Uncharted 

The Book of Acts: The Voyage Begins

Acts 5:12-42
Dishonored for Jesus

One of the constant struggles over the last 2000 years has been:

What is a Christian’s response to governmental authority and culture when they are both going against God and the truths that God laid out?
During the Roman Empire, the Reformation – the 1500s, the American Revolution, slavery, civil rights – What should a believer do? And the conflicts that followed

In our day: 
What should a Christian baker do, what about a florist, what about a pharmacist, a teacher, a boss, an employee?
How should a believer respond?

What does God want?  

What is our responsibility to those in authority?

What does a Christian do when culture is going in an opposite direction to the path God has ordained?
That’s what we’re going to talk about today.

We’ve been learning from what is called The Book of Acts

2,000 account of the life of the early followers of Jesus

Written by Dr. Luke – accurate account what happened in the early years

Most recently the episode covered the events regarding Ananias and Sapphira
Crazy story about a man and woman who died because they were deceptive attempting to impress people in the church.

We’re going to pick-up Luke’s account just after Ananias and Sapphira.  
Pray

The apostles were performing many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers were meeting regularly at the Temple in the area known as Solomon's Colonnade. 

Solomon’s Colonnade is the area in the Temple were Peter and John had been arrested previously over healing a lame man.
But no one else dared to join them, even though all the people had high regard for them. 

After Ananias and Sapphira fell dead in one of their gatherings some people were afraid to near the Apostles.
Yet more and more people believed and were brought to the Lord—crowds of both men and women. As a result of the apostles' work, sick people were brought out into the streets on beds and mats so that Peter's shadow might fall across some of them as he went by. Crowds came from the villages around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those possessed by evil spirits, and they were all healed. 

People were bringing sick people rich on their beds and poor people on their mats
They were hoping that Peter’s shadow might come over them and heal them
Probably a response to the word on the street about what was happening.

The hem of Jesus coat, Peter’s shadow, Paul’s handkerchief

There are some crazy ways that God healed people  
The high priest and his officials, who were Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. But an angel of the Lord came at night, opened the gates of the jail, and brought them out. Then he told them, "Go to the Temple and give the people this message of life!" 

There is an irony in the events that occurred

The high priest and his cabinet, who were Sadducees, sent the Temple guard to arrest the Apostles
Sadducees don’t believe in angels, spirits, judgment, resurrection from the dead or life after death.
When people die that’s it – there is nothing after death
During the night an angel ---- who they teach and argue doesn’t exist - sets the Apostles free

Luke’s account continues
So at daybreak the apostles entered the Temple, as they were told, and immediately began teaching. 

The Apostles are released by the angel and told to keep telling about Jesus
As soon as the sun rose they went into the Temple and began teaching about Jesus

When the high priest and his officials arrived, they convened the high council—the full assembly of the elders of Israel. Then they sent for the apostles to be brought from the jail for trial. But when the Temple guards went to the jail, the men were gone. So they returned to the council and reported, "The jail was securely locked, with the guards standing outside, but when we opened the gates, no one was there!" 

I’d love to been in the room while they were waiting for the Apostles to be brought in.
The 71 members of the Supreme Court is gathered talking about the Apostles and the Apostles constant teaching and preaching about Jesus and what they are going to do about them – how are they going to stop them?
Where are the Apostles?  In the Temple teaching about Jesus
The Temple guards, having been sent to retrieve the Apostles find the prison locked and guarded but the gang of Apostles are gone.
The cell block is locked – the guards are in place – but the prisoners have escaped
When the captain of the Temple guard and the leading priests heard this, they were perplexed, wondering where it would all end. Then someone arrived with startling news: "The men you put in jail are standing in the Temple, teaching the people!" 

Wondering – “When is this craziness going to end? All this commotion by the followers of Jesus?”
“This is ridiculous!”

The captain went with his Temple guards and arrested the apostles, but without violence, for they were afraid the people would stone them. 

While the 71 most influential Jewish men wait in ABSOLUTE FRUSTRATION the captain of the Temple guard and the Temple guards go to the Temple to arrest the Apostles - AGAIN
Then they brought the apostles before the high council, where the high priest confronted them. 
"Didn't we tell you never again to teach in this man's name?" he demanded. "Instead, you have filled all Jerusalem with your teaching about Him, and you want to make us responsible for His death!" 
But Peter and the apostles replied, "We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead after you killed Him by hanging Him on a cross. Then God put Him in the place of honor at his right hand as Prince and Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their sins and be forgiven. We are witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit, who is given by God to those who obey Him." 
Their short response – “We must obey God rather than any human authority.”

We’ll come back to that line

When they heard this, the high council was furious and decided to kill them. But one member, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, who was an expert in religious law and respected by all the people, stood up and ordered that the men be sent outside the council chamber for a while. Then he said to his colleagues, "Men of Israel, take care what you are planning to do to these men! Some time ago there was that fellow Theudas, who pretended to be someone great. About 400 others joined him, but he was killed, and all his followers went their various ways. The whole movement came to nothing. After him, at the time of the census, there was Judas of Galilee. He got people to follow him, but he was killed, too, and all his followers were scattered. 
Gamaliel was the most respected teacher/authority in Israel at this time.  
He is the teacher that the Apostle Paul had been trained by

An interesting side-note
Gamaliel was the son of Simeon
Simeon, 35 years before this was an old man who was always praying and worshipping in the Temple

Waiting for the appearing of the Messiah
He was in the Temple on the day that Joseph and Mary took him to the Temple to be dedicated

He took Jesus into his hands and blessed Jesus
Now 35 years later his son Gamaliel is the leading authority/teacher in Israel and is part of the 71 member Supreme Court that put Jesus to death and is now interrogating the Apostles because of Jesus
Gamaliel references two other uprisings that had occurred not long before Jesus came along.
Josephus writes about Judas of Galilee.  

Josephus in hyperbole says that there were “10,000 other rebellions” during this time.
"So my advice is, leave these men alone. Let them go. If they are planning and doing these things merely on their own, it will soon be overthrown. But if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You may even find yourselves fighting against God!" 
Gamaliel speaks a memorable line – “If this movement is a man based movement it’ll end but If it is from God you won’t be able to stop it.”
Sounds good but not true

There have been lots of manmade religious movements, humanitarian movements, political movements that lasted for years/centuries

There have been things that were from God that ended abruptly.  

Sounds good – not true
The others accepted his advice. They called in the apostles and had them flogged. Then they ordered them never again to speak in the name of Jesus, and they let them go. 
Flogged them – 39 lashes (40-1) that were prescribed by Jewish law

Can you imagine that scene? 
12 Apostles being stripped and flogged 

Here’s what happened

The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had counted them worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus. 
And every day, in the Temple and from house to house, they continued to teach and preach this message: "Jesus is the Messiah." (Acts 5:12-42 NLT)

I want to take you back to two lines

“Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than any human authority.”  Acts 5:29 (NLT)

The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had counted them worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus. 

The Apostles determined that they had to, in this incident, obey God and not the authorities.
For 2000 years, followers of Jesus have lived with tension

Do I follow earthly leaders or do I follow God?

Most often it is not one or the other but both.

Fifteen years later the Apostle Paul wrote these instructions to the believers in Rome

Everyone must submit to governing authorities.  For all authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God.  So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished.  … Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government workers need to be paid. They are serving God in what they do. Give to everyone what you owe them: Pay your taxes and government fees to those who collect them, and give respect and honor to those who are in authority.  (Romans 13:1-7 NLT)

What does a believer do when the law of the land, the government, and the culture stand opposed to God’s mandates?
River – Represent culture/government/world system
Current is running strong away from God’s plan/purposes

Three options 
Get out of the river
Pick up your legs and go with the current

Stand in the river while the current pushes on you
Get out of the river
Randall Terry, the founder of Operation Rescue, called for Christians to become “intolerant zealots” when it comes to “baby killers, sodomites, condom-pushers and that pluralism nonsense.”

“I want you to let a wave of hatred wash over you. Yes, hate is good. . . . We have a biblical duty, we are called by God to conquer this country.”  Randall Terry
Pick up your feet and ride the current
Go along with the ever changing/evolving culture and government that continues to legalize and legitimize almost everything under the sun.
Push for everything LGBT
Push now for legalized narcotics – tax $
Legalize prostitution – tax $

Stand in the River – Stand firm

Followers of Jesus are commanded to stand in the current and fight against it.
Not to get out of the river – sequestered
Not picking up our feet and going with the flow

What does standing in the river look like?

We’ve gone through the Qplace ideas over the last couple of months

Recognize God at work in your friends and neighbors 
Pray

Ask questions

Accept

Listen

Remember when Jesus was confronted by the legal community about what the greatest commandment was?

Every Jewish person knew what the Greatest Commandment was

The lawyers were testing Jesus to see if He would hold to the “Party Line.”
Love God with all of your heart

Love your neighbor as yourself
The LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR was the part of Jesus’ answer that troubled them.

After Jesus had answered them Love your neighbor – they asked:  Who is my neighbor?
Getting out of the river isn’t loving your neighbor

Picking up your feet and going with the flow isn’t loving your neighbor – there’s a waterfall ahead
Standing in the river – standing against the current – that’s loving your neighbor
“I love you, I will protect you but I don’t agree with you.”
Paul wrote Roman believers – Everyone must submit to governing authorities.  For all authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God.  So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished.  
Very next line Paul wrote

Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God's law.  (Romans 13:8 NLT)

If you love your neighbor … you will fulfill the requirements of the law.

For the Apostles – loving their neighbor meant that they were going to continue to teach about Jesus

His life, death, burial, resurrection, and the coming judgment for every person.
They were not going to get out of the river; they were not going to go with the flow

They were going to stand in the river and proclaim Jesus and God’s plans and purposes.
I want to show you a short video to challenge your perspective on loving your neighbor.
Video – The Moral Circle
There comes a time in each of our lives when we must stand in the river.

Getting out of the river won’t cut it … it doesn’t fulfill God’s mission for you and me.

Going with the flow won’t cut it … that doesn’t fulfill God’s mission either.
Christians are “called to the hardest of all tasks: to fight without hatred, to resist without bitterness, and in the end, if God grant it so, to triumph without vindictiveness.” William Temple
With whom do you need to Obey God rather than man?

Who does God want you to, while you are in the river, love?
