· Removes guilt and shame

· Removes confusion and hopelessness

· Removes the ultimate fear of death
There is another ramification of Jesus being the Light of the World that I want to draw your attention to
"I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.”  (Isaiah 42:6-7 NIV)

Jesus mission was not just to come as the Light of the World.

Jesus mission was to call a people and transform a people in each generation that would be a Light for the Gentiles. 

Calling people from darkness to light is precisely what Jesus set out to do
He called them and then transformed them from being people of darkness into people of the light

The Apostle Paul said it this way to the church in Ephesus

At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.  Ephesians 5:8 (ESV)

To the church in Philippi

Do everything without complaining and arguing, so that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people. (Philippians 2:14-15 NLT)

Here’s how Jesus taught about His followers being light in the darkness

"You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  (Matthew 5:14-16 NIV)
Jesus was saying to the crowd and the disciples  - You are the little “l” light of the world.

I’m the big “L” light of the world – You are the little “l”

Jesus talked this way because the Light of the World was only going to be on the planet for a short time.

The Apostle John recorded him as saying: 

“As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  John 9:5 (ESV)

What the disciples didn’t hear that that Jesus was implying was 
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world – but I will not always be in the world

When I’m not in the world any longer – you will be the light of the world.

When I’m gone - You’ll be the little “l” light

We are meant to shine the reflection of the Light of Jesus into a dark world.
“shining light bright lights”

Friday AM I went out for my run just after 6:00 AM
Beautiful – Moon shining

Ran through some dirt roads down to Maxwelton

I had a flashlight with me

When I was running in the open – the moon was so bright that I didn’t need the flashlight

But when I ran through the trees and the trees blocked the “moonlight” the flashlight was a huge help

Light isn’t all that useful in the light

Light is useful in the dark

Watch this short video 

When the moon is between the sun and the earth the reflection of the sun can’t be seen

The reflection at that point is of no value

The reflection is seen when the moon is on the dark-side of the planet.

The point

The power of the reflection of the light of Jesus isn’t seen most vivididly/clearly when a follower of Jesus is with other followers of Jesus on the light side of life.

The power of the reflection of the light of Jesus is most powerful when a follower of Jesus is on the dark-side of life.

The power of the reflection is most vivid when we are with people who have not yet “seen the light.”

A couple of times I’ve officiated memorials @ Bars – That is when the light is shining

You might remember the words of Jesus who said:
“Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do.” Mark 2:17 (NLT)
People in the light don't need light-people in darkness do.
When John the Baptist was ending his ministry time and Jesus was beginning his time of ministry there was a confrontation between John’s disciples and some of the other Jewish people

At this time John the Baptist was baptizing, near Salim, because there was plenty of water there; and people kept coming to him for baptism. (This was before John was thrown into prison.) 

A debate broke out between John's disciples and a certain Jew over ceremonial cleansing. So John's disciples came to him and said, "Rabbi, the man you met on the other side of the Jordan River, the One you identified as the Messiah, is also baptizing people. And everybody is going to Him instead of coming to us." John replied, "No one can receive anything unless God gives it from heaven. You yourselves know how plainly I told you, 'I am not the Messiah. I am only here to prepare the way for Him.' 

He must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less.  (John 3:23-30 NLT)
He must become brighter and brighter, and I must become dimmer and dimmer.
John said this because his job was to reflect the Light of the World into the darkness

He was not to out-shine the light – be the light – take the limelight

His life was about reflecting the light 

That is the mission of every follower of Jesus

Reflect the Light
At work – Reflect the light

At school – reflect the light 

On the team – reflect the light

In the carpool – reflect the light 

Serving Jesus is not about me 

Serving Jesus is about Him

What is the implication?

How is the reflecting of the Light of the World going for you?

Are you reflecting Jesus?

When people see your actions, attitudes and words – can they see Jesus?

Regularly when I pray for people who are entering a difficult situation – conflict, illness of a family member, death has occurred – That they would be Jesus in the situation and to the people.

CS Lewis has an interesting statement on the idea of reflecting light

[God] shows much more of Himself to some people than to others -- not because He has favorites, but because it is impossible for Him to show Himself to a man whose whole mind and character are in the wrong condition. Just as sunlight, though it has no favorites, cannot be reflected in a dusty mirror as clearly as in a clean one.  C.S. Lewis

Is your “mirror” clean or dusty?

People make a big deal out of “rules”

Bible is just about “rules, rules, rules”

Church is about “rules, rules, rules”

The preacher just talks to you about how you should behave

That is a complaint/observation without merit

Why do iI say the complaint is without merit? 
There is a way to live that provides optimum reflective capability

That’s why Jesus said:

Let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. (Matthew 5:16 NLT)

How I use my tongue either enables the light of Jesus to be seen/reflected or not.

My integrity or lack of it – same thing.

My honesty or lack of it – same thing.

My sexual morals – same thing.

Either I’m positioned in such a way that people see the reflection of Jesus or they see the dark side.

Too often followers of Jesus dampen the reflection of Jesus for fear of rejection. 

We compromise honesty, integrity, or purity – we don't want to appear too bright!
In our compromise we forfeit a portion of our reflective capability. 
Compromise is one of the things that breaks God’s heart – there is no reflective capability in compromise.
· Mean Christians

· Dishonest Christians

· Manipulative Christians 

There's no reflection 

There's no light

It reminds me of a radio advertisements by a man named Tom Bodett from Homer Alaska – Motel 6

The famous line is:  

Tom Bodett who in the Motel 6 advertisements says, "We’ll leave the light on for you."

Will you “leave the light on?”
How you live impacts your reflective capacity.

That is why obedience matters.

Will you leave the light on?

