Uncharted

The Book of Acts: The Journey Begins

The Backstory

Over the next few months I’m going to walk through the first part of the book of Acts

We’re only going to tackle the first part because if we tried to walk through the account the way I work we’d be in Acts for a couple of years.
Acts is an important ancient writing.

It is history that every follower of Jesus should know.
Over the centuries, across cultures and continents people have committed their lives to follow Jesus
Most of the time within a matter of weeks they begin to gather with other followers of Jesus
Sometimes it has been informally – an informal gathering of followers
Often though it is some sort of a formal gathering 

Those gatherings are often referred to as “Church”
China 
Registered church – Officially recognized and “legal” church
International church – You can’t attend an International Church if you are a Chinees Citizen
House church – groups of believers who don’t want to be controlled by the authorities – Largest group
When someone becomes a follower of Jesus they become a part of a 2,000 movement called the church.

It is common for people to begin “attending” a church and/or “join” a church without knowing what a church is, why it exists, what a church is meant to look like
This thing called “church” exists in all different kinds of shapes, sizes and markings.
Around the world there are over 20,000 distinct groupings of people into church groups

Sometimes the differences are considerable, sometimes the differences are insignificant

There is a story told that illustrates the absurdity of the divisions that can sometimes be found in this thing called the church. 
The story goes like this

I was walking across a bridge one day, and I saw a man standing on the edge, about to jump. I ran over and said: "Stop. Don't do it."

"Why shouldn't I?" he asked.

"Well, there's so much to live for!"

"Like what?"

"Are you religious?"

He said: "Yes."

I said: "Me too.”

“Are you Christian or Buddhist?"

"Christian."

"Me too.”

“Are you Catholic or Protestant?"

"Protestant."

"Me too.”

“Are you Episcopalian or Baptist?"

"Baptist."

"Wow! Me too!”

“Are you Baptist Church of God or Baptist Church of the Lord?"

"Baptist Church of God."

"Me too!”

“Are you original Baptist Church of God, or are you Reformed Baptist Church of God?"

"Reformed Baptist Church of God."

"Me too!”

“Are you Reformed Baptist Church of God, Reformation of 1879, or Reformed Baptist Church of God, Reformation of 1915?"

He said: "Reformed Baptist Church of God, Reformation of 1915."

I said: "Die, heretic scum," and pushed him off.
Through the months that we walk through Acts my hope is that you’ll gain a perspective of the church and the roots of where the church comes from.
I’m believing that your confidence in what you believe and your love for Jesus will grow.

We’re going to go somewhat slow.

I don’t want you to think that the church has to be one way.

I don’t want you to think that we have the church all figured out.

I not going to try and tell you what the church has to look like or how it should function.
I came from a Catholic background – growing up we were, at times, very consistent in attending “Mass” and CCD – (Sunday School)
At the time that I became a follower of Jesus my two best friends – Barbara and Rick were involved in an Assembly of God church.

I was so naïve as to what it meant to follow Jesus and “church” that I thought there was the Catholic Church and then there was the Assembly of God

I had no idea that there was Lutheran, Baptist, Menonites, Presbyterian

All I knew was that:
In one a person worshipped by doing the “stand up, sit down, fight, fight, fight.”
In the other people worshipped by raising their hands a praying out loud – loudly and passionately at times.

Then I started dating a girl who went to a church called “Shekinah” – whatever that was

Then I moved to Renton and went to an Assembly of God church

I moved to Bellingham and went to an Assembly of God church but another gathering called “The Inn.”
I began to realize that the church was way bigger than Catholic/Assembly of God

Moved to Australia – Church of England, Church of Christ, Seventh-Day Adventist
Moved to LA – Four Square

Traveled to Mexico – Baptist 

Every group I’ve/we’ve been involved in has acted as if they were God’s favorite dog

God’s got a lot of different types of dogs but the DOG he really likes and approves of is:

The message was:

If you’re not part of YWAM your not part of what God is doing
If you’re not part of the Assemblies of God, Foursquare, Presbyterian, Calvary Chapel – Your missing out
Our first assignment as Youth Pastors – Presbyterian church 

Headed to the little Presbyterian church – people we knew said: “You don’t want to go there – those people don’t have the Spirit.  You’ll dry up and die!”

What we found was people who loved Jesus, loved the Word of God, loved the church and wanted to see their neighbors enter into a relationship with Jesus.

God is at work in every size, every color, every stripe and even polka-dotted church.
Even while I’m saying this there are those in the room that are saying:  Yeah, BUT God really does like brown dogs best!

Let’s jump into Acts

Acts was written by a doctor named Luke 

Luke was not a follower of Jesus until after Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.
We don’t know at what point in the early days of the church that Luke began to follow Jesus

Luke is the only non-Jewish/Gentile person to have his writings included in the Scriptures
Luke gives us more in the way of chapters and words than any of the other NT writers including the Apostle Paul

Shortly after Luke became a follower of Jesus he purposed to research – interview, read accounts, listen to testimony of those who walked with Jesus.
He then wrote an “orderly account of the life of Jesus.”

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.  Luke 1:1-4 (ESV)

Important words in that paragraph 
Many have undertaken to compile a narrative.
Followers, antagonists, “wannabes”

Those who were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word … have delivered (narratives) to us
It seemed good to me, after having followed the many narratives, and the various stories that had been passed down
To write an orderly account – Not some confusing narrative, not some disorderly account that you can’t follow

An orderly account – that you may have certainty about the narrative you’ve heard about Jesus.

Luke’s account is orderly, chronological, tied to specific people and specific places and specific historical events.

The other accounts of Jesus might say:  Jesus talked to a certain man …
Luke says:  Jesus talked to Philip or Pilate

Sidebar

You’ve heard and if you haven’t heard you will hear people/teachers/professors make statements like:

“You can’t trust the Bible. It’s been translated so many times from one language to another.  It’s just not reliable.”

That is not true. 

Scholars, who know languages, know history, know manuscripts and textual criticism spend their lives working to insure that followers of Jesus have accurate translations of the Scriptures.

There are thress questions that are important in understanding the reliability of the Scripture.

1. Is what we have accurate as to what was written?
Can we trust that what we have was what Luke, John, Paul … wrote – Reliability 

2. Is what was written what actually happened?
Just because we have what was written – doesn’t mean that it really happened – Historicity.

3. Is what was written “God’s Word?”
Just because we have is reliable and historically accurate – doesn’t mean that it is the Word of God

That question has to do with the miracles, prophesies and claims of Jesus.

You can trust that what you have in your hands is what was actually written.

What was written actually happened.

Luke – set out to give an “orderly” – ACCURATE account of the life and works of Jesus.

Acts is the continuation of the account of Jesus
Presumably Luke set out to accomplish the same thing that he set-out to accomplish in the biography – Luke.

That is to provide an “orderly account” or “accurate account” of the early church.

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  Acts 1:1-3 (ESV)
I’ve titled this study – Uncharted
The early followers of Jesus we launched into “Uncharted” waters
No one had ever gone where they were going

They were leaving the shore of a few thousand year old tradition where everything was laid out

What to eat/not eat, what to wear/not wear, who to talk to/not talk to
They had 100’s of years – generations of traveling to the Temple for festivals/sacrifices

They knew when to sacrifice what

They knew who could worship in the Temple 

Now they were being launched into “Uncharted” waters 

When planning, studying and thinking about this study of Acts I thought of these iconic words
Space: the final frontier. These are the voyages of the starship Enterprise. Its continuing mission: to explore strange new worlds, to seek out new life and new civilizations, to boldly go where no one has gone before.

Rewrite the statement for the church:

Nations:  the final frontier. These are the voyages of the church of Jesus Christ.  Its continuing mission: to explore strange new cultures, to seek out new life for those new civilizations and cultures, to boldly go where no one has gone before.  
What we call the “Book of Acts” is dr. Luke’s account of the voyages of the church of Jesus Christ.

It is a record of the continuing mission to explore strange new cultures, to seek out new life and new civilizations – to boldly go where no one has gone before.

The church’s mission was commanded by Jesus:

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  Matthew 28:16-20 (ESV)

Go and make disciples of all NATIONS 
Nations is not what we think of with nations, passports, borders, etc.

The idea/word – people groups, tribes, enclaves
They were to leave the Jewish world and travel into “strange new cultures” – “to seek out new life and new civilizations”

That is precisely what happened.

That is the record of the book of Acts

These early followers of Jesus – left charted seas – and traveled into uncharted waters

They accepted the peral and danger and uncertainty – to see “new civilizations” come to know Jesus.

· What was it that propelled the early believers to follow Jesus’ command?

· What compelled them?

· What was it that changed the game of life for them – that they would risk everything?

· What it was that gave them the courage to suffer life and limb to see the mission go forward.
They were not motivated by the virgin birth opr the visit of the wise men
They weren’t motivated by Jesus turning water into wine, healing people or even bringing people back to life

They  weren't motivated by his rebellion against the Jewish establishment or the Roman Empire
They were not motivated by his gruesome death on the cross for them.

There is one thing that transformed them and set a trajectory into “Uncharted” waters
It was Jesus coming back to life – the resurrection!
Jesus’ resurrection changed everything for them.

Nine times in the first four chapters of Luke’s account of the voyage of the church the resurrection of Jesus is referred to.
The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the “lynchpin” of the church.
Lynchpin – pin that is used to hold a wheel or implement in place – to keep the wheel or the implement from becoming disconnected
Everything about the church, the gospel, the continuing mission of the church is kept in place by the resurrection.
Paul wrote about the primacy of the resurrection to the church in the Roman city of Corinth.

Paul was defending against teachers who were teaching that God doesn’t raise people from the dead.

Here’s what Paul wrote not long before he was beheaded:

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 
For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  1Corinthians 15:12-18 (ESV)

The resurrection of Jesus is the “lynchpin” that keeps everything else in place.
Just a few verses before this Paul wrote these words to the church in Corinth.

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 
That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  

1 Corinthians 15:1-7 (ESV)

Those last statements are believed to be the oldest creed
A “creed” is a short statement that contains the essentials of what people believe and are committed to.
From writings, other than the Gospels/NT letters – quotes – portions of this statement

This “creed” is believed to have originated about 5 years after Jesus resurrection.  

On their voyages – they would run into people – Why are you talking to me?  Why are you here?

“To tell you about Jesus – Christ died, he was buried and he was raised on the third day and then he appeared to a whole bunch of people.”
The resurrection of Jesus was the event that changed everything for them.

The resurrection of Jesus is what everything else was held in place by.
If Jesus was raised from the dead then his teachings matter, his miracles matter, his claim to be the Son of God is true
If Jesus did not raise from the dead than following Jesus is the greatest hoaxes ever pulled on the human race.  

Watch this clip from the NBC series A.D. The Bible Continues – Great series – Amazon, iTunes, DVD
Next week we’re going to look at the resurrection.  

It is a historically documented event 

The facts about what happened are reliable and can be trusted.
Short of a video recording of the event – the evidence is overwhelming 
That’s what we’re going to talk about 

Don’t worry – we’ll get to the text of Luke's account of the Voyages of the Church.  

These voyages continue: 
Twenty years ago – a young family from our church set out on a leg of the mission 
These are the voyages of the church of Jesus Christ.  Its continuing mission: to explore strange new cultures, to seek out new life for those new civilizations and cultures, to boldly go where no one has gone before.  

They went to a people group in the mountains of Papua New Guinea, to a strange culture that didn’t have a written language, who didn’t grasp fully that Jesus, the Son of God had risen from the dead, and now offered new life to every person.
Nations:  the final frontier. These are the voyages of the church of Jesus Christ.  Its continuing mission: to explore strange new cultures, to seek out new life for those new civilizations and cultures, to boldly go where no one has gone before. 
