Esther – The Unseen Hand of God

Resentment

Esther 5
Over the summer, we are looking events that occurred in the Persian city of Susa during the 5th century BC.

Events are recorded in the ancient book of Esther and in ancient Persian history and by 1st-century historian Josephus 

Up to speed

Xerxes became the King of the Persian Empire after the death of his father, Darius

Xerxes banished his wife Vashti from the Empire because she would not show off her beauty and body 

Esther, an orphan of a refugee family from Israel became Queen after a beauty pageant and spending a night with the King 

Her adopted father, Mordecai, was given a position in the government

Two of Xerxes supposed “trusted servants” became angry about Mordecai’s appointment

They conceived a plot to assassinate Xerxes

Mordecai heard about the plot

He passed the assassination plot onto his daughter – Queen Esther who told the King.  

The plot was investigated and found to be true

The two traitors were executed
The events were recorded in the daily log of the events of the King

At this point, it was not public knowledge that Esther and Mordecai were Jewish

The Jews, who had been living for decades in exile first under Babylonian rule and now Persian rule, were constantly under a cloud of possible of persecution 

There was a serious undercurrent of antisemitism in the Persian Empire 

The Jewish people held positions of economic power

1000 or more in the city of Susa alone

Sometime later - Xerxes promoted one of his advisors, Haman, to the position of viceroy.

By command of Xerxes, everywhere that Haman went people were to bow down to Haman in greeting and paying homage 

Mordecai, the Jewish father of Queen Esther would not bow down and pay homage to Haman

Haman was told about Mordecai’s refusal to pay homage and that he was a Jew

Haman and his ancestors were sworn enemies of the Jews

Haman determined that Mordecai had to be removed from his position and that the entire Jewish contingency in the Empire needed to be eradicated
Haman entreated King Xerxes to sign into law the eradication of the Jewish people in the Empire. 
Xerxes gave complete control of the edict to Haman

Dispatches were sent by swift messengers into all the provinces of the empire
March 7 of the following year all the Jews were to be executed – men, women, and children
The property of those executed was to be given to the executioners
Mordecai heard about the decree and fell apart
Wandering the city in sack cloth and ashes, crying out in anguish
Esther was told about Mordecai’s actions
She sent her attendant with a change of clothes and a message – “Get a hold of yourself!”
Mordecai told her attendant what was happening and that Esther needed to go to the King and intervene

Esther sent a message back that she couldn’t go before the King uninvited
Mordecai warned her that if the Jews were executed she would not escape

Esther sent a message back directing Mordecai to gather the Jews from across the city of Susa and fast for 3 days

Esther and her attendants would fast too

After 3 days, she would go before the king 

Let’s pick up with Mordecai’s account

Esther 5:1-8
Haman was a happy man as he left the banquet! 
But when he saw Mordecai sitting at the palace gate, not standing up or trembling nervously before him, Haman became furious. However, he restrained himself and went on home.  Esther 5:9-10 (NLT)

Then Haman gathered together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, and boasted to them about his great wealth and his many children. He bragged about the honors the king had given him and how he had been promoted over all the other nobles and officials. Esther 5:11 (NLT)

Then Haman added, “And that’s not all! Queen Esther invited only me and the king himself to the banquet she prepared for us. And she has invited me to dine with her and the king again tomorrow!” 
Then he added, “But this is all worth nothing as long as I see Mordecai the Jew just sitting there at the palace gate.” Esther 5:12-13 (NLT)

So Haman’s wife, Zeresh, and all his friends suggested, “Set up a sharpened pole that stands seventy-five feet tall, and in the morning ask the king to impale Mordecai on it. 
When this is done, you can go on your merry way to the banquet with the king.” This pleased Haman, and he ordered the pole set up.  Esther 5:14 (NLT)

There may be no better picture of the outcomes of resentment than found in Esther 5

Unchecked and undealt with resentment will wreak havoc with individuals, families, communities and even nations
Since resentment is so vividly pictured in today’s passage - let’s take a deeper look at resentment

Characteristics of Resentment 
Resentment becomes a lens through which people view the world.
“Haman was happy … But when he saw Mordecai.”
Once resentment takes root normal circumstances of life become wrongs that fertilize the resentment
A club a person belongs to closes.

The end of the club was out of the control of the person and against their wishes

He is offended, hurt

Resentment sets takes hold of a person’s heart

A phone call not returned – evaluated as an injustice

A poorly worded email – assessed as a personal wrong against them
A group has a dinner and they’re not invited – another injustice

None of us should under estimate the destructive power of resentment.  

 
“As smoking is to the lungs, so is resentment to the soul; even one puff is bad for you.”  Elizabeth Gilbert
Resentment causes a person to flip flop in their emotions.
“Haman was happy … Haman became furious.”
Happiness flips to anger in a flash

Flip from Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
From Bruce Banner to the Hulk

Anytime you and I flip from Jekyll to Hide or Banner to Hulk it is an indicator!
When people are resentful they can’t enjoy what they have.
“Haman boasted about his wealth and children … He bragged about the honors and promotion and the 2nd banquet he alone had been invited to … But this is all worth nothing …”
When resentment gets a hold on a person they:

Resent others because of what they have
Resent life/God because of what has or hasn’t happened to them

They are never satisfied … everything is always too

Too much, too little, too hot, too cold, too soft, too hard, too fast, too slow

When people are resentful retaliation is severe compared to the crime.
“Set up a sharpened pole that stands seventy-five feet tall … Impale Mordecai on it”
Resentment is like the % Zoom on a copier

August 4th - 58-year-old Pennsylvania man ordered a salad at the local Wendy’s
When the salad arrived, he cursed the counter help, threw the salad at the employee and said, "If I had a gun or knife you would be the first to go."
There were not enough cucumber slices in his salad

A couple years ago an 11-year-old Little League player – 2 years later sued for $500,000

“A stone is heavy and sand is weighty, but the resentment caused by a fool is even heavier.” Proverbs 27:3 (NLT)
One of the long-term consequences of 
Resentment separates people.
· Husbands and wives build an emotional wall between each other.
· Parents dig a moat to keep their child/children out
· Children push their parents away

As time goes on the wall gets higher, thicker, and covered with ivy and moss. 
Eventually the wall has been around so long that people live with it between them
There is very little thought as to the reason for the wall or the reason to tear the wall down.
“We don’t talk.” 

Robert Louis Stevenson, the famed author of Treasure Island, tells the story of two unmarried sisters who 

shared a single room. As people who live in close quarters are apt to do, they had a falling out with each 

other. Their dispute was over a theological issue. The dispute was so intense that, instead of agreeing to 

differ, they simply didn't speak to each other ever again. 

The division between them became so depraved the two sisters drew a line with chalk down the middle of their room to mark off their respective territories. They continued to exist, (they were existing, not living) in 

the same room together, but never said a word to each other again. 

Each of the sisters endured the cold shoulder and silence of the other over the years even as friends came 

around or as they ate meals. The sisters lived out the remainder of their lives in this miserable condition. 

Are you resentful?
If one of those characteristics from Haman didn’t point to anything
Mayo Clinic – “Signs that you are unforgiving, bitter, or caring a grudge – RESENTMENT”
 Dwelling on the events surrounding the offense 

 Hearing from others that you have a chip on your shoulder or that you're wallowing in self-pity 

 Being avoided by family and friends because they don't enjoy being around you 

 Having angry outbursts at the smallest perceived slights 

 Often feeling misunderstood 

 Drinking excessively, smoking, or using drugs to try to cope with your pain 

 Having symptoms of depression or anxiety 

 Being consumed by a desire for revenge or punishment 

 Automatically thinking the worst about people or situations 

 Regretting the loss of a valued relationship 

 Feeling like your life lacks meaning or purpose 

 Feeling at odds with your religious or spiritual beliefs 
The essential point is that you may often feel miserable in your current life.

“Surely resentment destroys the fool …”  Job 5:2 (NLT)
Destroys the fool?  

Because it is foolish to not deal with the resentment

Foolish because the person hurt by the ongoing resentment is the resentful

Resentment is one of the great acids that eat away the soul

Resentment was the root of the first act of violence – Cain killed his brother Abel
Resentment is created significant acts of violence in the time of Jesus and the early church
· John B

· Execution of Jesus

· Beating of Peter and James

· Stoning of Stephen

· Execution of the Apostle James

OK – those are all severe 
What about in the home?

“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4 (MEV)

Don’t give your children reason to resent 
What’s the answer to resentment – FORGIVENESS
· Forgive often

· Forgive quickly

· Forgive thoroughly

Forgiveness is easier said than done

Forgiveness is a time-consuming process

If Haman’s people had forgiven 100’s of years before this we would not have the events of Esther
One of the core tenants of the Gospel is that Jesus forgives so that we can forgive
“Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive.”  Colossians 3:13 (HCSB)

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ.” Ephesians 4:32 (HCSB)

Forgiveness works - It takes time

Laundry, Spray n’ Wash

“Sometimes we do it so slowly that we pass over the line without realizing we have crossed it, as children pass from childhood to adulthood, not knowing just when they crossed over. Sometimes you seem to slide into forgiving, hardly noticing when you began to move or when you arrived. But after a long, dry desert trying, you gradually get a feeling that, somewhere along the way, you crossed the line between hating and forgiving.”  Lewis B. Smedes
On our website, there is a coaching sheet on forgiveness 
There is an audio series
If there has been a twinge in your heart today as I’ve talked go to our website
Has Jesus been pointing at a resentment in your heart today?
