Ways of the Spirit

You can count on this … Fruit.

Galatians 5:22-23
11.12.2017

We are spending three weeks looking at the ways that the HS is at work in our lives

I don’t know everything that the HS is doing in your life, but I do know a few things

That’s what we’re looking at

The Holy Spirit was at work at the very beginning of creation
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. . . . And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters.” (Genesis 1:1-2 NLT)
The Holy Spirit is referred to as speaking at the end of the Revelation 
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” (Revelation 22:17 NLT)

Jesus said that his disciples would have the HS with them and in them.

Just imagine the Holy Spirit hovering over your life

People think about having a guardian angel – “Never drive faster than your guardian angel can fly.”

Last week I referred to a poem “The Hound of Heaven”
How the HS is always working

Always pursuing

Always, always, always

“LORD, you have tested me, so you know all about me. You know when I sit down and when I get up. You know my thoughts from far away. You know where I go and where I lie down. You know everything I do. You are all around me—in front of me and behind me. I feel your hand on my shoulder.  LORD, you know what I want to say, even before the words leave my mouth. … Your Spirit is everywhere I go. I cannot escape your presence.”  (Psalms 139:1-5; 7 ERV)

“Someone might try to hide from me in some hiding place. But it is easy for me to see that person, says the LORD, because I am everywhere in heaven and earth.” (Jeremiah 23:24 ERV)
God is saying: “You can run, but you can’t hide.”
The Hound of Heaven was written by Francis Thompson in the 1800’s 

Thompson was born to a well to do Roman Catholic Family
His father and mother wanted him to become a doctor, but he hated the idea.

He enrolled in medical school, but he failed the exams three different times

He ran from his father; he ran from medical school; he ran from God

He fled to London where he tried an assortment of occupations

He failed at every one of them 

He was destitute, lived on the streets for three years

Addicted to opium, he attempted to end his life

Ultimately was rescued by a prostitute who took him to a shelter where he was helped
His health never recovered – his lifestyle had taken a toll on him

The poem is the story of God’s pursuit of Thompson
I fled Him, down the nights and down the days;

I fled Him, down the arches of the years;

I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways

Of my own mind, and in the midst of tears

I hid from Him, and under running laughter.

But with unhurrying chase and unperturbed pace,

Deliberate speed, majestic instancy,

They beat — and a Voice beat,

More instant than the feet:

“All things betray thee who betrayest Me.”

Listen to this commentary on the “Hound of Heaven.”

"As the hound follows the hare, never ceasing in its running, ever drawing nearer in the chase, with unhurrying and unperturbed pace, so does God follow the fleeing soul by His Divine grace. And though in sin or in human love, away from God it seeks to hide itself, Divine grace follows after, unwearyingly follows ever after, till the soul feels its pressure forcing it to turn to Him alone in that never-ending pursuit." J.F.X. O'Conor
Let me  remind you the HS is constantly in pursuit of the person running and hiding from God
God pursued Adam and Eve who had ran and hid in the bushes

The OT book of Hosea is a story of a man pursuing his unfaithful wife 
The events of Hosea are a living illustration of the HS’ constant pursuit of unfaithful people
God has not changed His ways

He’s chasing your kids, grandkids,  nieces, nephews, parents, co-workers
Think about the times that you were hiding from God or hiding something from God

You weren’t comfortable; you couldn’t become comfortable

Because of the CONSTANT and RELENTLESS pursuit by the HS
Turn the corner

Every day, all day long, the HS is at work in the life of God’s people

What the HS can accomplish is impacted by a person’s level of resistance to the HS                                                                             
Rheostat – Dimmer Switch
There are ways that He works that are the same for every believer

Young, old, single, married

Whether you began living as a disciple of Jesus years ago, or just recently

Doesn’t matter nationality, church background

There are ways that the HS works in the life of every disciple 

Last week we talked about the HS consistently working in the life of a disciple to teach the disciple obedience.

Every circumstance, every situation --- The HS is working to teach OBEDIENCE

Today – Fruit 
In every circumstance, every situation – the HS is working to produce fruit in your life

Let’s say you find yourself in a successful career and a bank account that continues to grow

What’s the HS doing?  What does the HS want to accomplish in you through your circumstances?

You get married to a wonderful woman and begin a journey you had dreamed of
What’s the HS doing?  What does the HS want to accomplish in you through your circumstances?
You are pregnant and excited about starting a family.  Every day there is new life and new experiences

What’s the HS doing?  What does the HS want to accomplish in you through your circumstances?
You find yourself in a very difficult situation at work.  You don’t sleep well.  You lie awake at night trying to figure out your next step

What’s the HS doing?  What does the HS want to accomplish in you through your circumstances?
· The neighbor around the corner is making your life miserable

· Your ex is making your life a living hell

· Your teenage son is turning the norm upside down around your house

What’s the HS doing?  What does the HS want to accomplish through your circumstances?
I don’t know the particulars of your situation
I don’t know what you are supposed to do with the blessing that is being poured out in your life

I don’t know the particulars of what the HS is working on and the solution to the struggle you are going through

I can tell you though what the HS is doing in each of those situations – CONSISTENTLY

He is seeking to produce fruit in and through your life
“The fruit that the Spirit produces in a person's life is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these kinds of things.” (Galatians 5:22-23 ERV)

You should commit these verses to memory. 

These verses describe what the HS is seeking to do every minute of every day in your life. 
You should have what the HS is doing memorized. 
Through every bumper crop that an apple farmer experiences

Through every infestation of bugs
Through every winter freeze

Through drought and storms and fires

Those trees are always about FRUIT

A farmer doesn’t grow apple trees for firewood

A farmer doesn’t grow apple trees for furniture

A farmer grows apple trees for apples

The HS is with you and in you to produce fruit
There is never a “fruit of the Spirit” season
As if sometimes the HS is producing fruit and at other times the HS is dormant

The HS is always working to produce fruit
In every situation, in every season – everything that happens is about FRUIT

In your difficult situation at work – One thing that the HS is working to do is produce in you: 

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Amid your situation at school and the success that you have been experiencing the HS is working to produce in you: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
· In a tough situation in your marriage

· During the season of singleness that you are living

· In the middle of a difficult financial valley

The HS is at work to produce in you ---- Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
You turn up the rheostat and let the HS flow, and you’ll see love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control growing in your life.
You turn down the rheostat – turning up the resistance – you’ll see the opposite

Instead of love there will be contempt and hatred

Instead of joy, there will be sorrow and despair

Instead of peace there will be stress, tension, and anguish

Instead of patience there will be short-fused reactions

Instead of growing self-control, there will be careless, reckless, destructive habits.  
And there will be meanness and discontent and aimlessness
The Apostle Paul preceded the “fruit of the Spirit” with this instruction:
“Live the way the Spirit leads you.  Then you will not do the evil things your sinful self wants.” (Galatians 5:16 ERV)

TURN UP THE RHEOSTAT – TURN DOWN THE RESISTANCE, AND THE FRUIT WILL GROW
What about the situation you are in now? 
What fruit is the HS seeking to grow or produce? 
Is it love?

Is it - Joy?

Peace? Patience? Kindness?  Goodness? Faithfulness? Gentleness? Self-control? 

