Esther – The Unseen Hand of God

Esther 1:10-22

Who are your advisors?

Over the summer we are looking events that occurred in the Persian city of Susa 2500 years ago.

The events are recorded in the ancient book of Esther

Esther is believed to have been written by Mordecai – Esther’ uncle/adopted father

A few unique things about Esther

· There is no mention of God in the account

· Esther is the only book in the OT not referenced or quoted in the NT

· Jesus didn’t refer to the account of Esther or quote from it

· The Apostles didn’t mention or quote from it

· It is the only book in the Bible that the events take place entirely outside of the land of Israel

· Esther has more Persian words than any of the other books of this time – Ezra, Nehemiah, prophets

The events are also recorded in ancient Persian history

Two well-known accounts – that describe the events from a little different angle

Up to speed

Xerxes became the King of the Persian Empire after the death of his father, Darius

In the 3rd year of his reign, he held a six month long running banquet with his military leaders, princes, leaders from the provinces and noblemen to garnish support for a military campaign to Greece

At the end of the six months, he held a 7-day banquet for the men of the city of Susa

While the men were celebrating – possibly a successful campaign to support attacking Greece

The women – 400 of them – were celebrating with Queen Vashti in her portion of the palace

The men ate all they wanted and drank all they wanted

The King showed off all his wealth and splendor

On the 7th day of the feast, Xerxes did the unthinkable.  

Let’s pick up the story there …
On the seventh day of the feast, when King Xerxes was in high spirits because of the wine, he told the seven eunuchs who attended him … to bring Queen Vashti to him with the royal crown on her head. He wanted the nobles and all the other men to gaze on her beauty, for she was a very beautiful woman. But when they conveyed the king’s order to Queen Vashti, she refused to come. This made the king furious, and he burned with anger. 

Xerxes is turned upside down with anger

He cannot believe that Vashti won’t show off her beauty and body to him and the rest of the men at the banquet

He immediately consulted with his wise advisers, who knew all the Persian laws and customs, for he always asked their advice. The names of these men were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan—seven nobles of Persia and Media. They met with the king regularly and held the highest positions in the empire. 

These seven men held the highest posts in the empire

They were the most influential men in the Empire

As counselors, advisors, courtiers of the King

They were understood to be the most experienced, wisest, and often men with unique insight

In the ancient Near East, counselors could read omens, practice divination 

Think of the counselors to the Pharaoh in Egypt who matched the miraculous acts of Moses

· Moses threw down his staff …
· Turn water into blood

· Dust into gnats

The primary duty of the King’s counselors was to give advice that would enable him to retain his position, power, and prestige
A wise counselor or a foolish counselor could make or unmake a King

Down through history empires have risen and collapsed based on the counsel of advisors

He consults his seven counselors

“What must be done to Queen Vashti?” the king demanded. “What penalty does the law provide for a queen who refuses to obey the king’s orders, properly sent through his eunuchs?” 

What follows is craziness.

The counselors don’t know of any LAW regarding what happens when a queen doesn’t obey the king.

They “put their heads together” and make something up!

Two Cows

Shortly after I graduated from HS, I was at a friend’s house who had cows

I had never been around cows – from the city

The cows were out, so we had to chase them down and get them back in the fence

After about 30 minutes of chasing these cows - Tom looked at me and asked:  Do you know what is dumber than a cow?

You know what was dumber than one counselor to Xerxes?  7 of them

Memucan answered the king and his nobles, “Queen Vashti has wronged not only the king but also every noble and citizen throughout your empire.  Women everywhere will begin to despise their husbands when they learn that Queen Vashti has refused to appear before the king.  Before this day is out, the wives of all the king’s nobles throughout Persia and Media will hear what the queen did and will start treating their husbands the same way.  There will be no end to their contempt and anger. 

The actions of one woman not appearing to display her beauty and body to the men of the city was going to create civil unrest from India to Ethiopia.

If you let Vashti get away with this stunt

All the wives in the kingdom will start treating their husbands the same way

There will be no end to their contempt and anger!
“So if it please the king, we suggest that you issue a written decree, a law of the Persians and Medes that cannot be revoked. It should order that Queen Vashti be forever banished from the presence of King Xerxes, and that the king should choose another queen more worthy than she. 

Memucan is saying – I don’t care if it pleases the king but this would please me/us!
Here’s the rest of his thinking.

When this decree is published throughout the king’s vast empire, husbands everywhere, whatever their rank, will receive proper respect from their wives!” 

Like that is going to happen …
If the King ONLY banishes Vashti, all the wives will give their husbands the proper respect

Can’t you hear the squabble between Memucan and his wife

She wants him to take out the trash or pick up his underwear after a shower

She nags him about being a slob

So, what does Memucan do:  Don’t you forget about what happened to Vashti!
Mrs. Memucan – “I don’t care about Vashti – you take out the trash, and if you don’t I’ll give you a Vashti!”
Here’s the best line of this part of the account!

The king and his nobles thought this made good sense, so he followed Memucan’s counsel. He sent letters to all parts of the empire, to each province in its own script and language, proclaiming that every man should be the ruler of his own home and should say whatever he pleases.  (Esther 1:10-22 NLT)

The last line describes what Memucan and his cohort wants

“That every man should be ruler of his own home and should say whatever he pleases!!!!!”
Who’s your advisor?
Centuries later, if I could rewrite or orchestrate differently the events that occurred in 483 BC in Susa

One of the first things I would have done was GET SOME DIFFERENT COUNSELORS!

Bad Advice - Pictures

The Scriptures often compare a wise person and a foolish person

The wise person is someone who utilizes the knowledge that they and others have, combine it with the application of moral truth, and take responsibility for the outcome.  

A foolish person is someone who ignores the knowledge that they and others have, give no value to moral truth, and blames others including God for the outcome.

Counsel is invaluable when it comes from a wise person.  

When counsel is given by someone who is foolish, it is useless.  

This applies to financial advice, parenting, relationships, education, medical

It doesn’t matter what area – advice is priceless if it is wise advice

If it’s foolish or nonsense – it’s worthless

Nearly 500 years before this King Solomon collected sayings about how life worked

Proverbs – Pithy statements that described life

Pride leads to conflict; those who take advice are wise.  (Proverbs 13:10 NLT)

Those who take advice are wise – if they take advice from wise people!

Without wise leadership, a nation falls; there is safety in having many advisers.  (Proverbs 11:14 NLT)

There is safety in having many advisers – if they are wise advisers!

Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.  (Proverbs 15:22 NIV)

Plans succeed with many advisers – If they are wise advisers!

Plans are established by counsel; by wise guidance wage war.  (Proverbs 20:18 ESV)

Counsel establishes plans – if it is wise counsel!

Don’t go to war without wise guidance; victory depends on having many advisers.  (Proverbs 24:6 NLT)

Victory depends on having many advisers – if they are wise advisers!

Do you think that Solomon’s sons listened to his advice?
NO – NOT A CHANCE!
When Solomon died his son, Rehoboam became King 

One of Solomon’s advisor’s son Jeroboam had influence with the people of Israel

Jeroboam went to Rehoboam, on behalf of the Jewish people

“Your father Solomon was a hard master … Lighten the demands and the taxes that he imposed on us and we’ll be your faithful servants!  We’ll follow you wherever you lead.”

Rehoboam responded – “Give me three days and I’ll give you an answer.”

Then King Rehoboam discussed the matter with the older men who had counseled his father, Solomon. “What is your advice?” he asked. “How should I answer these people?” The older counselors replied, “If you are willing to be a servant to these people today and give them a favorable answer, they will always be your loyal subjects.” 
But Rehoboam rejected the advice of the older men and instead asked the opinion of the young men who had grown up with him and were now his advisers. “What is your advice?” he asked them. “How should I answer these people who want me to lighten the burdens imposed by my father?” 

I titled today’s talk - Who are your advisors?
Some of the most important decisions in life hinge on who is giving you advice.
Who has your ear?

Who are you listening to?

The young men replied, “This is what you should tell those complainers who want a lighter burden: ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s waist! Yes, my father laid heavy burdens on you, but I’m going to make them even heavier! My father beat you with whips, but I will beat you with scorpions!’” (1 Kings 12:1-16 NLT)

Here’s something to remember:

Good advice is often annoying - bad advice never is.  French Proverb

Listening to advice from a fool is rarely productive.  

Heeding advice from a wise person has value beyond description.  

20 years old – my Dad – “You don’t have to do what I advise you to do, but you should at least listen.”
Here are three ways that people handle advice
1. Listen to bad advice – Foolish

2. Not listen to advice – Arrogant and almost as stupid as listening to bad advice

3. Listen to wise advice
These seven advisers had special access to the King

They had the King’s ear. 

The turmoil that starts the rest of the mess recorded in Esther is the result of poor advice given to Xerxes

· Who has your ear? 

· Why? Why are you listening to them?

· Are they wise?  

· What if you’ve given them your ear and they're giving you bad advice? 

· What’s the end run of the advice that they are giving you?

· If you do what they suggest will it turn out well?

· If I listen to that advice, what story will I end up telling? 

· If they are wise, pay attention carefully.  

· If they aren’t wise, RUN!
