Sunday – September 3

Esther 

7:1-10

Sowing and Reaping
Over the summer, we are looking events that occurred in the Persian city of Susa during the 5th century BC.

Events were recorded in the ancient book of Esther, ancient Greek history, ancient Persian history and by 1st-century historian Josephus 

Up to speed – ONE LAST WEEKS EPISODE
About eleven years into Xerxes reign as the King of Persia

He promoted one of his advisors, Haman, to the position of viceroy.

By command of Xerxes, everywhere that Haman went people were to bow down to Haman in greeting and paying homage 

Mordecai, the father of Queen Esther, would not bow down and pay homage to Haman

Haman was told about Mordecai’s refusal to pay homage and that he was a Jew

Haman and his ancestors were sworn enemies of the Jews

Haman determined that Mordecai had to be removed from his position and that the entire Jewish contingency in the Empire needed to be eradicated
Haman entreated King Xerxes to sign into law the extermination of the Jewish people throughout the Empire. 

Xerxes gave complete control of the edict to Haman

Dispatches were sent by swift messengers into all the provinces of the empire
March 7 of the following year all the Jews were to be executed – men, women, and children

The property of those executed was to be given to the executioners

Mordecai heard about the decree and fell apart

Wandering the city in sack cloth and ashes, crying out in anguish

Esther was told about Mordecai’s actions

She sent her attendant with a change of clothes and a message – “Get a hold of yourself!”

Mordecai told her attendant what was happening and that Esther needed to go to the King and intervene

Esther sent a message back that she couldn’t go before the King uninvited

Mordecai warned her that if the Jews were executed, she would not escape

Esther sent a message back directing Mordecai to gather the Jews from across the city of Susa and fast for three days

Esther and her attendants would fast too

After three days, she would go before the king 

At the end of three days of fasting, Esther went in to see King Xerxes.  

When he saw her, he summoned her

“What do you want? Up to half the kingdom.”

Invite Haman to join us for a meal I have prepared. I will answer your question at dinner. 

Haman and Xerxes came to dinner. 

Xerxes asked again what her request was. 

Esther told them “Come again tomorrow for another meal. I’ll tell you then.”

Haman left the meal elated and full of himself.  

Then he encountered Mordecai who didn’t move. 

Haman was furious 

When Haman got home, he invited his family and neighbors over to celebrate

He bragged about his wealth, his fame, and his power

Then he told how he had been invited by Queen Esther to a meal with just Xerxes and him.

As he was telling them about how WONDERFUL HE WAS

HE REMEMBERED MOREDAI – WHO WOULDN’T HONOR HIM.

His wife, family, and friends counseled him to erect a pole that Mordecai could be impaled on and the next morning as Xerxes for permission to impale him.

Haman loved the idea!

He instructed that a pole be put into place for Mordecai’s execution
That night – the night that Haman had a pole erected to execute Mordecai on – Xerxes couldn’t sleep

He had one of the attendants get the record/Annals of the King’s reign and start reading

The attendant happened to get the book that included the account of the assassination attempt on Xerxes

As the account was read – there was no record of anything having bee done for Mordecai for foiling the plot

Xerxes asked the attendants what should be done – none of them had a good answer

Right at this point Haman arrives at the King’s chamber

He hopes to have a word with the King before the day starts

Xerxes asks him what should be done for a person that the King wants to honor

Haman assumes that Xerxes wants to honor him – Who else would the king desire to honor?

Haman responds – give him your robe and your crown – put him on your best horse, the one with the emblem on it Have one of the nobles parade him through the streets – have that noble declare that the Great Xerxes wants to honor this person.

Xerxes loves the idea 

He instructs Haman to put the robe and crown on Mordecai – “What?”

Parade him through the streets for everyone to see
Haman does it – he is not happy – he goes home furious

Right when Haman arrives home – the messengers come for him to attend the 2nd banquet

We’ll pick up the story when Haman has just finished parading Mordecai around the city and the messengers have come for him
So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet. On this second occasion, while they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “Tell me what you want, Queen Esther. What is your request? I will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!”  (Esther 7:1-2 NLT)
Haman has just gotten off a roller coaster
His stomach is turning around and around
He was invited to a private banquet with Xerxes and Esther 
He and his family had come up with a plan to impale Mordecai and be done with him finally
Next thing he knows he is parading Mordecai around the city on the king’s horse
Now he’s back to dinner with Xerxes and Esther
The King has no idea what is about to take place
Haman is probably still thinking about the humiliation of the Viceroy leading that JEW around

They recline at the table and begin to drink

Xerxes wants to know what Esther wants – I’ll give you what you ask - “Even if it is half the kingdom.”
Queen Esther replied, “If I have found favor with the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my request, I ask that my life and the lives of my people will be spared. For my people and I have been sold to those who would kill, slaughter, and annihilate us. If we had merely been sold as slaves, I could remain quiet, for that would be too trivial a matter to warrant disturbing the king.” (Esther 7:3-4 NLT)
Esther had probably rehearsed her speech to Xerxes dozens of times throughout the night
Notice her protocol

If I have found favor … 
If it please the king to grant my request …
If we had only been sold into slavery I would not bother the King. 
“Who would do such a thing?” King Xerxes demanded. “Who would be so presumptuous as to touch you?”

(Esther 7:5 NLT)
Does this remind you of another event in the Scriptures?

The drama of David and Nathan – Who is that man?
Esther replied, “This wicked Haman is our adversary and our enemy.” Haman grew pale with fright before the king and queen. Then the king jumped to his feet in a rage and went out into the palace garden. Haman, however, stayed behind to plead for his life with Queen Esther, for he knew that the king intended to kill him.  (Esther 7:6-7 NLT)
We are not given the reason that Xerxes goes into the garden – other than he was furious.  
· Some suggest that he was trying to figure out what to do with Haman

Could he punish his viceroy for something that he’d approved?

· Others suggest that he was trying to figure out how to spare Esther and the Jewish people. 

The edict that had been drawn up by Haman was irrevocable – it could not be undone.  
As the king heads into the garden - the tables have turned
Now it is Haman who is begging for his life.
Haman’s downfall had started because a Jewish man would not bow down and honor him
Now he must plead for his life from Esther, a Jewish woman 
In despair he fell on the couch where Queen Esther was reclining, just as the king was returning from the palace garden. The king exclaimed, “Will he even assault the queen right here in the palace, before my very eyes?” And as soon as the king spoke, his attendants covered Haman’s face, signaling his doom.  (Esther 7:8 NLT)
(NIVEst) Haman’s advances towards Esther is so unimaginable that in the Aramaic Targum of Esther he falls on the queen’s couch only because the angel Gabriel has given him a firm shove, sealing his fate.
The arrogant bully had become the groveling ward.  
Then Harbona, one of the king’s eunuchs, said, “Haman has set up a sharpened pole that stands seventy-five feet tall in his own courtyard. He intended to use it to impale Mordecai, the man who saved the king from assassination.” “Then impale Haman on it!” the king ordered. So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for Mordecai, and the king’s anger subsided.  (Esther 7:9-10 NLT)
One of the Greek historical accounts explain that Xerxes had concluded that Haman had been part of the assassination plot that Mordecai had foiled 
St. Jerome writes, “Haman was burned in the fire of his own kindling.”
The last line describes what kind of a world they lived in, how little value life had and the power that a king had
So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for Mordecai, and the king’s anger subsided.
At the end of the last episode, we looked at the idea that “Faithfulness Matters.”
We looked at a passage from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the believers in the region of Galatia

Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant … those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit. So let’s not get tired of doing what is good.  At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.  Galatians 6:7-9 (NLT)

In the choices and responses of Mordecai – the lesson is “Faithfulness Matters.”

Mordecai kept on doing what was right – we need to keep doing what is right 

Mordecai kept doing what he knew he should do – we need to keep doing what you know you should do

Don’t give up

Keep sowing – “Just keep sowing, just keep sowing, just keep sowing.”

At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. 
There is another side to showing and reaping

The other side is not so fun
The other side is not so encouraging
Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant. Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit. So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.  Galatians 6:7-9 (NLT)
Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant. Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. Galatians 6:7-9 (NLT)

Sowing and reaping is an immutable law of life with as much force as the law of gravity. 
Sowing – Planting

Reaping – Harvesting 

Haman sowed/planted arrogance and pride and from that, his position and power collapsed

Haman sowed anger he reaped anger

Haman sowed revenge he reaped revenge 

Haman sowed execution he reaped execution
People CAN try to ignore the universal law, BUT the law still plays out in life. 

"God cannot be mocked" - the laws by which He governs the universe cannot be evaded. 

Today's thoughts and actions are seeds being sown for a future harvest. 

In some way, we are reaping what we once sowed and sowing what we will reap in the future.
Charles Reade, 19th Century 

Sow a thought, and you reap an act. 

Sow an act, and you reap a habit. 

Sow a habit, and you reap a character. 

Sow a character, and you reap a destiny. 

In the reproductive process of what a person plants/sows there is a powerful tendency toward increase
What is reaped is exponentially more than what is planted. 

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously.” 2 Corinthians 9:6 NIV
World religions understand the concept or law of Sowing and Reaping
Eastern Religions

Karma - "Law of Cause and Consequence/Effect"  

Buddha - "We are the heirs of our own actions." 

Secular world understands this concept
“What goes around comes around.”

In March 1918 - John F. Knott – published a political cartoon of the German Kaiser shooting a cannon labeled “militarism.”

It Shoots Further Than He Dreams
PPT - Picture
The young man who is morally careless with women is described as ‘Sowing his oats.’
Scriptures 
Jobs companion Eliphaz

My experience shows that those who plant trouble and cultivate evil will harvest the same.  Job 4:8 (NLT)

The trouble they make for others backfires on them.  The violence they plan falls on their own heads.  Psalms 7:16 (NLT)
“He who sows wickedness reaps trouble, and the rod of his fury will be destroyed.”  Proverbs 22:8 (NIV 1984)

If you set a trap for others, you will get caught in it yourself. If you roll a boulder down on others, it will crush you instead.  Proverbs 26:27 NLT

Sowing and reaping takes all kinds of different forms
Relational 

You show up at work one day

Someone does something that you don’t like, or Someone looks at you sideways
It sets you off – you respond with some measured response

You convince yourself that you are justified

They deserved what I gave them 
After all, you are looking after your well-being and safety
Then a few days later you wonder why your co-workers don’t want to be around you

Your impulses blind you from seeing the truth.
Loss of opportunities

You’re more talented than others you work with
You have a better educational background 
You should get the job/promotion

BUT - You don’t show up on time

You leave early

You don’t do your best

You call in sick regularly

You lose opportunities

Nathan – College $

We live in a time when many people want to do their own thing --- CONSEQUENCE FREE

Live life as if the law of sowing and reaping isn’t real

When something doesn’t go their way

· Blame genetics 

· Blame family

· Blame an injustice that happened to them – They … so I …
There is no one to blame – they are merely reaping the crop of the seeds that they planted

Choices always have wages that are paid out
Some reap immediately 
Bickleton – Car Accident

Some reap a little later

YP – uprising – decided to leave 

One of the ‘uprising’ party – became YP 

That YP experiences an uprising – decides to leave 

One of the 2nd

‘uprising group – became YP 

Two or three years after we moved here - that YP experiences an uprising – decides to leave 

One last thought
Sowing and reaping/Planting and harvesting and forgiveness are not connected
Anything and everything that I do or have done can be forgiven
If you don’t know that you are forgiven – you can be forgiven right now

Forgiveness is COMPLETELY BASED ON JESUS DEATH ON THE CROSS

The only thing that you can do to be forgiven is ask for forgiveness – Confess your sins
“If we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.”  1 John 1:9 (NLT)

Forgiveness by Jesus does not remove consequences 
Forgiveness by Jesus does not negate “sowing and reaping.”
PEOPLE think that they are not forgiven because the consequences are still there
Forgiveness and consequences are not necessarily connected 

Let me illustrate this idea 

I’m a little kid – I have a toy – my parents warn me “If you keep doing that you are going to break the toy.”

I break the toy – I cry – I apologize – I tell my parents “I’m sorry, I’m sorry.”

Parent – “I forgive you.”

What about the toy? – It is still broken
