Esther – The Unseen Hand of God

Esther 2:11-20
Over the summer we are looking events that occurred in the Persian city of Susa 2500 years ago.

The events were recorded in the ancient book of Esther

The events were also recorded in ancient Persian history

Up to speed

Xerxes became the King of the Persian Empire after the death of his father, Darius

In the 3rd year of his reign, he held a six month long running banquet with his military leaders, princes, leaders from the provinces and noblemen to garnish support for a military campaign to Greece

At the end of the six months, he held a 7-day banquet for the men of the city of Susa

While the men were celebrating – possibly a successful campaign to support attacking Greece

The women were celebrating with Queen Vashti in her portion of the palace

The men ate all they wanted and drank all they wanted

The King showed off all his wealth and splendor

On the 7th day of the feast, Xerxes did the unthinkable.  

He directs his assistants to take orders to Queen Vashti

She is to come to the banquet of the men wearing her crown

She is to show off her beauty and her body for the men.

Vashti refuses the Kings directive.

Xerxes is beside himself with fury

He calls his advisors together, and they tell him that he should banish the Queen.

Xerxes thinks this is a good idea and banishes Vashti forever

Shortly after banishing Vashti from the empire Xerxes, his army and navy attack Greece 

Following a brief victory at Thermopylae 

His navy is defeated at Salamis, and his ground troops are routed at Plataea 

After three long years of combat he Xerxes returns to Susa

He is a man with many wives but without a Queen

His cabinet advise him to search the empire for the most beautiful young virgins

They were brought to the palace in Susa

During the extensive search for beauties, Esther is discovered 

She was beautiful in every way

Esther was taken to the palace by the eunuchs who served as Xerxes private aides

Quickly Esther caught the eye of Hegai – the eunuch put in charge of the group of young ladies

Hegai takes Esther under his wing and gives her an apartment of her own 

He hand picks seven women to serve Esther

Hegai begins the process of preparing Esther to spend a night with the most powerful man in the world

“The Great King of All Peoples”
Pray 
Jump into the story
Esther had not told anyone of her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had directed her not to do so. Every day Mordecai would take a walk near the courtyard of the harem to find out about Esther and what was happening to her.

Before each young woman was taken to the king’s bed, she was given the prescribed twelve months of beauty treatments—six months with oil of myrrh, followed by six months with special perfumes and ointments. When it was time for her to go to the king’s palace, she was given her choice of whatever clothing or jewelry she wanted to take from the harem. That evening she was taken to the king’s private rooms, and the next morning she was brought to the second harem, where the king’s wives lived. There she would be under the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch in charge of the concubines. She would never go to the king again unless he had especially enjoyed her and requested her by name.
Esther was the daughter of Abihail, who was Mordecai’s uncle. (Mordecai had adopted his younger cousin Esther.) When it was Esther’s turn to go to the king, she accepted the advice of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the harem. She asked for nothing except what he suggested, and she was admired by everyone who saw her.
Esther was taken to King Xerxes at the royal palace in early winter of the seventh year of his reign. And the king loved Esther more than any of the other young women. He was so delighted with her that he set the royal crown on her head and declared her queen instead of Vashti. To celebrate the occasion, he gave a great banquet in Esther’s honor for all his nobles and officials, declaring a public holiday for the provinces and giving generous gifts to everyone.
Even after all the young women had been transferred to the second harem and Mordecai had become a palace official, Esther continued to keep her family background and nationality a secret. She was still following Mordecai’s directions, just as she did when she lived in his home.  Esther 2:11-20 (NLT)

Esther was an orphan Jewish girl (probably a teenager but 20 at the oldest) living in Susa

3rd or 4th generation of exiles – taken to Babylon and then Persia 

She was Jewish by birth and Jewish in her way of life
Following the instruction of Mordecai, she continued to hide her heritage out of fear of persecution

Concern for personal safety 

It is evident from the account that there was an undercurrent of anti-Semitism in ancient Persia.
Esther had been living an average life – when her world was turned upside down.
God had something else in the works
“God is preparing His heroes, and when the opportunity comes, He can fit them into their places in a moment, and the world will wonder where they came from.”  A. B. Simpson, founder of the Christian and Missionary Alliance

How often are you and I going through everyday life not comprehending that God is doing something
We don’t see it; we don’t feel it, we don’t perceive it

We are unaware
Every Prime Minister and President had a mother who chased them around the house and who changed 100’s of poopy diapers
Do you think that thier mother was aware of what God was going to do?
Every discoverer: Eli Whitney, Thomas Edison, Louise Pasteur, Albert Einstein, Abraham Lincoln, Mother Teresa and Billy Graham had teachers who endured the task of instructing them not knowing how they would impact the world
JHS – Addition/Remodel, painting, electrical
HS – Work for my BB coach helping build a house, painting
Controlled burns – chainsaw – leading a fire crew
YP – Ranch hand, drive tractors, bulldozers, work cattle, painting
All of those jobs/tasks we’re just work - Making $
Learned how to work

Made money to pay the bills

I have used everything I learned in those jobs over the years
Countless times I’ve looked over my shoulder and connected the dots from those years to where God had me and what I was doing

Back to Esther
Esther is taken by the officials of the King to the palace because of her beauty and her body 

They don’t know her – she does t know them
They don’t know anything about her capabilities

They only see her beauty and her body.

Sometime in the months ahead she would be escorted into the bed chamber of the most powerful man in the most powerful empire in the world

Life was not happening to her in some arbitrary sequence
God, the Manager, was calling the plays

What was happening to her was not by chance

God could see what was coming and was placing people right where He needed them to accomplish his purposes  

Esther and the rest of the young women we’re kept in exclusion in the palace with three layers of protection
One of the levels of eunuchs was charged with settling quarrels among the candidates
Another level was keeping outsiders away
Josephus reported that there were 400 young women of the most exquisite beauty and bodies

In today’s terms, this would amount to Miss USA, Miss World, Miss Universe, Victoria Secret models, and Sports Illustrated swimsuit models all competing to become Queen. 

We know from Persian and Grecian writings 
Every day the women were pampered, massaged, trained and retrained 
Each of them spent an entire year in preparation to meet the King of the greatest empire that the world had ever known

While in the palace they were given beauty treatments, schooled in charm and educated in erotica 

The women were expected to entertain the king in various ways throughout the night
Over the twelve months, they were taught dance, musical instruments, and singing 
The emphasis of every day was upon each woman becoming a woman of greater physical beauty.
Every trick and beauty treatment used for centuries in the empires of the world were applied
The twelve-month beauty treatment and training in seduction hints at the decadence of the Persian court
Training in the customs of the King’s Court

Maybe she said to herself: (NIVEst) “What’s a nice Jewish girl like you doing in a place like this, Esther?”
Imagine trying to keep/maintain spiritual and emotional stability in this environment 
I wonder how many times she wondered:

· Where was God?
· Had God forgotten about her?

· Why was he doing this?

· Why was she put in this position to spend one night with the King?

· Why?

Xerxes was a pagan King
What was happening to her and the expectations placed on her went directly against the commands of God on multiple levels
What was she doing in the palace of a pagan king who had hundreds of wives?
How will she face the strange practices of a man she doesn’t know, a complete stranger, and a pagan?

Day after day she waited or dreaded being chosen to spend a night, one night, with the King

Spending ONE night with the King of Persia was NOT what she had spent hours as a young woman dreaming about.
Day after day waiting for her number to come up
For each of the young women taken in to spend their night with the King, there were three possible outcomes
· If somehow, she pleases the King she could be summoned back And ultimately become Queen.
· If she got pregnant during that night together, she would have a special place – not necessarily as Queen button not part of the women not chosen
· (NIVEst) Children conceived by the king in these unions were raised to serve their father in high positions, but they were not legitimate heirs to the throne.
· If she failed to please the King or get pregnant, she would take up residence with all of the other beauty contestants who had failed to “please” the King. 

Finally, the night arrives for her to be escorted to the king’s room

She is going to meet the man that she had heard all kinds of rumors about

Her sole purpose was to ’please’ the King
Trust
Serving Jesus is about trust

If my trust is connected to what I can see - my trust is at one level
Trust takes on a completely different reality when I can’t see

Trust is accepting what God sends into your life whether you understand it or not. Tim Keller
Life isn’t always that neat and tidy. There comes a day when we find ourselves in a situation where right and wrong are not so clearly defined and every choice we have seems to be a troubling mixture of good and bad. We pray, believing that God indeed will give us wisdom and the strength to do the “right” thing. We search the Bible with open hearts, looking for “God’s will” in a situation that perhaps the Bible does not directly address. While we are doing this, the situation continues to develop and either by deliberate action or by default we have to make decisions, ready or not.  (NIVEst)
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,

and do not rely on your own understanding;

think about Him in all your ways,

and He will guide you on the right paths.
Proverbs 3:5-6 (HCSB)
Trust Him to direct the circumstances around you
Trust Him to direct the very surroundings that you perhaps are using as an excuse for not being the person God intends for you to be.
Transfer trust to Jesus

“I can’t trust so and so, but I can trust Jesus in the midst of what’s happening.”

God wants to use your trust of Him in the harem, in the palace, in the crowd and in the individual moments to reveal His ability, wisdom, and power
God is faithful.

God is continually at work

We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 (Jesus Bible)
Whether you see Him or not, He is at work in your life this very moment. God specializes in turning the mundane into the meaningful. Chuck Swindoll

Every one of us has, at one time or another, faced something or had something come our way, or happen to us 
Maybe you are currently up against something
How do you respond?

What does trust look like?

