Uncharted 

The Book of Acts: The Voyage Begins

Acts 2:42-47

A deep sense of awe
On Sunday mornings, we are studying the Book of Acts.

This 2000-year-old, ancient document is the history of the early church written by a doctor named Luke.

Luke researched and interviewed people so that he could compile an accurate account of what took place in the initial years of the church.  

We’ve covered the background of Acts and Luke in previous weeks

You can get all that information on our web page.

Part of the reason that I titled the series “Uncharted” is because these events were unprecedented.

The disciples didn’t know what was happening or what the result would be.

They were embarking on new journey 

This new journey was day by day following what Jesus was doing

Following the outpouring of the HS

3,000 people committed to Jesus and got baptized

Today we’re going to take a brief look at Acts 2:42-47

These verses are a summary description of the first few days, weeks and months of the church.

We’re going to spend a couple of weeks in these verses.

Let’s read these verses and then I want to take us to one idea. 
All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord's Supper), and to prayer. 

A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 

They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord's Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.  (Acts 2:42-47 NLT)
Just a short time later Peter and John were used by Jesus to heal a lame man 
Luke records: And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. Acts 3:10 (ESV)
And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things. Acts 5:11 (ESV)

A few chapters into Luke’s account of what occurred in the early days, weeks, and months of the church that what was happening was described as turning the world upside down.
Lives that were once self-centered were becoming other-centered
Instead of asking “How much can I get away with and still be OK?”

The Jesus followers began to ask “What more can I do?”

Instead of waiting for others to wait on them and serve them growing numbers of converts searched for ways to help one another.  

A revolution was taking place, 
It wasn’t a revolt of violence or political might.

It wasn’t a revolution to overthrow the Roman authorities
It wasn’t a revolution to somehow reform or reorganize the existing worship structure.

The revolution was one of love

The revolution was one of generosity

The revolution was one of serving and sacrifice

The revolution was heart transformation on an unparalleled scale

The Holy Spirit visited them, and it changed them, and it changed the world. 

In the 1908 classic Wind and the Willows, there is a short story "The Piper at the Gates of Dawn." 

The story tells how Mole and Rat search for Otter's missing son Portly, whom they find in the care of the god Pan.
There is an excellent description of AWE in the story.
Then suddenly the Mole felt a great Awe fall upon him, an awe that turned his muscles to water, bowed his head, and rooted his feet to the ground. It was no panic terror—indeed he felt wonderfully at peace and happy—but it was an awe that smote and held him and, without seeing, he knew it could only mean that some august Presence was very, very near. 
With difficulty he turned to look for his friend and saw him at his side cowed, stricken, and trembling violently. And still there was utter silence in the populous bird-haunted branches around them; and still the light grew and grew. Perhaps he would never have dared to raise his eyes, but that, though the piping was now hushed, the call and the summons seemed still dominant and imperious. He might not refuse, were Death himself waiting to strike him instantly, once he had looked with mortal eye on things rightly kept hidden. 
Trembling he obeyed, and raised his humble head; and then, in that utter clearness of the imminent dawn, while Nature, flushed with fullness of incredible color, seemed to hold her breath for the event, he looked in the very eyes of the Friend and Helper.
Next week we’re going to look at the practices of the early church that were the result of the outpouring of these Holy Spirit. 
Today I going to travel a little farther than the immediate effect of the AWE that the early church experienced
The effects were felt in every corner of the Roman Empire and place that a follower of Jesus traveled. 

Part of what I’m going to talk about comes from a book:  When Children Became People
In ancient Greece and Rome and to some extent in the Jewish culture children were non-persons.

The prevailing worldview of the time divided people and groups into segments based on value.
Center of the circle – those who were most valuable
“Freeborn Roman citizens” – most valuable was “adult males.”
Importance because of their an ancestry
Patrician – Ruling class – old-established upper class

Senatorial – political power and prestige 
Equestrian – economic power and prestige

Plebeian – Roman citizens who were not from the ruling party.
Freeborn women were Citizens but without the right to vote

Citizens – who lived in towns outside the city of Rome – couldn’t vote

Freed slaves – “Freedmen.”
Foreigners, slaves, servants, women, elderly and children

The “less valuable” a person was the further away they were from the center

Children were at the very extreme edge of society

My first year of college I took an Introduction to Sociology class – Sociology 101

The one idea that I remember from that class is how parents, grandparents, and other significant adults pressure on a young couple to have children.

· When are, you going to have a baby?

· Have you decided how many children you are going to have?

· What are you waiting for?

Barbara has commented before that she thinks that since that’s the only thing that I remember from Sociology that I’ve made it my mission to pressure young couples to get pregnant.

Social pressure was completely different in ancient times

Due to the high infant mortality rate, there was significant cultural pressure placed upon parents NOT to become emotionally attached to children

“You don’t want to get attached because it is very likely that the child will not live.”

Almost like parents on a farm not letting their children name an animal because it’s harder to sell or butcher an animal that’s been named. There’s an attachment that comes with names. 
Studies of funeral inscriptions and other sources have concluded that perhaps as many as 50 percent of children died before their tenth birthday.

Pagan authors, like Plutarch, described children more like plants than people.

Parents in the center circle – the ones that were well off, upper crust
If they had children at all – elite/wealthy/upper-class women often decided not to have children because of the risk of dying in childbirth

They would choose to have children through a surrogate or slave

Either way, wealthy parents didn’t typically interact with their children

Their children were cared for by slaves

Vicious beating of children was common practice and part of the “education” of a child.

It was legal for a father to kill a child who had not reached the age of accountability without cause

Almost a universal practice in the Roman Empire was exposing newborns, infants and children up to the age that the could walk – “exposito”

Deformed, too many mouths to feed, children conceived in questionable relationships
Girls - Girls were abandoned more often than boys

Boys could carry on the family line 

In rural families, agricultural families and trades, which was about 90% of the population, boys were of more practical value than girls
Historical sociologist Rodney Stark points out that the exposing of girls left an extremely unbalance number of makes. 
The lopsided number of males was a contributing factor to the violence in the Roman Empire
Since children were of such low-value sexual exploitation of children was rampant

It is a popular notion today that the ancient “pagan” world had a more balanced view and standard of sexuality and that the teachings of Christianity regarding sex outside of marriage and homosexuality are overly restrictive and destructive. 
The truth is the ancient world didn’t have fewer taboos -  it just had different taboos.

In the ancient world, almost all sexual activity was allowed if it was someone in an inner circle acting towards a person in one of the outer circles.

A person in the inner circle could be an aggressor to someone in an outer circle 
A person in an outer circle could never be an aggressor toward someone in an inner circle
The fate of the majority of exposed children, male and female, who were picked up by strangers was to grow up as a slave and/or a prostitute.

Men would short through exposed children to ascertain their usefulness and value
The most profitable way for a person to make money from a collected child was by prostituting them.

Brothels specializing in child sex were legal and a thriving business in Rome.

I could go on, but I think that you get the idea.

It was into this world that the church was born.

Just after the church was born the believers began to fight against the practice of “expositio”
Believers began to speak and write against exposure and abortion
From the very beginning of the church, the disciples began taking the words of Jesus regarding children seriously.

Jesus taught: “Let the little children come to me.” - Then he would touch the children and speak a blessing over them

Following the resurrection of Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
The church began to ascribed value to children that they’d never had 

The followers of Jesus began to rescue children from exposure

The followers rescued exposed children not so they could be used as non-people 

They rescued them so that they could nurture, love, train, and educate them.

Within 20 years of the resurrection, the Apostles were giving instructions to children and parents that were in stark contrast to the values of the culture. 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Ephesians 6:1 (ESV)
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.  Ephesians 6:4 (ESV)

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.  Colossians 3:20-21 (ESV)

Whereas in the surrounding culture children were on the outer edge of society
The church began transplanting children towards the inner circles 
One of the influential early church fathers Chrysostom described the change of heart and attitude towards children in the church
Let everything take second place to our care for our children, our bringing them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. If from the beginning we teach them to love true wisdom, they will have greater wealth and glory than riches can provide. 

If a child learns a trade, or is highly educated for a lucrative profession, all this is nothing compared to the art of detachment from riches; if you want to make your child rich, teach him this. He is truly rich who does not desire great possessions, or to surround himself with wealth, but who requires nothing. This is how to discipline and teach your child; this is the greatest riches. 
Don't worry about giving him an influential reputation for worldly wisdom, but ponder deeply how you can teach him to think lightly of this life's passing glories; thus he will become truly renowned and glorious.... 
Don't strive to make him a clever orator, but teach him to love true wisdom. He will not suffer if he lacks clever words; but if he lacks wisdom, all the rhetoric in the world can't help him. A pattern of life is what is needed, not empty speeches; character, not cleverness; deeds, not words. These things will secure cure the Kingdom and bestow God's blessing. Don't sharpen his tongue, but purify his soul. Chrysostom
During the first 100 years of the church, the attitude towards children moved from the edges of society towards the middle. 
Christianity's invention of children — that is, its invention of the cultural idea of children as treasured human beings — was really an outgrowth of its most stupendous and revolutionary idea: the radical equality, and the infinite value, of every single human being as a beloved child of God. If the God who made heaven and Earth chose to reveal himself, not as an emperor, but as a slave punished on the cross, then no one could claim higher dignity than anyone else on the basis of earthly status.  Pascal-Emmanuel Gobry
When God began doing the amazing things that He was doing with the early church the result was A deep sense of awe came over them all
That AWE changed everything. 

In the weeks to come, we are going to look at what God was doing with these early believers

What were the believers doing as the wind of Holy Spirit was blowing?
What was happening in their hearts and lives that enabled God to move in the most incredible ways?
How does Jesus want to change attitudes and values through His followers who continually seek to position themselves and make themselves available to the Holy Spirit?
That sense of AWE is what the church needs again!

That sense of AWE is what I need.
