Follow the Star, it leads to Jesus: Hope

Luke 2:11

We are following the star that led the Magi to Jesus
The Magi and the star are only briefly mentioned in the record of the birth and life of Jesus.

The Magi were astronomers and scholars from somewhere in the East – Babylon? Persia? India? Arabia?

The Magi didn’t arrive on the night of Jesus’ birth

They probably arrived many months – even up to a year later

We don’t know how many there were from the NT account

Tradition – There were three

The Magi brought three gifts – gold, frankincense, and Myrrh

There has been lots of debate over the centuries regarding the star

What was the star?

When did it appear?

With all the stars in the galaxy which one was it?

Last week I told you about our Sun

Compared the size of Earth to the Sun
Earth = golf ball

Sun = diameter of 15’

Let me introduce you to another star

Betelgeuse Star – Slide 2/Slide 3
Betelgeuse is the ninth-brightest star in the night sky.

The human eye can only view certain wavelengths of radiation

If the human eye could see all the wavelengths of radiation Betelgeuse would be the brightest star in the night sky.

Earth = Golf ball

Sun = diameter of 15’

Betelgeuse is five times the size of the Earth’s orbit around the Sun

1.5 times larger than Jupiter’s orbit of the sun

Slide 4

If the Earth is the size of a golf ball Betelgeuse’s diameter is equal to six Empire State Buildings stacked on top of one another

Sun – 960,000 earths in the volume of the Sun

Betelgeuse – volume – could fit 262 trillion earths
Stars have been used for centuries to navigate the world
Starting in the 17th century explorers used a sextant to measure the angel of stars 
The magi followed a star – His Star – from the East to worship the King of the Jews
Dig a little deeper into what was happening in Israel and with the Jewish people.

After centuries of miracles – burning bush, escape through the Red Sea, the walls of Jericho

Centuries of Priests, Scribes and Prophets, men, and women who had spoken for God

Deborah, Isaiah, Elijah, Elisha, Jeremiah, Ezra

The Jewish people had not heard from God for four hundred years

Four hundred years without a word – no warning, no direction, no encouragement

Deafening silence

By the time of the coming of Jesus Israel was under the iron fist of the Roman rulers.
The oppression was daily, and it was devastating   

There were factions in conflict with Israel and fighting for control of the Promised Land.
Terrorism was rampant

Only a few decades before Jesus the Roman authorities crucified 6,000 of Spartacus’ soldiers along the Appian Way as a warning to all would be rebels

“This is what will happen to you if you rebel against Rome!”
The Fortress of Antonia, named after the famous Mark Antony, was connected to the Temple via a bridge and walkway so that troops could be inside their Temple in minutes 
The threat and oppression from Rome was persistent
This was the landscape of life when Jesus entered the world. 

The prevailing mood of Israel was anything but hope. 

The once proud nation was now a puppet state of the pagan Roman Empire. 

Not only was Rome oppressive but the common person lived under an extravagant burden of the requirements of the religious establishment.
Centuries before, God’s people had been promised a deliverer who would restore Israel to its former glory, but it had never happened.
The persistent question on the Jewish mind was “When will this end?”

Almost 3,000 years ago King Solomon wrote: 

“Hope deferred makes the heartsick, but a dream fulfilled is a tree of life.”  (Proverbs 13:12 NLT) 

That verse describes the Jewish people – Heartsick for the promise Messiah
A line from the call O Holy Night describes people’s plight this way:
Long lay the world in sin and error pining

Pining - to yearn deeply; suffer with longing; long painfully
The prophet Jeremiah described the “pining” of the people of God

“O Hope of Israel, our Savior in times of trouble, why are you like a stranger to us? Why are you like a traveler passing through the land, stopping only for the night?”  (Jeremiah 14:8 NLT)

Finally, after decades and centuries of waiting, an angel appeared and announced:  
“Don’t be afraid! I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:10-12 NLT)

The birth of Jesus was unlike any other birth in history
For 2000 years the world has divide history into before Jesus and after Jesus 

Max Lucado says that his birth “punctuated the timeline of history.”
The record of Jesus birth tells that there was a man, named Simeon, in Jerusalem who was known because he was waiting for the birth of the Messiah.
At some point God had spoken to Simeon privately and told him that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah.

Simeon saw finally saw the Messiah

Eight days after Jesus’ birth Mary and Joseph took him to the Temple to be circumcised and named
Here’s how the record reads

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 

That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. I have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people. He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!”  (Luke 2:25-32 NLT)

The theme of last week was: Follow the Star – It leads to Jesus: Life
Today:  Follow the Star – It leads to Jesus: Hope

Christmas as much as any other time of year nurtures hope
From a very young age – Christmas fills with hope

Watch this video
OK, so that’s the wrong kind of hope

There is another line in the carol O Holy Night
“A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices”
Or how about another Carol:  O little town of Bethlehem
“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight".

Remember the movie – Home Alone?

In the movie, the mom, Kate McAllister referred to Christmas as “the season of perpetual hope.”

“This is Christmas. The season of perpetual hope.  And I don’t care if I have to get out on your runway and hitchhike.  If it costs me everything I own, if I have to sell my soul to the devil himself, I am going to get home to my son.”

“The season of perpetual hope”

Hope – Desire or expectation of something good
Jesus brought hope into a world starving for hope
With the birth of Jesus - For the first time in centuries people began to hope

Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah concerning him: “Look at my Servant, whom I have chosen. He is my Beloved, who pleases me. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not fight or shout or raise his voice in public. He will not crush the weakest reed or put out a flickering candle. Finally he will cause justice to be victorious. And his name will be the hope of all the world.”  (Matthew 12:17-21 NLT)
Hopelessness is like spiritual asthma 
People struggle to gather a breath

Without HOPE everything about life is more difficult, more stressful, and more exhausting

Hope “is something as important to us as water is to a fish, as vital as electricity is to a light bulb, as essential as air is to a jumbo jet.  Hope is basic to life…. Without that needed spark of hope, we are doomed to a dark, grim existence.  How often the word ‘hopeless’ appears in suicide notes. And even if it isn’t actually written, we can read it between the lines. Take away our hope, and our world is reduced to something between depression and despair…. Hope is more than wishful thinking.  

Hope is a vital necessity of life—a gift that God wants to give to you. (Biblical hope) is a voice crying in the wilderness…a word of enthusiasm for life in the midst of any difficult situation you are in….If you want to smile through your tears, if you want to rejoice through times of suffering, just keep reminding yourself that what you’re going through isn’t the end of the story…it’s simply the rough journey that leads to the right destination.”  Chuck Swindoll
Once Jesus arrived and following his resurrection from the dead 

Hope became one of the shining traits of Jesus’ followers. 
John Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement – “One scriptural mark of those who are born of God, is hope.”

Listen to the Apostle Paul’s defense when she was arrested and on trial and ultimately destined to execution in Rome

Now I am on trial because of my hope in the fulfillment of God’s promise made to our ancestors. In fact, that is why the twelve tribes of Israel zealously worship God night and day, and they share the same hope I have. Yet, Your Majesty, they accuse me for having this hope!  (Acts 26:6-7 NLT)

Hope that God is up to something

Hope that God listens to and answers prayer

Hope for a better future

The Apostle Paul ended his famous “love chapter – 1 Corinthians 13” with these words

“Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13 (NLT)
The HOPE that is referred to is not hope for something – house, car, job, spouse

Ultimately the believers hope is for eternity with God

Hope for the heavenly paradise where death has no more sting
“We have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people, which come from your confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven. You have had this expectation ever since you first heard the truth of the Good News.”  (Colossians 1:4-5 NLT)
The hope of heaven and spending eternity with God separated the followers of Jesus from the world

In the face of death, the pagan world thrashed about and ultimately drowned in despair.  

People met death with grim resignation and bleak hopelessness.  

The best they could hope for was extinction or annihilation
The hope that they would die and that was it

Aeshylus wrote, “Once a man dies there is no resurrection.”  

Theocritus wrote, “There is hope for those who are alive, but those who have died are without hope.”  
Catullus wrote, “When once our brief light sets, there is one perpetual night through which we must sleep.”  

On tombstones grim epitaphs were carved.  “I was not; I became; I am not; I care not.”  

(The letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians, rev. et. [Louisville: Westminster, 1975], 203)

The Apostle Paul wrote to encourage the believers in the region of Thessalonica 

“Now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:14 NLT)

An archaeological excavation team, working in the city of Thessalonica, discovered an ancient, first-century graveyard. 
Among the pagan tombstones they found one which was inscribed in Greek with these words: "No Hope."
Hope was so characteristic that the Apostle Peter admonished followers to “Always be ready to answer everyone who asks you to explain about the hope you have.” (1 Peter 3:15 ERV)

How’s your hope?
Are you looking towards something better?

Like the people mentioned in the hall of faith in Hebrews 13 who “placed their hope in a better life after the resurrection.”
The pioneers that migrated from the east to California, and followed the Oregon Trail endured a difficult journey because they had their sites on a better land.

Let me conclude with a quote from CS Lewis
“If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world were just those who 

thought most of the next. The Apostles themselves, who set on foot the conversion of the Roman Empire, the great men who built up the Middle Ages, the English Evangelicals who abolished the Slave Trade, all left their mark on Earth, precisely because their minds were occupied with Heaven. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this. Aim at Heaven and you will get earth thrown in: aim at earth and you will get neither.” CS Lewis

History was changed with the birth of Jesus because he brought hope to a hope starved world. 

The hope of another life, an afterlife, an eternal life!
Do you have that hope?

Do you dream of heaven?

