Uncharted

The Book of Acts: The Voyage Begins

The Backstory Part II
Over the next few months we’re going to walk through the first part of the book of Acts

Acts is an important ancient writing  - It is history that every follower of Jesus should know.
When someone becomes a follower of Jesus they become a part of a 2,000-year-old movement called the church.

This thing called “church” exists in all different kinds of shapes, sizes, and markings.
Around the world there are over 20,000 distinct groupings of people into church groups

Sometimes the differences are considerable, sometimes the differences are insignificant

Through the months that we walk through Acts my hope is that you’ll gain a perspective of the church and the roots of where the church comes from.
I’m believing that your confidence in what you believe and your love for Jesus will grow.

Can I give you a little bit of something to consider?

As I said last week, it is common for people today to state that the Bible is unreliable and that we don’t really know what it was supposed to say because it has been mistranslated over the centuries

This is just not true.

You’ve probably heard of the great Roman Emperor Julius Caesar

In the 150 years after his death there are only five accounts of his life, battles, victories, and losses.

In the 150 years after the death of Tiberius Ceasar, the Roman emperor during Jesus’ life there are only ten accounts

In the 150 years after the death of Jesus there are 42 different accounts, most of them by secular writers.

Anyone who denies the historical reality of Jesus life and crucifixion do so because they have an agenda not because the historical facts are questionable.

Let’s jump into Acts

We’re going to go somewhat slow.

Acts was written by a doctor named Luke 

Luke was not a follower of Jesus until after Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.
We don’t know at what point in the early days of the church that Luke began to follow Jesus

Luke is the only non-Jewish/Gentile person to have his writings included in the Scriptures
Luke gives us more in the way of chapters and words than any of the other NT writers including the Apostle Paul

Shortly after Luke became a follower of Jesus he purposed to research – interview, read accounts, listen to testimony of those who walked with Jesus.
He then wrote an “orderly account of the life of Jesus.”

Acts is the continuation of the account of Jesus

I’ve titled this study – Uncharted
The early followers of Jesus we launched into “Uncharted” waters
No one had ever gone where they were going

They were leaving the shore of a few thousand year old tradition where everything was laid out

What to eat/not eat, what to wear/not wear, who to talk to/not talk to
They had 100’s of years – generations of traveling to the Temple for festivals/sacrifices

They knew when to sacrifice what

They knew who could worship in the Temple 

Now they were being launched into “Uncharted” waters 
Launching into “uncharted” waters is precisely what the early believers did.

The book of Acts is the account of the early believers pushing away from shore into uncharted waters

They accepted the peril and danger and uncertainty – to see “new civilizations” come to know Jesus.

In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach until the day He was taken up to heaven after giving His chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit. During the forty days after His crucifixion, He appeared to the apostles from time to time, and He proved to them in many ways that He was actually alive. And He talked to them about the Kingdom of God. 

Once when He was eating with them, He commanded them, "Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift He promised, as I told you before. John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking Him, "Lord, has the time come for You to free Israel and restore our kingdom?" He replied, "The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be My witnesses, telling people about Me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

After saying this, He was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see Him. As they strained to see Him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday He will return from heaven in the same way you saw Him go!" (Acts 1:1-11 NLT)

· What was it that propelled the early believers to follow Jesus’ command?

· What compelled them?

· What was it that changed the game of life for them – that they would risk everything?

· What it was that gave them the courage to suffer life and limb to see the mission go forward?
Look at Acts 1:3 again
During the forty days after His crucifixion, He appeared to the apostles from time to time, and He proved to them in many ways that He was actually alive. And He talked to them about the Kingdom of God.  (Acts 1:3 NLT)
The transformative event, the event that changed all of history, was the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

Look at the words there in this verse

Luke writes – he appeared to the Apostles from time to time
His appearing to them was not a ONE-TIME EVENT

He didn’t stay with them either

He appeared to them multiple times

While he appeared to them he PROVED TO THEM IN MANY WAYS THAT HE WAS ALIVE.
· Why did Jesus have to prove to them in MANY WAYS that he was alive
Because it was almost impossible to believe

It couldn’t possibly be true

Dead people don’t come back to life

Dead people are dead and they stay dead, they don’t come back to life

Jesus had to PROVE TO THEM IN MANY WAYS THAT HE WAS ALIVE – Because they struggled to believe
Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him—but some of them doubted!  (Matthew 28:16-17 NLT)

Jesus couldn’t leave until the Apostles and the early believers were thoroughly convinced that He was alive

Appearing to them – ten times are recorded
Eating with them – (Luke 24:41-43; John 21:9-15)
Touching them and them touching him – (John 20:24-29)
There were other ways that he proved that He was alive
Sleep, got hurt, discussion through the centuries about digestion – some digested/some transformed inside him and he didn’t need to digest his food

We don’t know the many ways – but per Luke’s account there were MANY WAYS.

It was Jesus resurrection that changed everything 

Nine times in the first four chapters of Luke’s account of the voyage of the church the resurrection of Jesus is referred to.
The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the “lynchpin” of the church.
Lynchpin – pin that is used to hold a wheel or implement in place – to keep the wheel or the implement from becoming disconnected
Everything about the church, the gospel, the continuing mission of the church is kept in place by the resurrection.
I want to walk you through the events of the resurrection until Jesus is taken up into heaven.

Think about what has transpired up to the point where Jesus is resurrected.

Some of the original apostles/disciples had been followers of John the Baptist.  (John 1:35-37)

All of the disciples had left jobs, homes, families, villages.  (Luke 18:28)

Traveled back and forth across Israel for three years

Experienced crowds, antagonist, demoniacs, lepers 

Went into places and groups they'd never encountered.  (Luke 9:51-56)

Eventually while with Jesus they lived with the threat of punishment 

Became enemies of the Jewish establishment 

Became enemies of the Romans

Watch as armed men arrest Jesus
Only John and the women were at the crucifixion – The rest were too afraid to watch the proceedings.

Some of them watch as Jesus is taken down from the cross and is then buried

The Jewish leadership, afraid that Jesus’ followers will steal the body, ask Pilate to secure the grave

Pilate orders that the grave be sealed and guarded - (Gospel Harmony NIV) Matthew 27:62-66

Imagine the turmoil and despair and despondency

(Seahawks after Super Bowl loss it took months to recover)

Most of the disciples hide out together in Jerusalem

SUNDAY MORNING

An angel rolled away the stone from Jesus' tomb before sunrise (Matt. 28:2-4).

Some of the women who followed Jesus visited the tomb and discovered Jesus missing (Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:1-4; Luke 24:1-3; John 20:1).

Mary Magdalene ran back to where the disciples were gathered to tell Peter and John (John 20:1-2).

The other women, remained at the tomb and they saw two angels who told them about the Resurrection (Matt. 28:5-7; Mark 16:5-7; Luke 24:4-8).

Peter and John visited Jesus' tomb and found it empty just as the women had said. (Luke 24:12; John 20:3-10).

Mary Magdalene returned to the tomb and after the others had left Jesus appeared to her alone in the garden (Mark 16:9-11; John 20:11-18): 

His first appearance.

Jesus appeared to the other women (Mary, mother of James, Salome, and Joanna) (Matt. 28:8-10): 

His second appearance.

Those who guarded Jesus' tomb reported to the religious rulers how the angel rolled away the stone. They were then bribed to say that the disciples had taken the body of Jesus while they were sleeping.  (Matt. 28:11-15).

The bribery story was the common story that was told and was still being told when Matthew wrote his account of the life of Jesus.  (Matthew 28:15)

Jesus appeared to Peter (1 Cor. 15:5): 

His third appearance.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON

Jesus appeared to two men on the road to Emmaus (Mark 16:12-13; Luke 24:13-32): 

His fourth appearance.
SUNDAY EVENING

The two disciples from Emmaus returned to Jerusalem to tell the others that they had seen Jesus (Luke 24:33-35).

Jesus appeared to 10 apostles, with Thomas absent, in the Upper Room in Jerusalem.  (Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25): 

His fifth appearance.
THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY

Jesus appeared to the 11 Apostles, including Thomas, and Thomas believed (John 20:26-28): 

His sixth appearance.

THE FOLLOWING 32 DAYS

Jesus appeared to seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee and performed a miracle of fish (John 21:1-14): 

His seventh appearance.

Jesus appeared to 500 (including the Eleven) at a mountain in Galilee (Matt. 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-18; 1 Cor. 15:6): 

His eighth appearance.

Jesus appeared to His half-brother James (1 Cor. 15:7): 

His ninth appearance.

Back in Jerusalem Jesus appeared again to His disciples (Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8): 

His 10th appearance.

Jesus led the disciples to Bethany and the Mount of Olives Jesus where he ascended into heaven while the disciples watched (Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-12)

There is so much history and research around the resurrection of Jesus that it is hard to know where to start and what to include and what to leave out.

I’m going to give a few thoughts that for you to consider

For some of you I hope it wets your appetite to read/search and learn.

Others it will give you peace as you move forward.

There is no reason that someone/anyone today can’t find any information they want regarding the resurrection.

There is a great book – Cold Case Christianity that you should read.

Women as witnesses

In both the Roman culture and Jewish world average women were not reliable/legal witnesses to any event. 

If the accounts are fabricated including women make the account unacceptable/unbelievable. 
Tranformation of the disciples

What was it that transformed these men and women from cowards who ran in the garden, were in hiding while Jesus was crucified, who were despondent and hiding after he was buried into bold, ready to suffer, confront the establishment and die?
If they were part of a grand deception, if they were deluded or deceived it is not likely that they be transformed as the hey were. 
Transformation of James,
 Jesus’ brother changed from a skeptical denyer to ardent follower, church leader, martyr

The only legitimate answer for the why of James’ transformation 
Different reports
Without thinking about it, people listen to critics who point out that the accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection are each significantly different from the othrer. 

Since they each have differing details they must be made up. 

The fact that the accounts are different in fact give more weight to the reports

The fact that the accounts differ doesn't weaken the reliability of the accounts but strengthens the reliability of the accounts. 
If all the accounts were identical what would be the conclusion – the writers had colluded
If they all matched the story was definitely made up. 

Empty tomb and the missing body
The wrong tomb
The Roman’s took/had the body

The Jewish establishment took/had the body
The disciples took/had/hid the body

You might be thinking SO WHAT!
For the first disciples Jesus’ resurrection so life shattering, so revolutionary, so priority rearranging that the world would never be the same. 
Their personal lives would never be the same. 

If the Father would/could raise Jesus from the dead, there is nothing that can't happen. 
Every life can be changed. 

Every person can be set free. 
It gave them a boldness to tell people

It gave them a boldness to ask God for miracles

It gave them a boldness to give finances, share what they had

It gave them a boldness to serve people who didn’t believe and often who didn’t like them

Jesus’ resurrection was the game changing event.

Jesus’ resurrection is the game changer in your life and mine

God can do anything! 
