
Uncharted 

The Book of Acts: The Voyage Begins
Acts 2:1-13
Empowered by the Holy Spirit

The book of Acts was written 2000 years ago, by Luke

Luke was not a follower of Jesus until after Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.

Shortly after Luke became a follower of Jesus, he decided to research about Jesus

He did interviews, read accounts, listened to the accounts of those who had walked with Jesus.

He then wrote an “orderly account of the life of Jesus.”

After he was done writing his account of the life of Jesus

He wrote Acts – The account of the early church
A portion of Acts is the result of Luke’s research  

The other part of Acts is a first-hand account of the events that Luke was witness to
Today we’re going to look at a visitation by the Holy Spirit. 

The visit of the HS that we’re going to study is the first of many visits by the Holy Spirit that Luke recorded. 
The Holy Spirit plays such a significant role in the book of Acts that some down through the centuries has called Luke’s record of the early church the “Acts of the Holy Spirit. “
After Jesus, had risen from the dead, he spent 40 days with the disciples teaching them, encouraging them, eating with them.  
He told them to wait in Jerusalem for the “Promise of the Father” - the Holy Spirit
Years before when John B introduced Jesus, he told them that Jesus would baptize or immerse or dunk them in the Holy Spirit.

Jesus told the disciples that they would receive power when the HS comes upon them.
Then on the  40th day following his resurrection, Jesus ascended/went back into heaven
Here’s where we’re at in the account:

· Jesus told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the HS

· The disciples walked back to Jerusalem where they spent the next ten days praying and doing what Jesus told them to do - wait for the “Promise of the Father.”

They didn’t know if the “Promise” was going to arrive on the 1st day they got back there or the 100th day.

They knew that they were told to wait 
Waiting meant praying.

Day one they pray and wait

Day two they wait and pray

Day 5, 6, 8, 

Let’s pick up the account on day 10
On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 

Pentecost was one of the three great Jewish Celebrations

Pentecost is also called the “Feast of Weeks” – Seven weeks after the Passover – 7x7

Pentecost was 50 days (Pente = 50) after Passover Feast. 
On the first day of Pentecost – 50th day following the Ascension 

Suddenly – Out of nowhere 
Suddenly – Completely unexpected
Suddenly – The “Promise of the Father.”

At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. 

There was so much noise, and commotion that people outside the building heard the loud noise and they came running to see what was going on 
Once the outsiders got close enough to hear, they heard those in the building speaking
But they were not speaking in their language
The crowd heard them speaking in their languages
The crowd was shocked and confused at what they were seeing and hearing.
They were completely amazed. "How can this be?" they exclaimed. "These people are all from Galilee, and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!" 

For the Jewish feasts, such as Pentecost, Jewish people traveled from every corner of the continent to Jerusalem for the celebrations.

These guys are from the Region of Galilee – but they’re speaking our languages

Parthians - Iran, Medes, Elamites … Egypt, Libya, Rome, Arabs – The region outside of Damascus Syria.

They stood there amazed and perplexed. "What can this mean?" they asked each other. 

They were hearing – but couldn’t figure out what was happening.

Linc M
But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, "They're just drunk, that's all!"  (Acts 2:1-13 NLT) 
Others saw/heard what was happening and they concluded that the people in the building were drunk people.
You can probably imagine what the scene looked like

You’ve probably been around someone who was drunk, or you’ve seen drunk people on TV, movies

Chaos, out of control, confusion, embarrassed, not making any sense when they talk
Luke records what was happening.

Sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm
We know what that’s like 

Like a jet engine

The word for “spirit” is the same word for breath and wind

It makes sense that the arrival of the HS would bring the sound of wind

Flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them

Fire had to do with power – Fire was/is one of the mightiest elements there is- 

Fire had to do with purification

Fire had to do with the passion that they would feel

Filled with the HS
Filled – used in different ways 
One of those ways was the filling of a sail

Sail on a boat that is slack

The wind starts blowing and fills the sail

The HS filled each one of them as if the wind was filling a sail

Began speaking in other languages - As the HS gave them ability
What the crowd heard was men and women from the region of Galilee speaking their languages
The Parthian – Iran -  heard one of them speaking in his tongue

Egyptians heard one of them speaking in their tongue

The Elamites heard them speaking their language

Arabs – those living south of Damascus - heard one of them speaking in their tongue

Each one of them was describing the amazing things God had done and was doing
Not too many years after the church began on the Day of Pentecost

Believers began to believe that what happened at Pentecost as a reversal of what occurred thousands of years before at the Tower of Babel when God confused the languages.
Early in the record of God’s dealings with people

Just after the Flood and Noah

The people began to build a tower to “reach up to heaven.”
What they were doing was impressive 

Soon they started paying more attention to the city and the tower and paying less attention to God
They all spoke one language

God confused their languages – gave different families different languages
People became divided, and they began to fight against each other
Followers of Jesus down through the century have viewed the events of Pentecost as the start of God reversing the division
The Apostle John wrote in his Revelation – the last book in the NT/Bible? 

Ultimately when Jesus returns people from “Every tongue, tribe, and nation” will be united together to worship Jesus.

After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their hands.  (Revelation 7:9 NLT)

It’s always made sense to me that God would use “tongues” as a sign of the HS having access to every area of a person’s life.

Remember what Jesus’ brother James wrote about the tongue?

The tongue is a flame of fire.  It is a whole world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself.  People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, but no one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison.  (James 3:6-8 NLT)

It makes sense that God would use something like controlling a person’s tongue
The unruliest part of a person 

That he would use the tongue as a sign of His desire to control every aspect and area of a person’s life. 

In different places in the W, this language is referred to as ‘tongues.”
In other places, it is referred to as the “tongue of men and angels.”
There are times when someone in a gathering will speak out in “tongues.” 

Most often a person speaks/prays in tongues when they are alone with God

When someone speaks with the tongue of men and angels in a gathering

Someone must interpret what the person is saying

When someone in praying between them and God an interpretation is not necessary

It isn’t necessary for the person praying to understand what is being prayed/said

My spirit/the HS in me – communicating directly with the Father and if I knew what was being said it might lay me out
You ever have one of those days where something is bothering you/your spirit and your just not sure what it is?

That’s your spirit sensing something 

When a person prays “in the spirit.” 

It is their spirit and the Holy Spirit communicating with the Father in heaven.

The Apostle Paul described it this way.

The Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don't know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words.  (Romans 8:26 NLT)

Sometimes Jesus in you, through the person of the HS, wants to pray to the Father

Why does all of this talk about the HS matter?

The Christian life is not meant to be lived in MY strength or by ME following certain principles
The Christian life is a life lived in the power of the HS

The OT prophet Zechariah records part of God’s work restoring the people of God to Israel after their captivity in Babylon.

They were attempting to rebuild the Temple

They were working hard

They were full of good intention

They were fighting obstacles
God speaks to Zerubbabel some timeless words about living for Jesus

"This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty.  (Zechariah 4:6 NIV)

During the three years of Jesus’ ministry, he regularly instructed the disciples about the HS

Out of your inner, most being will flow “rivers of living water.”
I’m going to send someone to walk with you

I’m going to send a helper

I’m going to send a teacher

I’m going to send you someone to comfort you – moments of fear and worry and stress

I can’t be with you always

But when I leave and because I leave – I’ll send the Promise of the Father.

The early Christians appear to have understood from the start that their experience of the Spirit was an extension of their experience of Jesus.

The Holy Spirit is just what Christ would have been had He been here. He ministers comfort just as Christ would have done only without the inconveniences of circumstance, without the restriction of space, without the limitations of time.  Henry Drummond

Here’s a description of what life looked like in those first centuries

They dwell in their own countries, but simply as sojourners.  As citizens they share in all things with others, yet endure all things as if foreigners.  They marry, as do all. They beget children, but they do not destroy their offspring.  They have a common table but not a common bed.  They pass their days on earth, but they are citizens of heaven.  They obey the prescribed laws and at the same time surpass the laws by their lives.  They are poor, yet make many rich. They are in lack of all things, yet abound in all.  

They are dishonored, and yet in their very dishonor are glorified.  They are evil spoken of yet they are justified.  They are reviled, and bless.  They are insulted and pay back the insult with honor.  They do good, yet are punished as evil-doers.  When punished, they rejoice as if quickened into life.  They are assailed by the Jews as foreigners, and are persecuted by the Greeks.  Yet those who hate them are unable to assign any reason for their hatred.  (Epistle to Diognetus 5)

What is it that gives people the strength/power/the wherewithal to live like that?
It is the power of the HS.

What is it that gives people the strength/power to endure family trouble?

Financial trouble?

What is it that gives life to a person’s words when they’re telling their family or friends about God?

What is it that gives people the fortitude to not back down from their conviction when the crowd is going in the opposite direction?

It’s the HS

Luke described the 120 as waiting

Waiting with their sails up

Waiting for the blowing of the wind of the HS

You do not need to “fill yourself” with the HS

You do not need to produce the wind

You need to raise the sail

You need to place yourself in a position where Jesus can fill you

JM – Driving to work one day

GM – Laying in bed one night 

BC – Praying for a group of teens at a youth retreat

HS – I’m here, and I need you to fill my sail

Keep that attitude 

Keep that heart condition

Keep yourself in that position

Then just respond to what the HS does.

We’re going to do this right now

We’re going to lift our sails so that the HS can do what he wants

Brenda’s going to lead us in a song

You can stand, you can sit, you can kneel, you can pray or sing

Just lift your sail – lift your heart

Here I am

