Esther – The Unseen Hand of God

Esther 3:13 – 4:17

Over the summer, we are looking events that occurred in the Persian city of Susa 2500 years ago.

Events recorded in the ancient book of Esther

The events were also recorded in ancient Persian history and by 1st-century historian Josephus 

Up to speed

Xerxes became the King of the Persian Empire after the death of his father, Darius

Xerxes banished his wife Vashti from the Empire because she would not show off her beauty and body 

Esther – became Queen after a beauty pageant and spending a night with the King 

Her cousin/adopted father, Mordecai, was given a position in the government

Two of Xerxes supposed “trusted servants” became angry about Mordecai’s appointment

They conceived a plot to assassinate Xerxes

Mordecai heard about the plot

He passed the assassination plot onto his daughter – Queen Esther who told the King.  

The plot was investigated and found to be true

The two traitors were executed
The events were recorded in the daily log of the events of the King

At this point, no one knew that Esther and Mordecai were Jewish

The Jew, who had been living for decades in exile first under Babylonian rule and now Persian rule, were constantly under a cloud of possible of persecution 

There was a serious undercurrent of antisemitism in the Persian Empire 

The Jewish people held positions of economic power

1000 or more in the city of Susa alone

Sometime later - Xerxes promoted one of his advisors, Haman, to the position of viceroy.

By command of Xerxes, everywhere that Haman went people were to bow down to Haman in greeting and paying homage 

Mordecai, the Jewish father of Queen Esther would not bow down and pay homage to Haman

Haman was told about Mordecai’s refusal to pay homage and that he was a Jew

Haman and his ancestors were sworn enemies of the Jews

Haman determined that Mordecai had to be removed from his position and that the entire Jewish contingency in the Empire needed to be eradicated
Haman entreated King Xerxes to sign into law the eradication of the Jewish people in the Empire. 
Xerxes gave complete control of the edict to Haman

Let’s pick up with Mordecai’s account

Dispatches were sent by swift messengers into all the provinces of the empire, giving the order that all Jews—young and old, including women and children—must be killed, slaughtered, and annihilated on a single day. This was scheduled to happen on March 7 of the next year. The property of the Jews would be given to those who killed them. 
A copy of this decree was to be issued as law in every province and proclaimed to all peoples, so that they would be ready to do their duty on the appointed day. At the king’s command, the decree went out by swift messengers, and it was also proclaimed in the fortress of Susa. Then the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa fell into confusion.  (Esther 3:13-15 NLT)

When Mordecai learned about all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on burlap and ashes, and went out into the city, crying with a loud and bitter wail. He went as far as the gate of the palace, for no one was allowed to enter the palace gate while wearing clothes of mourning. 

And as news of the king’s decree reached all the provinces, there was great mourning among the Jews. They fasted, wept, and wailed, and many people lay in burlap and ashes. 

When Queen Esther’s maids and eunuchs came and told her about Mordecai, she was deeply distressed. She sent clothing to him to replace the burlap, but he refused it. Then Esther sent for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs who had been appointed as her attendant. She ordered him to go to Mordecai and find out what was troubling him and why he was in mourning. So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the square in front of the palace gate. 

Mordecai told him the whole story, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. Mordecai gave Hathach a copy of the decree issued in Susa that called for the death of all Jews. He asked Hathach to show it to Esther and explain the situation to her. He also asked Hathach to direct her to go to the king to beg for mercy and plead for her people. So Hathach returned to Esther with Mordecai’s message. 

Then Esther told Hathach to go back and relay this message to Mordecai: “All the king’s officials and even the people in the provinces know that anyone who appears before the king in his inner court without being invited is doomed to die unless the king holds out his gold scepter. And the king has not called for me to come to him for thirty days.” So Hathach gave Esther’s message to Mordecai. 

Mordecai sent this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for a moment that because you’re in the palace you will escape when all other Jews are killed. If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” 

Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go and gather together all the Jews of Susa and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will do the same. And then, though it is against the law, I will go in to see the king. If I must die, I must die.” So Mordecai went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.  (Esther 4:1-17 NLT)

In these verses is the most famous line from the account of Esther in Susa
4:14 – “Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?”
That line has been quoted by kings, queens, PMs, presidents, and generals 
God has often put a task on one person – called an individual to a work 
Moses – Joshua – David – Ruth – Deborah – Samuel – Elijah – Elisha – Mary - Joseph
Here are some verses about God looking for one person. 
“The eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”  (2 Chronicles 16:9 NIV)
The LORD looked and was displeased that there was no justice. He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene . . .  (Isaiah 59:15-16 NIV)

"Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around and consider, search through her squares. If you can find but one person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, I will forgive this city.”  (Jeremiah 5:1 NIV)

"I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found no one.”  (Ezekiel 22:30 NIV)

Reality of history – God uses people to accomplish history

There is very little in history that God has accomplished that doesn’t include people

Mordecai heard news of the edict 
He responded in keeping with the traditional Jewish form of repentance and grieving

Sackcloth – burlap

Weeping

Ashes

It was reported to Esther that Mordecai was in mourning
Mordecai sent a copy of the edict for Esther to see and have explained to her
· Esther initially thought of the danger

· Thought of her own life

· Thought of the consequences of approaching the King without his invitation

· Thought of the fact that her nationality would now become public knowledge

“I can’t go in and see the King.  I’ve not been invited.  I have been invited in a month.”

Hathach reported back to Mordecai, and he responded with the famous line.                                                                             
Mordecai challenged Esther – “Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?”
“This is your hour.  Stand! Speak! Die! But whatever you do, Don’t be silent.”  Chuck Swindoll

Esther takes Mordecai’s words seriously and puts a plan into action. 

“An enemy forces a reassessment of priorities … The moment Haman surfaced, Esther began to move from being a beauty queen to becoming a Jewish saint, from being an empty-headed sex symbol to being a passionate intercessor, from the busy-indolent life in the harem to the high-risk venture of speaking for and identifying with God’s people.”  Eugene Peterson – Five Smooth Stones for Pastoral Work

As we’ll see in the weeks ahead, Esther risks her life to save her people. 
I want to point out something else from Mordecai’s account 
When Mordecai learned about all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on burlap and ashes, and went out into the city, crying with a loud and bitter wail. He went as far as the gate of the palace, for no one was allowed to enter the palace gate while wearing clothes of mourning. 

During Mordecai’s time of mourning and prayer, he concluded that God had put Esther in the palace to orchestrate the deliverance of the Jews
Mordecai’s actions took courage, wisdom, prudence, perseverance, and skill

Mordecai was relentless in advising Esther about her responsibilities
At the same time, he was completely relaxed considering her possible failure due to fear. 
4:14 – “If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other place.”
Mordecai saw through the circumstances and devised and advised a plan yet had complete faith that God would accomplish the deliverance of the Jews. 
If deliverance didn’t happen through Esther – deliverance would still happen

Mordecai had the same conviction that the Three Hebrew Children had when facing the fiery furnace
“If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.” Daniel 3:17-18 (NLT)

Mordecai is direct - “Don’t think that just because you are the Queen that you will escape!”

But he doesn’t come up with a contingency plan 

He was not reduced to trusting or depending on her for the outcome. 
He seemed to be calm and persuaded that God would rescue them. 
· If God didn’t rescue them, then God must have a reason

· God must have something else that He was going to do

Have you been in that situation? 

Trusting in how you think God will solve a situation rather than trusting in God
· Believing God is going to use doctors and medicine
· Believing God is going to use your job

· Your parents $
· Your bosses influence
· Your connections

· The next sale

· When you graduate

· Marriage would rescue you

It is interesting how often the response of people who confront a major problem is to look for the solution that involves the lowest level of commitment or personal sacrifice/work.
· Doc – Can’t you just give me a pill!

· Start a “Go Fund Me” page

· Couldn’t pay mortgage --- I can’t get rid of my cable TV. 

· Living with their kids in their car --- I will not part with my dogs. 

· Lottery Ticket solution to finances. 
· Go to a marriage counselor enough times to get my spouse off my back. 
Mordecai perceived in his mind’s eye/his spirit that God could use Esther
But if not … He was still going to trust

Mordecai is convinced that God has a plan
AW Tozer taught that the principle/truth of God always working to fulfill his purposes is like a giant ocean liner leaving BY headed for Liverpool, England. People are free to roam around the ship as they please but can do nothing to change the destination of the ship. 

God is never in a rush. 

He knows the beginning from the end. 

God has a plan.

Just because God is never in a rush --- He knows the beginning from the end --- He has a plan

It doesn’t mean that there is no response necessary on our part

“God helps those who help themselves.”  

Not found in the scripture

500 years before Jesus – Sophocles

My dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.  (Philippians 2:12-13 NIV)

What’s our response? 
Like Esther – Do my part

Like Mordecai – Trust 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.  Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take.” Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 
