Sunday – August 20

Esther

6:1-14

Faithfulness Matters

Over the summer, we are looking events that occurred in the Persian city of Susa during the 5th century BC.

Events are recorded in the ancient book of Esther and in ancient Persian history and by 1st-century historian Josephus 

Up to speed

About eleven years into Xerxes reign as the King of Persia

He promoted one of his advisors, Haman, to the position of viceroy.

By command of Xerxes, everywhere that Haman went people were to bow down to Haman in greeting and paying homage 

Mordecai, the Jewish father of Queen Esther would not bow down and pay homage to Haman

Haman was told about Mordecai’s refusal to pay homage and that he was a Jew

Haman and his ancestors were sworn enemies of the Jews

Haman determined that Mordecai had to be removed from his position and that the entire Jewish contingency in the Empire needed to be eradicated
Haman entreated King Xerxes to sign into law the extermination of the Jewish people throughout the Empire. 

Xerxes gave complete control of the edict to Haman

Dispatches were sent by swift messengers into all the provinces of the empire
March 7 of the following year all the Jews were to be executed – men, women, and children

The property of those executed was to be given to the executioners

Mordecai heard about the decree and fell apart

Wandering the city in sack cloth and ashes, crying out in anguish

Esther was told about Mordecai’s actions

She sent her attendant with a change of clothes and a message – “Get a hold of yourself!”

Mordecai told her attendant what was happening and that Esther needed to go to the King and intervene

Esther sent a message back that she couldn’t go before the King uninvited

Mordecai warned her that if the Jews were executed she would not escape

Esther sent a message back directing Mordecai to gather the Jews from across the city of Susa and fast for 3 days

Esther and her attendants would fast too

After 3 days, she would go before the king 

At the end of three days of fasting Esther went in to see King Xerxes.  
When he saw her, he summoned her

“What do you want? Up to half the kingdom.”

Invite Haman to join us for a meal I have prepared. I will answer your question at dinner. 

Haman and Xerxes came to dinner. 
Xerxes asked again what her request was. 

Esther told them “Come again tomorrow for another meal. I’ll tell you then.”

Haman left the meal elated and full of himself.  

Then he encountered Mordecai who didn’t move. 

Haman was furious 

When Haman got home he invited his family and neighbors over to celebrate
He bragged about his wealth, his fame, and his power

Then he told how he had been invited by Queen Esther to a meal with just Xerxes and him.

As he was telling them about how wonderful he was – HE REMEMBERED MOREDAI – WHO WOULDN’T HONOR HIM.

His wife, family and friends counseled him to erect a pole that Mordecai could be impaled on and the next morning as Xerxes for permission to impale him.

Haman loved the idea!

He instructed that the pole be put in place.

Let’s pick up with Mordecai’s account

That night the king had trouble sleeping, so he ordered an attendant to bring the book of the history of his reign so it could be read to him. In those records he discovered an account of how Mordecai had exposed the plot of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the eunuchs who guarded the door to the king’s private quarters. They had plotted to assassinate King Xerxes. Esther 6:1-2 (NLT)

We don’t know why the king had trouble sleeping.

The original language implies that the hand of God caused his insomnia
Could it be that he was thinking about what Esther wanted?

What if she asked for ½ the kingdom?

What could she want?

He listens as the events that occurred 4 or 5 years before this were read. 

He was reminded of the plot to assassinate him and how Mordecai had come to his rescue.

“What reward or recognition did we ever give Mordecai for this?” the king asked.

His attendants replied, “Nothing has been done for him.”

It seems that he hears a sound in the hall/courtyard

He wonders who it could be … in the middle of the night
“Who is that in the outer court?” the king inquired. As it happened, Haman had just arrived in the outer court of the palace to ask the king to impale Mordecai on the pole he had prepared.  Esther 6:3-4 (NLT)

So the attendants replied to the king, “Haman is out in the court.”

“Bring him in,” the king ordered. So Haman came in, and the king said, “What should I do to honor a man who truly pleases me?”
So Haman came in, and the king said, “What should I do to honor a man who truly pleases me?” Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king wish to honor more than me?”

(Esther 6:6 NLT)
As viceroy of the empire surely Haman would know what should be done for Mordecai

Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king wish to honor more than me?” Esther 6:5-6 (NLT)

When Xerxes asks Haman “What he should do to honor the man who truly pleases him

His mind starts racing

Surely Xerxes wants to honor me – Who else pleases him like I do?

Wasn’t I just with Xerxes and Queen Esther a few hours ago

What should the King do?
So he replied, “If the king wishes to honor someone, he should bring out one of the king’s own royal robes, as well as a horse that the king himself has ridden—one with a royal emblem on its head. Let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most noble officials. And let him see that the man whom the king wishes to honor is dressed in the king’s robes and led through the city square on the king’s horse. Have the official shout as they go, ‘This is what the king does for someone he wishes to honor!’” Esther 6:7-9 (NLT)

Haman thinks:

Since the king wants to honor me – it ought to be the works!
You should give me/that person – the royal robes to wear
You let me/that person ride the king’s horse with the royal emblem
Let the me/ I mean the man that the king wishes to honor be dressed in the royal robes

I should/he should be led through the city square on the king’s horse for everyone to see

Have one of the king’s noble officials shout to the people “This is what the king does for someone he wishes to honor.”

“Excellent!” the king said to Haman. “Quick! Take the robes and my horse, and do just as you have said for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the gate of the palace. Leave out nothing you have suggested!”
So Haman took the robes and put them on Mordecai, placed him on the king’s own horse, and led him through the city square, shouting, “This is what the king does for someone he wishes to honor!” Esther 6:10-11 (NLT)

Can you imagine Haman’s face when he heard the king’s words?
Quick – You take the robe and my horse and dress Mordecai, the JEW

You lead him through the square and cry out – “This is what the king does …”

Can you imagine what was going through Haman’s mind?

Can you imagine how infuriated he was?

Afterward Mordecai returned to the palace gate, but Haman hurried home dejected and completely humiliated. Esther 6:12 (NLT)

I bet he went home HUMILIATED
We’ll come back to that line in a few minutes.

When Haman told his wife, Zeresh, and all his friends what had happened, his wise advisers and his wife said, “Since Mordecai—this man who has humiliated you—is of Jewish birth, you will never succeed in your plans against him. It will be fatal to continue opposing him.”

Haman had been gone longer than his wife and advisers expected.
When Haman had done what the king had ordered he went back to his house

His wife and friends and advisers are waiting to hear about Mordecai, the pole – did the king order the impaling?  

When would it happen?

Details, details – tell us all about what happened.

When Zeresh, his friends and advisers heard what had taken place 
They could see the writing on the wall for Haman and they told him what they thought.

Because Mordecai is of Jewish birth – you’ll never succeed 

If this was a movie you’d hear the music change

Some ominous measures would be played 
Maybe the sound would get just a little louder

While they were still talking, the king’s eunuchs arrived and quickly took Haman to the banquet Esther had prepared. Esther 6:13-14 (NLT)

Wow --- That is great drama
That event may be the most ironic in the scriptures.  
I titled the series – “Unseen”

Unseen hand of God is clearly seen in the events

· On the very same night that Haman is having a pole lifted into place to impale Mordecai
· Xerxes can’t sleep  

· His suggestion that records be read

· In all the records that could have been read the exact place records were opened were the place that included the record of the assignation attempt
· Haman’s arrival at the right time to suggest what should be done to the man who pleases the king
God’s hand – God’s “Unseen” hand is at work 

Some people would see it as circumstances … serendipity 

“Circumstances”

“Serendipity” 
The “Unseen” hand of God

Let me point out a life lesson … The lesson can be found in the words of Jesus 

“Those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  Matthew 23:12 (NLT)
Those who exalt themselves will be humiliated …

Think about the difference between the attitude/spirit of Haman and Mordecai
Afterward Mordecai returned to the palace gate, but Haman hurried home dejected and completely humiliated.
Words that could be used to describe Haman

Assumption, pride, arrogance, superiority - EGO

Self-promotion
Demoting of others

Manipulation

Words that could be used to describe Mordecai

Meekness, no presuming, humility, understanding his place

“Mordecai returned to the palace gate.”

Can I suggest one more word?
Faithful

Mordecai was faithful to God and God’s place for him

Mordecai was faithful to serve the king – a pagan king
From the time that Mordecai warned the king until the king couldn’t sleep was between 4 and 5 years.
Mordecai did what he was supposed to do

Day after day, week after week, month after month

Mordecai didn’t assume that the parade was anything more than a parade

He didn’t read more into the event than it was

He remained faithful – Day after day, week after week, month after month

What would happen/what has happened in your heart if day after day, week after week, month after month you did what you were supposed to do and nothing changed?
When day after day goes by – week after week – month after month – and not much changes
It is easy to begin to think that God’s not paying attention 
That doing what I’m supposed to do … doesn’t really matter

You know that God promises to reward faithfulness yet sometimes seems like the “payoff” is never going to happen

It is easy to start to lose heart

Too want to give up

It’s almost like the natural response to “faithfulness” is to become impatient
It’s easy to imagine that God’s care and promotion should happen on our timetable 

When God doesn’t promote/advance according to our idea

· Stress goes up

· Frustration goes up

· It is so easy to become impatient

I don’t know if you’ve ever heard this line: “God’s delays are not God’s denials.” Unknown
It’s a quip built upon the teaching of scripture that “Faithfulness Matters” and that nothing escapes God’s eyes and concern

“God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name ...”  Hebrews 6:10 (ESV)

“Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant. Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit. So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.”  Galatians 6:7-9 (NLT)

· You will always harvest what you plant
· Those who live to please the Spirit will haven’t everlasting life

· Don’t get tired of doing what is good

· At just the right time you will reap a harvest of blessing

· IF YOU DON’T GIVE UP

IF YOU REMAIN FAITHFUL 

FAITHFULNESS MATTERS

At just the right time … Mordecai reaped his reward at just the right time 

Jesus regularly challenged the disciples and the crowds following him with the idea that FAITHFULNESS MATTERS and that God SEES.

“Your Father, who knows what you do in private … who sees everything, will reward you.”  Matthew 6:18 (NLT)

You quietly – without fanfare – without recognition – do what God has put before you

Your Father, who knows what you do in private … who sees everything, will reward you.

What area in life are you struggling to be faithful?

What area are you wondering if it is worth continuing to do?

Some areas in life we don’t have a choice …
Married – Husband/wife – there is no “Should I continue to be faithful?”

Parenting – Father/Mother – there is NO – “Should I continue to be a parent?”
Work – Followers of Jesus don’t get to decide if they’ll be faithful to work

Is it something that God has directed you to do? 
Is it a door that God opened?

You might have to decide those questions …
You don’t have to decide whether you should be faithful or not …

If it’s what God wants you to do 
If it’s a door that has been opened
If it’s something God has given you a passion for

If it’s something that God has given you ability to do …

So, what does God want you to be faithful
Let me show you one more verse from the teaching of Jesus about faithfulness
“If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities.” (Luke 16:10 (NLT)
The size of the thing doesn’t matter 

Faithfulness matters

If I had such and such job … I’d be faithful

When I get married … I’ll be faithful

When I have kids … I’ll be faithful

When I make more/have more money … I’ll be faithful

You know what Jesus says?

NO, YOU WOULDN’T

Here’s Jesus words:

“If you are faithful in a little job … you’ll be faithful in a big job.”

“If you are faithful when you are single … you’ll be faithful when you’re married.”

“If you are faithful when you don’t have kids … you’ll be faithful when you have kids.”

“If you are faithful when you have a little bit/make a little bit of money … You’ll be faithful when you have more money/make more money.”

What is some area/some areas that you need to UP your faithfulness?
