Uncharted 

The Book of Acts: The Voyage Begins

Acts 4:32 – 5:11
Why am I trying to impress others?

Impressing others – specifically – Why and who am I trying to impress?
First impressions

· Job interview – Look the person you meet in the eye – firm handshake – Put your phone away

· Young person – meet your new interest’s Dad/Mom

· Within a few minutes of walking into a church - Within minutes – long before the music starts or the speaker speaks
· Pastor’s change churches – like any other occupation – go into a church – impress people

· Stopped to get a gift card … walked out

Making an Impressions is a big deal

Articles:  “Dress to impress” - What you wear, what you drive, how you talk

FB/Instagram – So much about making an impression

Is my avatar life impressive enough?
That’s what we are going to talk about through one of the craziest events in all of church history

2,000 years that the church has existed – this is still one of the wildest events

I heard someone recently say – these kinds of events are the reason they wonder if children should be given a Bible or not

A little strange - studying for today – kid’s coloring pages of this account

We’ve been learning from what is called The Book of Acts
2,000 account of the life of the early followers of Jesus

Written by Dr. Luke – accurate account what happened in the early years

Most recently the episodes have included

Peter and John being used by Jesus in the healing of a beggar at the Temple
After the healing takes place, the Jewish leaders had Peter and John arrested by the Temple Guard

Peter and John were brought in before the Jewish leaders but eventually were released because the leaders were afraid that if they punished them a riot would ensue

Peter and John returned to the other believers 

They had a time of prayer

There was another visit by the HS

With new boldness, the believers told anyone who would listen about Jesus.

Pick up the account with the last few verses of Acts 4

These verses are the lead into the account we’re going to look at

All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had. The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God's great blessing was upon them all. There were no needy people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them and bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need. 

For instance, there was Joseph, the one the apostles nicknamed Barnabas (which means "Son of Encouragement"). He was from the tribe of Levi and came from the island of Cyprus. He sold a field he owned and brought the money to the apostles.  (Acts 4:32-37 NLT)

This is the second time that these kinds of terms are used by Luke to describe the generosity and sacrifice of the early believers and the way they took care of each other’s needs.
They took ownership very loosely

They did whatever they could to take care of each other

Rather than read the verses I thought that I’d show you a short 3-minute video of the account
People were giving money

Other people were selling property 

Dr. Luke introduces us to a man named Barnabas – Levite – priestly family who was from the island of Cyprus in the Mediterranean
Watch this video of the account
Can you imagine?

You were this good Jewish couple – minding your own business

When you hear that Jesus had risen from the dead and is the Messiah

You begin to follow Jesus 

Learning about what that means

Gathering for prayer times, meals, listening to the Apostles and others tell about their travels with Jesus

You hear about the miracles, the crowds, the teachings

People are generous

You and your spouse decide to join in the generosity

But there is a little twist to your generosity
I want to talk about two different things

Then Peter said, "Ananias, why have you let Satan fill your heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of the money for yourself. The property was yours to sell or not sell, as you wished. And after selling it, the money was also yours to give away. How could you do a thing like this? You weren't lying to us but to God!" (Acts 5:3-6 NLT)

The name Satan was borrowed from the Persians

The Persian word was used to describe a “secret service agent” who worked undercover for the Persian kings 

The agent would test people’s loyalty to the king

Here’s how a first-century Stoic philosopher describes the tactic of a Roman “secret service” 

"When someone gives us the impression of having talked to us frankly about his personal affairs, somehow or other we are likewise led to tell him our own secrets ... In this fashion the rash are ensnared by the soldiers in Rome. A soldier, dressed like a civilian, sits down by your side, and begins to speak ill of Caesar, and then you too, just as though you had received from him some guarantee of good faith in the fact that he began the abuse, tell likewise everything you think. And the next thing is-you are led off to prison in chains." (Discourses IV, 13, 1.5 LCL). Epictetus, a first-century Stoic philosopher
What does that sound like?

Garden of Eden – serpent comes to Eve – Did God say? – Testing Adam and Eve’s loyalty to the Creator

Temptation of Jesus – Devil/Satan – trying to test Jesus’ loyalty to his Father
The tempting of Ananias and Sapphira might be described this way
Satan sat down beside Ananias and Sapphira – test their loyalty
“Look how no one is noticing you.”

“You deserve to be noticed.”

“You are as important as anyone else around here.”

“I could help you get noticed.”

We don’t know how Satan “filled their hearts.”
Thoughts, events, other people’s actions, reactions, things other people were saying

Somehow Satan got to them

What Satan did was convince them to Dress-up
“You know if you dress-up people will notice you!”

They were playing the ultimate game of --- dress-up

We have a word we use to describe someone who “dresses up” just to impress people

They say the right things to impress

They spend the right money, dress the right way

Someone who is pretending

Hypocrite 

Research by scholar Eva Kittay. 

Our word for hypocrite comes from directly from the Greek word of Jesus’ time – hupo-kri-tes. 

The word was most commonly used in the theater. 

Hypokrites – were the people who were actors on a stage

Often actors would use --- Masks

The word is used primarily of actors on a stage. 

In the first century, one of the great theaters of the day was built in a town called Sepphoris. 

The theatre seated between 3,000 and 4,000 people. 

Sepphoris was one of Herod’s huge building projects going on in Galilee. 

Josephus called Sepphoris “the ornament of all Galilee.”
Sepphoris was less than an hour's walk away from at tiny little town? --- Nazareth.

Many scholars believe that the Sepphoris project was so immense that every craftsman in the region probably worked on the project.

One of those craftsman -- from Nazareth by the name of Joseph and possibly his young apprentice Son, Jesus worked to building projects going on in Sepphoris. 

As a young boy - Jesus could see Sepphoris from Nazareth

No doubt he was familiar with the stage and the hupokritai – the actors

So it is interesting that Jesus used – language of the stage to critique religious hypocrisy

He did so in such a way that it has shaped all of history.

The word hypocrite is used 17 times in the New Testament. 
Every single time it's used, Jesus uses it. 

Jesus is the one who first introduced this word outside of the stage – in the marketplace.

The word evolved to refer to people who might assume a pose or play a role – poser.
It is clear from the literary records that it was Jesus alone who brought this term hypocrisy and the corresponding character into the moral record of the Western world.  It is ironic that even when, precisely when, we criticize the church for producing hypocrites, we pay tribute to this Man Jesus whose teaching gave us the picture of hypocrisy that shapes our moral understanding 2,000 years later. Dallas Willard

I often think of the word – Masquerade – hum the song from Phantom of the Opera
Masquerade Ball

Lyrics – Phantom of the Opera
Masquerade!

Paper faces on parade.

Masquerade!

Hide your face, so the world will never find you!

Masquerade!

Every face a different shade.

Masquerade!

Look around - there's another mask behind you!

Masquerade!

You can fool any friend who ever knew you!

Masquerade was described by Robert Quillen in 1928 this way. 

Using Money, You Haven’t Earned To Buy Things You Don’t Need To Impress People You Don’t Like.  
Robert Quillen 1928

Ananias and Sapphira wear the mask of generosity. 
Mask of integrity. 

Mask of spirituality 
The sin of Ananias and Sapphira was not greed

The sin wasn’t even the lying

The sin was the measure they went to in order to “Impress” the group

They put on their masks so that they might appear to be something other than who they were

Why do we work so hard to impress others?
Why do we: Cheat people, Hide behind a fake mask, try to appear better or worse than we are
Trying to impress people can be positive or negative

Trying to be better than reality

Trying to be worse

Every sickness is near death

Every accident is life threatening? 

Why do we seek to impress others?
Fear

Insecurity

We want to belong

We want to be liked
Approved of

Thought well of 

Maybe impressing someone will open doors

There is an interesting twist that can happen when trying to impress people

We don’t think that someone will approve, like, accept us as we are - so we do things to impress them.

When they are not impressed, we get angry because they weren’t impressed with our “impressive self.”
Last line “Masquerade.”
You can fool any friend who ever knew you!

Fooling God is not like fooling man. 

You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people some of the time, but you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.  Abraham Lincoln, 16th president of US (1809 - 1865)

You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people some of the time, but you cannot fool God anytime!

God was not fooled by Ananias and Sapphira’s attempt to impress the church.

Who have you been trying to impress?

What mask do you put on?
To appear younger, richer, smarter, funnier

Work harder

Who are you trying to fool?

Why do you feel the need to impress?

