Follow the Star

It leads to Life – Jesus
Since the beginning of time mankind has been looking to the stars

As a little tike you probably learned songs and poems like this:

Twinkle, Twinkle, little star

How I wonder what you are

Up above the world so high 

Like a diamond in the sky

Or how about:

Star light, star bright, 

First star I see tonight, 

I wish I may, I wish I might, 

Have this wish I wish tonight.

Over and over God used the stars in the sky to challenge people about what they believed, who they were and what He was expecting from them.
God said to Abraham

“Look toward the heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.”  Genesis 15:15 ESV

Most of us are aware of the man Job
Job suffered over and over because of his devotion to God

When people are going through difficult times, they often declared they feel like Job. 

Job lived early in Israel’s history

During the time of Abraham

Job had three companions who counseled him during his suffering

He spoke these words to his counselors.  

“Truly I know that it is so: But how can a man be in the right before God? If one wished to contend with him, one could not answer him once in a thousand times. He is wise in heart and mighty in strength —who has hardened himself against him, and succeeded?— he who removes mountains, and they know it not, when he overturns them in his anger, who shakes the earth out of its place, and its pillars tremble; who commands the sun, and it does not rise; who seals up the stars; who alone stretched out the heavens and trampled the waves of the sea; who made the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the chambers of the south; who does great things beyond searching out, and marvelous things beyond number.”  (Job 9:2-10 ESV)

Early in history people had gazed long enough at the stars to see creatures in the stars from antiquity

Actually, from the time often called prehistory

Job referred to shapes that people had seen in the stars for years
Ursa Major – the Great Bear

Orion – The heavenly Shepherd

Pleiades – the Seven Sisters

Astronomy is the study of the universe and everything outside of Earth's atmosphere
Astrology attempts to study how those positions, motions, and properties affect people and events on Earth.
Shortly after the Exodus from Egypt God warned the people against putting stock in the ability of the stars to run their lives
“Beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow down to them and serve them, things that the LORD your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven.” (Deuteronomy 4:19 ESV)

Why did He warn them?  
God warned them because people all around them were looking to the stars, bowing down to them and serving them.
Do you ever just look up into the sky and consider the stars?

3,500 years ago King David wrote:
“I look at the heavens you made with your hands. I see the moon and the stars you created. 

And I wonder, 

Why are people so important to you? 
Why do you even think about them? 
Why do you care so much about humans? 

Why do you even notice them?”  

‭‭Psalms‬ ‭8:3-4‬ ‭ERV‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬
What about our star - the Sun
Sun

10,000 degrees F

93 million miles away

The light from the Sun only takes 8 minutes to get to us

Let me help you understand the size of the Sun
Golf Ball

Imagine that the Earth is the size of a golf ball
In comparison, the Sun would have a diameter of 15.’

960,000 earth can fit inside the sun
A golf ball has 336 dimples
22,300,000 people
Now imagine marking one spot among 22,300,000 dots in a simple! 

That’s you and me. 

I’m going to give you some thoughts each week about stars

A star played an important part in the coming of Jesus
The Star that appeared was not a normal star

The star so bright that it caught the attention of Magi/Astronomers/wise men from the East

Probably Babylon 

They saw in the star a sign of the birth of the King of the Jews

Speculation is that magi before them had learned of the prophecies of the birth of the Jewish Messiah and a Star from Daniel and that the magi had handed down the prophesies hundreds of years. 
What we do know that the Wise Men were aware of the prophesies of the coming of the King of the Jews

They saw “His Star” and they traveled to find Him. 
Here’s how Jesus’ follower Matthew recorded the events

“Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.” 
King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?” “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them the time when the star first appeared. Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!” 

After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 

They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  (Matthew 2:1-11 NLT)

Down through the centuries, people have tried to figure out the time of the star

Was it a star?

Was it some other phenomenon?

All sorts of theories

Ancient Chinese writings tell of a star 6/7 BC

Others the convergence of planets in 3 BC

Others a comet

The Son who created all things was spotlighted by a “star” of his own making

The Star led the Magi to the newborn King of the Jews

The baby Jesus was born into a world that was run by death, destruction, and decay 
The Star shone over the Light that brought life to everyone. 
The Star pointed to Jesus, and Jesus brings LIFE. 

Jesus said, “I am the life.”

Jesus brought life to world control by death and  where people held in “slavery of the fear of dying.” (Hebrew 2:14 NLT)
Jesus came to bring life

That is the Gospel – the Good News

Let me try and explain with this balloon
When God created Adam and Eve, He breathed the breath of life

Genesis 2:7 - (NLT) He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person.

Inflate 
Life is used 650xs

Live is used another 350xs

God gave life – He is all about life

Then Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit, and the result was death

Deflate

For generation after generation instead of people living like this – inflated
People lived like this - deflated
This is what life looked like – year after year, decade after decade, century after century

Then the right time in history came. 

“When the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman . . .” (Galatians 4:4 NLT)
Everything changed with the birth of Jesus

John described the coming of Jesus in  this way:
“Life came into being because of him, for his life is light for all humanity. And this Living Expression is the Light that bursts through gloom — the Light that darkness could not diminish!” John 1:4-5 (Passion Translation NT) 

The Star pointed to Jesus and Jesus brought LIFE
People no longer had to live like this – Deflated and defeated
Now because of Jesus people could live like this - Inflated
“The Father has life in himself, and he has granted that same life-giving power to his Son.” John 5:26-27 (NLT)
“The thief comes only to take the sheep and to put them to death: he comes for their destruction: I have come so that they may have life and have it in greater measure.” John 10:10 (BBE)
The Apostle Peter called Jesus – the Creator of Life

Here’s how the Apostle Paul describes human history:

“Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone”
Deflate 

“Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for everyone.” (Romans 5:18 NLT)
Inflate

The Star of Bethlehem pointed to the greatest moment in human history. 

On August 1, 1971, Colonel James Irwin became the 8th man to walk on the moon. 

James Irwin Picture

He was on the moon’s surface for almost three days
During that time he spent 18.5 hours outside on the moon’s surface

Picture with Quote
“It is more significant that God walked on the earth than that man walked on the moon.”

Colonel James Irwin – 8th Man to walk on the moon
Application

You don’t need to live life like this ---- Deflated 

The Star announce the birth of the Author of Life

Jesus, the Creator of Life, offers LIFE to every person

You can live like this --- Inflated 
