Over the summer we are going to look at the events that occurred in the Persian city of Susa 2500 years ago.
The events are found in the ancient book of Esther

Esther is believed to have been written by Mordecai – Esther’ uncle/adopted father

Esther is an account of conspiracy, murder, passion, scandal, retribution, hatred, evil and good
The account has villains and heroes 

A couple of unique things about Esther
· There is no mention of God in the account

· Esther is the only book in the OT not referenced or quoted in the NT

· Jesus didn’t refer to the account of Esther or quote from it
· The Apostles didn’t mention or quote from it
· It is the only book in the Bible that the events take place entirely outside of the land of Israel
· The events recorded in Esther are recorded in Persian history

· Two well-known accounts

· The Persian accounts describe the events from a different angle

I’m going to do something different than normal

I’m not going to go through the book verse/paragraph/chapter by chapter

Esther is hard to break up, to teach, because of the different twists account takes
I’m going to skip around

I’m going to do my best to help you understand the events and the significance 
Every year for 2500 years the Jewish people around the world celebrate a festival called Feast of Purim
In 2017 Feast of Purim - March 11/12

Feast of Purim commemorates God’s deliverance of the Jewish people from the edict that the entire nation be exterminated
The book of Esther is the account of God’s deliverance

Backstory
For more than 1000 years the Jewish people went through regular seasons of turning their backs on God

God gave them directives of how they were to live with each other
How they were to live with their neighbors

What their attitude towards Him was to be

For a time, they would follow God’s directives

Then over time they would slowly begin to do their own thing

After a time – sometimes after years – of patience God would send them a warning

If you don’t begin to live the way that I’ve instructed you are going to have to spend time in timeout

I’m going to take away your video games and your iPhone

Often, they still didn’t listen so God would do the parenting thing … 1 – 2 - I’m SERIOUS – 3
700 years before Jesus God sent prophet after prophet to warn them

If you don’t … I will no longer protect you

Nations will overrun you, and you’ll be prisoners to foreign lands 

As God promised ---- 600 years before Jesus
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians attacked the region of Judah and the city of Jerusalem

The Temple destroyed
The walls of the city were burned and toppled

Thousands of the Jewish people taken as prisoners to Babylon

The time as prisoners and exiles in Babylon is what the books of Jeremiah and Daniel are about

After 70 years in “timeout,” the people began to pray that God would allow them to return

They used as the basis of their prayer promises that the prophet Jeremiah had spoken

Jeremiah spoke for God saying that there would be 70 years in “timeout.”
After the 70 years were up some of the Jewish people were permitted to return to Jerusalem

They began rebuilding the city and the Temple

The books of Nehemiah and Ezra tell of the return and what was happening.

Not too long after the return of the initial captives Cyrus the Great and the Persian army invaded/attacked and overthrew the Babylonians
When Cyrus the Great took control of the territory that he had conquered, he found people from different nations that were POW living at the state’s expense

The big question was – What do I do with all these foreigners?

One night when he couldn’t sleep, he had someone read to him

The person reading to him, read from the Scroll of the Jewish prophet Isaiah

As he was listening to the writings of Isaiah, the reader got to a place where 150 years before Isaiah had prophesied that Cyrus would be the ruler

This is what the LORD says to Cyrus, His anointed one, whose right hand He will empower. Before him, mighty kings will be paralyzed with fear. Their fortress gates will be opened, never to shut again. This is what the LORD says: "I will go before you, Cyrus, and level the mountains. I will smash down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron. And I will give you treasures hidden in the darkness—secret riches. I will do this so you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, the One who calls you by name. 

"And why have I called you for this work? Why did I call you by name when you did not know Me? It is for the sake of Jacob My servant, Israel My chosen one. I am the LORD; there is no other God. I have equipped you for battle, though you don't even know Me, so all the world from east to west will know there is no other God. I am the LORD, and there is no other.”  (Isaiah 45:1-6 NLT)

Cyrus hears his name – figures out the details and realizes that God wanted him to set the captives from

Cyrus decrees that the prisoners from all the nations could return to their homelands

History marches on:

Cyrus is followed by his son Cambyses
Cambyses is followed by Darius
During all this time, the Persian empire continues to expand
Darius is a man possessed with the desire to conquer the Greeks

He spends months consulting with his Generals, and eventually, a plan is made to attack the Greeks again
Preparation begins for the push to Greece
Before leaving Susa 

Just in case something happens to him he names Xerxes his successor

Darius leads the troops to battle
Battle of Marathon

Darius is defeated and dies 
Xerxes becomes the King of Persia

Here’s where the account of Esther begins

These events happened in the days of King Xerxes, who reigned over 127 provinces stretching from India to Ethiopia. At that time Xerxes ruled his empire from his royal throne at the fortress of Susa.  (Esther 1:1-2 NLT)

Xerxes was crowned King at the age of 36 in December 486 BC
Shortly after he became King, there were massive uprisings in Egypt and Babylon

Xerxes sent troops who crushed the revolts

During his 2nd year, he took the golden statue of the Babylonian god Marduk – had it melted down
The people in the province of Babylon no longer pledged allegiance to Xerxes

They rejected Xerxes
Xerxes rejected them
Xerxes titles were: King of Persia and Media, Great King, King of Kings, and King of Nations and King of the world
He would not take the title King of Babylon as previous kings had

He had 350 wives
He reigned an continually expanding kingdom of 127 provinces stretching from India to Ethiopia
His winter palace was in Susa located in modern day Iran
Map
Libya, Egypt, Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Syria, Bulgaria, Israel, Ethiopia, Jordan, Lebanon, 
At that time there was a Jewish man in the fortress of Susa whose name was Mordecai son of Jair. He was from the tribe of Benjamin and was a descendant of Kish and Shimei. His family had been among those who, with King Jehoiachin of Judah, had been exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. This man had a very beautiful and lovely young cousin, Hadassah, who was also called Esther. When her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her into his family and raised her as his own daughter.

(Esther 2:5-7 NLT)

Two prominent individuals introduced in the account

Mordecai

· There was nothing special about Mordecai

· Mordecai was an ordinary man

· Not wealthy

· From Israel – from the family of Benjamin

· His family were part of the POW taken in the first exile by Nebuchadnezzar

· His family ended up in Susa

· Because of the continual prejudice and hatred towards the Jewish people

· Mordecai kept his nationality secret

Susa, the city where these events take place is in modern day Iran

Susa was the winter palace of the Emperor 

The other individual is 
Esther

· Her family had also been taken as POW when Babylon conquered Judah/Jerusalem

· Esther was orphaned when her parents died 

· Her uncle Mordecai adopted her as his daughter

· Esther, like Mordecai, would not reveal that she was Jewish – fear of suffering

Esther was a minority woman, in hiding, in the city at the center of the Persian Empire. 

One of the truths that we are going to see in the events of Esther’s life: 
God uses ordinary people who are ready to obey

People listed/described in the history of the Jewish people

· Joseph – young man sold into slavery

· Moses – an orphan

· Deborah - homemaker

· David – youngest son, shepherd, red complexion 
· Bathsheba – soldier's wife
· Prophet Amos – shepherd and a fig farmer
· Ruth - widow
· Mary – middle school girl

· Joseph – carpenter 
· James – fisherman

· Matthew – Tax Collector 

· Young nameless boy with a lunch to feed a crowd
· A broken woman at a well who introduced her village to Jesus

· Lydia – seller of fabric
In the book of Acts that we looked at over the last 5 months

The religious leaders recognized Peter and John as “ordinary men” – everyday guys
· Abraham Lincoln – gangly rail splitter, backwoods attorney
One of the most famous pastors of his day (Billy Graham of his day) DL Moody – led to faith by a shoe salesman
· Mother Teresa - diminutive woman from a village in Albania 
· Billy Graham was a farm boy from the mountains of North Carolina

The reality that God uses of ordinary who are ready to obey is so prevalent that the Apostle Paul wrote this truth. 
This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God's weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength.  Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world's eyes or powerful or wealthy when God called you. Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And He chose things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important.  (1 Corinthians 1:25-28 NLT)

What we are going to see as we wind our way through the events in Susa:

God used an ordinary man and an ordinary woman who were ready to obey
“All of God’s people are ordinary people who have been made extraordinary by the purpose He has given them.”  Oswald Chambers

Ordinary people
Ordinary income

Ordinary talents

Ordinary intelligence

Ordinary families

Ordinary family troubles

Ordinary education

Ordinary jobs

Ordinary friends

Ordinary hassles and trials
Ordinary fears

Four of the most influential people, outside of our family, for Barbara and I are ordinary people
· Homemaker

· Shipping supervisor at a paper mill
· School administrator 

· Farmer

Barbara and my first ministry assignment was in a small farming town in E WA
Over the years they have had pastor after pastor 
The spiritual leaders in that small community for the last 40 years has been a farm couple 
Are you an ordinary person?

Ordinary 

Here’s the dictionary definition of ORDINARY

· With no special or distinctive features; normal.

Synonyms:  usual, normal, standard, typical, common, customary, habitual, everyday, regular, routine, day-to-day

Those are the kinds of people God uses – if they will obey Him
What does that mean for you?

God wants to use you …
The only reason God can’t use a person is disobedience

You become aware of something that the scriptures command or the HS prompts you

For whatever reason, you don’t obey – he can’t use you.

You become aware of something that the scriptures command or the HS prompts you
you obey – he’s using you and will continue to use you

God wants to use you …
Are you ready to obey?

