Esther – The Unseen Hand of God

Esther 1:1-11

How’s your self-control?

Over the summer we are going to look at the events that occurred in the Persian city of Susa 2500 years ago.

The events are found in the ancient book of Esther

Esther is believed to have been written by Mordecai – Esther’ uncle/adopted father

A few unique things about Esther

· There is no mention of God in the account

· Esther is the only book in the OT not referenced or quoted in the NT

· Jesus didn’t refer to the account of Esther or quote from it

· The Apostles didn’t mention or quote from it

· It is the only book in the Bible that the events take place entirely outside of the land of Israel
· Esther has more Persian words than any of the other books of this time period – Ezra, Nehemiah, prophets
· The events recorded in Esther are recorded in Persian history

· Two well-known accounts – that describe the events from a little different angle

I’m going to do something different than normal

I’m not going to go through the book verse/paragraph/chapter by chapter

Esther is hard to break up, to teach, because of the different twists account takes

I’m going to skip around – unravel the story – draw out some lessons
These events happened in the days of King Xerxes, who reigned over 127 provinces stretching from India to Ethiopia. At that time Xerxes ruled his empire from his royal throne at the fortress of Susa. In the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all his nobles and officials. He invited all the military officers of Persia and Media as well as the princes and nobles of the provinces. (Esther 1:1-3 NLT)

Xerxes became King following the death of his father Darius

Though the Persian Empire was continually expanding it was facing pressure on the front with Greece, in Babylon and in Egypt 
The Empire stretched from India to Ethiopia – Modern day Pakistan to Sudan
Xerxes became King when he was 36 – November 486 BC
The year “These events happened” – 483 BC – the Third year of his reign
He had 350 wives

Mordecai doesn’t tell us the details of the banquet
(BE Committed) The Greek historian Herodotus (485-425 BC) refers to these banquets in his History

Conferring with his nobles and military leaders about the future invasion of Greece
His father Darius had invaded with soldiers and the navy and we defeated at the Battle of Marathon

 (NIVEst) Herodotus records Xerxes as saying to his assembled nobles, during the very banquet described in Esther:

For this cause I have now summoned you together, that I may impart to you my purpose. It is my intent to bridge the Hellespont and lead my army through Europe to Hellas [Greece], that I may punish the Athenians for what they have done to the Persians and to my father. You saw that Darius my father was minded to make an expedition against these men. But he is dead, and it was not granted him to punish them; and I, on his and all the Persians’ behalf, will never rest till I have taken and burnt Athens. . . .

As for you, this is how you shall best please me: when I declare the time for your coming, everyone of you must appear, and with a good will; and whosoever comes with his army best equipped shall receive from me such gifts as are reckoned most precious among us.

The celebration lasted 180 days—a tremendous display of the opulent wealth of his empire and the pomp and splendor of his majesty.  (Esther 1:4 NLT)

This was not a party with everyone present at the same time for 180 days
This would have left his empire compromised – greatly weakened and in disorder – For ½ a year
In waves – he invited nobles and officials, military officers of the Empire
Military officers and princes and nobles of the 127 provinces

We don’t know how the party played out

Show of his wealth and power

Possibly to demonstrate his ability to finance the invasion of Greece and reward the victorious officers
100 years from this time when Alexander the Great enters Susa he (NIVEst) found 40,000 talents of gold and silver bullion (1,200 tons) and 9,000 talents of minted gold coins (270 tons), which had been accumulated by the Persian kings.

Like the recent celebrations in N. Korea/Russia – troops, meals, banquets, state dinners

Show of wealth and splendor
When the parade of officials and military officers was over – 180 days

He held another banquet

When it was all over, the king gave a banquet for all the people, from the greatest to the least, who were in the fortress of Susa. It lasted for seven days and was held in the courtyard of the palace garden. The courtyard was beautifully decorated with white cotton curtains and blue hangings, which were fastened with white linen cords and purple ribbons to silver rings embedded in marble pillars. Gold and silver couches stood on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and other costly stones.  (Esther 1:5-6 NLT)

This banquet was for the wealthy and powerful as well as the commoners of Susa
This banquet lasted for just 7 days

It was held in the courtyard of the palace garden
Some scholars believe that the gardens are actually the Hanging Gardens of Babylon – one of the 7 Wonders of the world.  Their exact location has never been determined
Whether these were the Hanging Gardens or not – they must have been something
Courtyard decorated with curtains tied to marble pillars
Gold and silver couches on a mosaic floor
Taj Mahal 

St. Peters Basilica
This was a show of the Kings splendor to the people of the city  

Drinks were served in gold goblets of many designs, and there was an abundance of royal wine, reflecting the king’s generosity. By edict of the king, no limits were placed on the drinking, for the king had instructed all his palace officials to serve each man as much as he wanted.  (Esther 1:7-8 NLT)

Assorted goblets

Filled with wine

“reflecting the king’s generosity”

Serve them as much as they want!
At the same time, Queen Vashti gave a banquet for the women in the royal palace of King Xerxes. (Esther 1:9 NLT)

This is the 3rd banquet

While Xerxes was entertaining the men of the city

Vashti was entertaining a crowd of women

Josephus says that this banquet had 400 women in attendance
On the seventh day of the feast, when King Xerxes was in high spirits because of the wine, he told the seven eunuchs who attended him … to bring Queen Vashti to him with the royal crown on her head. He wanted the nobles and all the other men to gaze on her beauty, for she was a very beautiful woman. (Esther 1:10-11 NLT)

When the King was drunk … “high in spirits” –  could be translated – when the wine had gone to his head
(BE Committed) Japanese proverb warns, “First the man takes a drink, then the drink takes a drink, and then the drink takes the man.”

Here’s Xerxes situation

So far – banquet with all of his military leaders/officials
Showing off his:
Opulence

Glory

Wealth

Power 

Riches – gardens, gold goblets, marble and mother of pearl floors

Wine --- lots and lots of wine

Now to top it all off – He send his seven eunuchs to get his wife Queen Vashti
With the royal crown on her head

He wanted the nobles and men to gaze her beauty
For she was very beautiful

Vashti was the great-granddaughter of King Nebuchadnezzar II of Babylon, 
Daughter of King Belshazzar
While Belshazzar was King – Mede and Persian raiders attacked and murdered Belshazzar at night
Vashti, not knowing that her father had been murdered, ran to her father's quarters and was kidnapped by King Darius of Persia
Darius gave Vashti to his son as a wife – Xerxes

Now Xerxes wants her to come a parade her beauty for all the people of Susa to see
But when they conveyed the king’s order to Queen Vashti, she refused to come. This made the king furious, and he burned with anger.  (Esther 1:12 NLT)

Xerxes was at the TOP OF HIS EMPIRE but at the BOTTOM OF HIS SELF-CONTROL
Xerxes controlled:
Nobles, 
princes, 
army officers, 
rulers of the provinces

How much food and wine was served

He said come and the guests came from far and wide
The King could control everything but himself

Let me talk for a few minutes about Self-control

Solomon spent his life observing people

Rich

Powerful

Various nations

Hundreds of years before this Solomon had written his sons:
“He will die for lack of self-control; he will be lost because of his great foolishness.” Proverbs 5:23 (NLT)
“Better to be patient than powerful; better to have self-control than to conquer a city.” Proverbs 16:32 (NLT)

“A person without self-control is like a city with broken-down walls.” Proverbs 25:28 (NLT)

The only protection a city had was it’s walls

If they were broken down the city was ripe for invasion

A man or a woman without self-control is ripe for invasion

In some way the only thing that Xerxes was missing was self-control
I always think of self-control – in English – as a play on words

Either a person controls “self” or “self” controls the person

The concept of self-control is that there is a war/battle 
My “self” wants certain things that it shouldn't have – those things produce death

My “self” wants things that should be controlled and not surrendered to

Two dogs in you
The dog that wins is the dog you feed.

Self-control is feeding the dog you want to win. 
Self control means doing what you SHOULD do rather than what you WANT to do. Unknown 

In Xerxes case he was not controlling “self”
“Self” was controlling him.

His final request that Vashti come and show off her beauty reminds me of John the Baptist and Herod and (NLT) Herodias  and her daughter dancing at another party 
The Apostle Paul had been arrested for preaching the message of Jesus’ life, death, burial, resurrection and new life that comes to a person who surrenders control of their life to Jesus
Paul was brought before Felix who was the Governor of Jerusalem at the time
Paul gives a defense of his actions to Felix
Felix commands that he be held but allowed to have people come and go – visit him

A few days later this is what happens

A few days later Felix came back with his wife, Drusilla, who was Jewish. Sending for Paul, they listened as he told them about faith in Christ Jesus. As he reasoned with them about righteousness and self-control and the coming day of judgment, Felix became frightened. “Go away for now,” he replied. “When it is more convenient, I’ll call for you again.”  (Acts 24:24-25 NLT)

John Maxwell writes: “In reading about the lives of great people, I found that the first victory they won 

was over themselves.”

Haven’t we either said or heard: HE’S HIS OWN WORST ENEMY
Winning the victory over ourselves is exactly what the HS desires to do …


The Apostle Paul wrote:

OUT OF ORDER SLIDE
The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)

Control – “Grip”

The HS wants to work in our lives in such a way that we regularly “grip” – self – “Self-Grip”
How’s your “Self-Grip?”

In another place Paul writes

“I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.”  1 Corinthians 9:27 (NLT)

I discipline

I control – I self-control

I got my body … 
What kind of a grade would you give yourself?
How often do YOU control SELF?
How often does SELF control YOU?
How often do you say NO to SELF?

How often does SELF say no to YOU?

