Uncharted 

The Book of Acts: The Voyage Begins

Acts 2:14-41

What should we do?
On Sunday mornings, we are studying the Book of Acts.

This 2000-year-old, ancient document is the history of the early church written by a doctor named Luke.

Luke researched and interviewed people so that he could compile an accurate account of what took place in the initial years of the church.  

We’ve covered the background of Acts and Luke in previous weeks
You can get all that information on our web page.

Periodically during the three years that Jesus traveled with the disciples and the apostles, he told them that His Father was going to send the Holy Spirit 

He told them that the HS would be with them and in them

Shortly before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit that the Father promised came upon them.

They had no idea how long they were going to wait.

They didn’t know what was going to happen.

They didn’t know how they would know that the HS had come upon them.

They were only told to wait, so they did.

Ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven and fifty days after Jesus rose from the dead the HS came to them.

During the Jewish celebration of Pentecost, there were about 120 of disciples waiting in a house 

Suddenly, unexpectedly there was the sound of a mighty wind that rushed through the house
Then, above each of their heads there appeared flames of fire

As the HS came upon them, they began to proclaim the mighty works of God, not in their languages, but in languages, they had not learned.  

They spoke in languages of people from around the Roman Empire and beyond.

Iraq, Syria, Egypt, Libya
Part of the reason that I titled the series “Uncharted” is because these events were unprecedented.

The disciples didn’t know what was happening or what the result would be.
They were embarking on new journey 
This new journey was day by day following what Jesus was doing

One day they chose Mathias to replace Judas who had committed suicide.

Then as they continue to wait for the promised HS
A mighty wind blows through the house
Then the flames

Then the languages 

What’s next?

They are in “Uncharted” waters 

When the people outside the house heard the mighty wind and then heard the commotion of people speaking in a variety of languages they ran to investigate.

The crowd outside didn’t know what to make of these men and women from Galilee speaking in their languages that they had not learned.

Some were astounded, but the overwhelming conclusion by the crowd was that those in the house were drunk.  

We’re going to pick up the story right at this point

They stood there amazed and perplexed. "What can this mean?" they asked each other. But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, "They're just drunk, that's all!" 

I think that I would have reacted in the same way if I had been there.

I can remember attending a few Promise Keeper gatherings, which were held nationwide in football stadiums around 15 years ago

I would just stand and watch as 1000’s of men responded to the work of the HS

My usual response was to cry

Some in the crowd outside the room where the 120 gathered were just like me – overwhelmed

Others though thought that the 120 were drunk.
Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, "Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o'clock in the morning is much too early for that. 

Peter and the rest of the apostles shouted to get everyone’s attention 

Then Peter addressed the crowd.

These people are not drunk – Come on it's nine o’clock in the morning!  It’s too early for people to be drunk.

Peter proceeds to launch into a lengthy explanation of what was happening.

As far as we know this is the first time that Peter got up and addressed a crowd like this.

Remember, just 50 days before Peter’s explanation he had denied that he knew Jesus to a middle school aged servant girl around a campfire.  

He was in hiding when Jesus was crucified 

After the burial of Jesus, he hid with the other disciples in Jerusalem

Peter Explains

No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: 'In the last days,' God says, 'I will pour out My Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. In those days I will pour out My Spirit even on My servants—men and women alike—and they will prophesy. … But everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.' (Acts 2:12-21 NLT)

Throughout Israel’s history, the HS worked in and through individuals who were chosen to lead and prophesy

The Holy Spirit didn’t come to the average person

God’s people would have never imagined that the HS was available to each of them.

During the time that Moses was leading the people of Israel through the desert, they complained because they had no meat to eat, but instead they had “manna” at every meal.

Moses prayed, and God promised them that he would provide meat for the Israelites.

The Holy Spirit came upon 70 elders of Israel.  

The elders prophesied – first time and only time 

While the elders who were with Moses were prophesying, two of the elders were still in the camp, and the HS came upon them, and they too prophesied.

Joshua, Moses’ assistant, reported to Moses that the two elders were back at the camp prophesying

Joshua: “Tell them to stop!”

Moses responded: “I wish that all the LORD's people were prophets and that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them all!”

Down through hundreds and hundreds of years of Israel’s history, the HS only came up particular people

The HS coming upon people only happened occasionally or sporadically.  

Peter explained to them that this was a new day and a new hour
'I will pour out My Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. In those days I will pour out My Spirit even on My servants—men and women alike—and they will prophesy.
The HS was now available to every follower of Jesus.

The wind of the HS was not going to blow on a few of God’s people but upon every follower of Jesus.
Peter continues with an in your face explanation of what had happened that opened the door for the wind of the HS to blow
"People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through Him, as you well know.  But God knew what would happen, and His prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed.  With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed Him to a cross and killed Him.  But God released Him from the horrors of death and raised Him back to life, for death could not keep Him in its grip.  (Acts 2:22-24 NLT)

"God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of this.  Now He is exalted to the place of highest honor in heaven, at God's right hand. And the Father, as He had promised, gave Him the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today.  So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!"  (Acts 2:32-33, 36 NLT)

Peter couldn't haven’t been much bolder. 

“With the help of the lawless Gentiles, YOU NAILED HIM TO THE CROSS AND KILLED HIM!”
Peter's words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, "Brothers, what should we do?"  (Acts 2:36-37 NLT)

Peter’s words were empowered by the HS
Conviction and guilt and shame

“Peter’s words pierced their hearts.”
Peter replied, "Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is to you, and to your children, and even to the Gentiles—all who have been called by the Lord our God."  (Acts 2:38-39 NLT)

We’ll come back to verse 38 in just a moment

Northpoint pastor Andy Stanley consolidated Peter’s explanation this way:

· God sent Him

· You killed Him

· God raised Him 

· We’ve seen him

· Now say you’re sorry

Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his listeners, "Save yourselves from this crooked generation!" Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all.  (Acts 2:40-41 NLT)

This verse should make you happy that I’m your pastor and not Peter – Peter continued preaching for a long time.

Peter “strongly urged” the listeners – “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.”
Luke’s account of what occurred provides insight into the size of the crowd that had gathered.

The response was enormous – about 3,000 people repented and were baptized.

Peter’s explanation to those whose heart’s had been pierced had three action points
The three actions described were conditions for them to receive the promised Holy Spirit

Two of these three actions are not one-time actions
They are actions that must be part of a person’s life with Jesus

You must repent of your sins

Change of mind

Change how you are thinking about life

Turn around

Change of mind and change in thinking instigates a transformation in a person’s heart

When someone hasn’t experienced a transformation in their heart they haven’t repented
“The greatest need you and I have—the greatest need of collective humanity—is the renovation of our heart.  That spiritual place within us from which outlook, choices, and actions come has been formed by the world away from God.  Now it must be transformed.”  Dallas Willard

Following Jesus starts with repentance but it also lives on repentance
If I had “repented” in 1979 but had not continued living a life of repentance
Continued to change my mind, change my actions, turn from living for myself

I would no longer have life

A garden of perpetual and continual repentance is the soil where the life of Jesus grows

When I sense a lack of “life” – a lack of the HS blowing upon me – my sails hanging slack

It is partly because I have gotten off the path of repentance

My thinking is wrong; my mind is wrong
You must turn to God

Not only must a person change their thinking and turn away from the life they’ve been living

A person must turn toward God

Turning to God is about having a responsive heart  

What do you want Jesus?

How would you like me to live?

I’m here for you and your purpose.

You must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 

It’s a funny thing that baptism carries almost no stigma to it in our culture
A person can get baptized on Sunday, tell a co-worker about it on Monday when they ask you what you did on the weekend, and people will hardly bat an eye

So why are people slow to be baptized?

I’m sure that there are lots of reasons why people are reluctant to be baptized
Let me just mention two.

“I’m not good enough to get baptized.”

If that’s you – think about this:  The people that got baptized on the first day of the church's life didn’t have time to prove their “goodness” or “goodiness.”
The other thought is that people are reluctant to get baptized because the enemy of their soul is hindering them from obeying Jesus and getting baptized?

The enemy of individuals’s souls works to keep people from being baptized.
Could it be because something powerful will happen following your baptism?

Could it be if he can keep a person from obeying then he can hinder a person from catching the wind of life?
Remember Peter said:

· Repent

· Turn to God

· Be baptized

Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is to you, and to your children, and even to the Gentiles—all who have been called by the Lord our God."  (Acts 2:38-39 NLT)

Last week I described that the HS wants to blow the wind of life on each one of us

To catch the wind of the Holy Spirit, the wind of life is that we lift our sails and turn toward God 
Is it possible that we don’t experience catching the wind of the HS on a regular basis because we haven’t made repentance and turning to God a regular part of our life?

Repentance lifts the sail 

Turning to God can be likened to turning our life’s do that we catch the wind. 
Is it possible that our failure to continually respond with our heart towards God 

What do you want from me?  

How do you expect me to live?

Is it possible that not responding with a heart that is ready to obey - prevents us from catching the wind of the HS?

If you’ve never repented and turned to God, this is your opportunity. 

If you need to repent of anything – change your mind, change your thinking, turn, this is your opportunity. 
If you need to turn took God so that you sense again the wood of the Holy Spirit, this is your time. 
