Uncharted 

The Book of Acts: The Voyage Begins

Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves

What’s your devotion quotient?

On Sunday mornings, we are studying the Book of Acts.

This 2000-year-old, ancient document is the history of the early church written by a doctor named Luke.

Luke researched and interviewed people so that he could compile an accurate account of what took place in the initial years of the church.  

We’ve covered the background of Acts and Luke in previous weeks

You can get all that information on our web page.

Part of the reason that I titled the series “Uncharted” is because these events were unprecedented.

The disciples didn’t know what was happening or what the result would be.

They were embarking on new journey 

This new journey was day by day following what Jesus was doing

Following the outpouring of the HS

3,000 people committed to Jesus and got baptized

Today we’re going to take another brief look at Acts 2:42-47

These verses are a summary description of the first few days, weeks and months of the church.

We’re going to spend a couple of weeks in these verses.

Let’s read these verses and then I want to take us to one idea. 

All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord's Supper), and to prayer. 

A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 

They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord's Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.  (Acts 2:42-47 NLT)
All the believers devoted themselves

They weren’t just devoted

They were devoted to specific areas:

Biblical teaching, spending time together, eating together, the Lord’s Supper and prayer.

Because of their devotion

· They worked together to meet needs that arose in people’s lives
· They sold property and possessions to meet people's needs
· They shared everything they had with each other
· They worshiped in the Temple and met in homes

All the believers devoted themselves

What does that mean?  “Devoted.”
People use the word devoted in quite a few different ways 

Devoted employee – Puts work first – will say NO to other things in life and gives work a YES
Devoted husband/wife – Committed to his wife
Devoted mother – Puts a priority on her children
Devoted fan – is crazy about their team – WIN or LOSE
BBE – They kept their attention fixed 

Uses a Greek verb that communicates: “a steadfast and single-minded commitment to a certain course of action.”
It’s fairly common for churches to have as their mission statement or tagline something like 
Developing fully devoted followers of Jesus
Devoted means that something dominates a person’s life
Jesus often described what devotion would look like

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”  (Luke 10:27 ESV)

Love for God should dominate the life of a follower of Jesus

Followers of Jesus should have a steadfast and single-minded commitment to obedience.

Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  (Matthew 6:33 ESV)

Seeking first the KofG should be dominating the life of a follower of Jesus

Followers of Jesus should have a steadfast and single-minded commitment to “Seek first the KofG”
Jesus constantly talked about what we call devotion when he was teaching 
He talked about and described devotion, because of spiritual and emotional – Entropy

Every one of us experiences ENTROPY
Entropy is when something goes from order to disorder

Entropy is what happens to your Christmas lights between the time you put them in the box in January and dig them out of storage.
I was talking to a friend of mine a couple of weeks ago, who has been an avid weight lifter – body builder
He tore his shoulder a couple of years ago and had to have surgery to fix it.

I asked him if he was still lifting – he said he was lifting but not like he used to

“As I get a little older and don’t stay very consistent at lifting I find that things don’t look like they should.  If I don’t lift hard continually, I get flabby and things ‘migrate.’”

That’s ENTROPY

5oo years ago, the Westminster Catechism declared:  

The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. Westminster Catechism 1647
Many of us, if not most of us, in the room have had a moment or moments in life when that line could describe our life. 

I want to glorify God – that’s my chief end – Glorifying God is what ultimately matters

The chief end of man is to glorify God 

We can understand that glorifying God is one of the purposes of life 

The Apostle Paul instructed Jesus followers: 
Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.  1 Corinthians 10:31 (CSB)
The Westminster Catechism says “The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.”
What does that mean?  --- Enjoy him forever!

How does that work?  What does that mean?

Think about it this way

If I’m devoted to my wife and live to glorify her then 

As a result, I “enjoy her forever.”

If I’m devoted to me and live for my glory, then I begin to despise and feel contempt for my wife.

Be devoted to your wife, and you’ll enjoy her forever.

Be devoted to your husband, and you’ll enjoy him forever.

Enjoying your spouse doesn’t cease because of how they treat you.

Enjoying your spouse ceases because of how we treat them.

Man who no longer loved his wife … went to his lawyer to have divorce papers drawn up.

The lawyer listened to him but instead of immediately agreeing to the work gave him some advice.

“If you despise your wife that much, you don’t want to just divorce her.  You want to hurt her.  Here’s what you do …”

If you are devoted to God – you’ll enjoy God!

When your devotion for God begins to migrate, slip and dip and dangle – you won’t enjoy God!

“Devoted” means a person regularly says NO to some things so that they can say YES to other things.
If you are devoted to golf, you will say NO to people and activities so that you say YES to golf. 
Anyone who is “elite” in their field – music, arts, sports, medicine – Says “NO” – and Says “YES.”
Devotion Quotient 

What are you devoted to?

How devoted are you?
When was the last time you said “NO” to something or someone was so that you could say “yes” to something or someone else? 
If you say “No” to your husband so that you can say yes to your hobby
You might need to adjust your Devotion Quotient 
If you say YES to your friend's invitation to play cards and say NO to your child’s attention
You might need to change your Devotion Quotient 
When someone is devoted to their spouse, they will say no to other opportunities because they are devoted.

VP Pence has being been run through the ringer this week because in a 2002 interview he mentioned that he doesn’t eat dinner alone with a woman who is not his wife. 
“Billy Graham Rule” – avoid temptation, avoid accusation

Some news sites/bloggers/pundits are saying that his actions are illegal and that he is guilty of sexual discrimination 
Could it be that he is wise? Prudent? Devoted?
A parent who is devoted to her children will say no to opportunities and promotions because they are devoted.

When a person is devoted to a dream, they will say “NO” to opportunities so that they can fulfill their dream.

Paul gave a four-word description of devotion to the church in Corinth.  He wrote:  

I die every day! (1 Corinthians 15:31 ESV)

I've never met a fully devoted follower of Christ who didn't have to die daily to a host of things that would like to have a grip on him— personal ambition, worldly pleasures, people's applause, greed.  This culture ferociously maintains that "you can have it all," but that slogan is foreign to the mind and teaching of Christ.

Bill Hybels
What is your devotion quotient?

What’s your devotion score?

When was the last time you said “NO” to something because of your devotion to Jesus?

“Just this morning! I was going to sleep in, but I said NO to that nagging snooze button so that I could be here for church.”
Can I be bold for a second?  JESUS DIED FOR YOU!  And your devotion amounts to getting out of bed?

"If Jesus Christ is God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him."  Unknown

Let’s try this again … When was the last time you said “NO” because of your devotion to Jesus?

When was the last time you said “YES!” because of your devotion to Jesus?
It is so easy to let entropy cause my devotion to sag.

It is so easy to misplace DEVOTION!

People can be “DEVOTED” to the wrong thing in life

I’ve put my devotion in the wrong place at times.

You’ve put your devotion in the wrong place at times.

Think about the boy or girl that you were “in love with” and you gave your heart and maybe more to them only to have them take your heart and spit on it and crush it.

“People may spend their whole lives climbing the ladder of success only to find, once they reach the top, that the ladder is leaning against the wrong wall.”  Thomas Merton.

“If the ladder is not leaning against the right wall, every step we take just gets us to the wrong place faster.”  Stephen R. Covey

“For many people, the barrier to spiritual growth is not lack of commitment, but over-commitment to the wrong things.”  Rick Warren
There was an enormously famous man in the 20th century that spent his life DEVOTED to the wrong things.  He climbed one ladder after another.  
The problem was that the ladder was always on the wrong wall.  

His mantra in life was MORE.  All he ever wanted in life was more.  He was a 20th Century equivalent of King Solomon.  

The money that he had was not enough he wanted more.  
So, he invested and engineered his inherited wealth into a billion-dollar mountain of assets. 
The fame that he had was not enough he had to have more fame.  So, he tried his hand in the entertainment world, and like Midas everything he touched became gold.  
He became a Hollywood filmmaker and star. 
The sensual pleasures that he had experienced and that he had at his disposal was not enough.  He had to have more.  He used his enormous wealth to indulge his every sexual urge. 
The thrills that life had provided hadn’t satisfied him, so he sought more thrills.  
He designed, built, and piloted the fastest aircraft in the world. 
The power that his fame, money, success, and thrills had provided were not enough.  He lusted after more power.  In his thirst for power, he secretly dealt political favors so skillfully that two U.S. presidents became his pawns. 
More, more, more … he had to have more.  

He was convinced that MORE would bring him the satisfaction that he was yearning for.  

Unfortunately, history reveals otherwise. 
This man might have been one of the most DEVOTED men of his time.  

The problem was he was devoted to the wrong thing!
At the end of his life he was in constant seclusion, alone, all alone, emaciated; colorless; sunken chest; his fingernails were grotesque, inches-long corkscrews; his teeth were black and rotted in his mouth; his body was peppered with numerous tumors; there were innumerable needle marks up and down his body from his drug addiction. 
"Howard Hughes died, believing the myth of more. 
He died a billionaire “junkie,” insane by all reasonable standards.

“It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.  We are far too easily pleased.” C.S. Lewis
As I said last week, the early disciples didn’t ask

· What can I get away with?

· They asked what more can I do?

The disciples said no to people, passions, and desires so that they could say yes to Jesus. 
Don’t you know that the runners in a stadium all race, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way to win the prize. Now everyone who competes exercises self-control in everything. They do it to receive a perishable crown, but we an imperishable crown. So I do not run like one who runs aimlessly or box like one beating the air. Instead, I discipline my body and bring it under strict control, so that after preaching to others, I myself will not be disqualified.  1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (CSB)

Evaluate your Devotion Quotient 
Where is my devotion weak?

Where is my devotion in the wrong place? 
Have I recently said NO to anything significant because of my devotion to Jesus?

Have I recently said YES to something because of my devotion to Jesus?

