Follow the Star

It leads to Jesus: Love
We are following the star that led the Magi to Jesus

The Magi and the star are only briefly mentioned in the record of the birth and life of Jesus.

The Star and the Magi might be the most intriguing part of the account of the birth of Jesus

The wise men - magi 
Probably astronomers or astrologers or scholars from somewhere in the East
Babylon? Persia? India? Arabia?

The Ancient Revelation of the Magi, claim they were from Shir, modern day Iran

We do know that within the lifetime of Jesus’ first followers, the account of the Magi was known, written about and circulated

Here’s how Matthew, one of those early followers of Jesus wrote about the visit of the Magi

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.” 

King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?” 

“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them the time when the star first appeared. Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!” 

After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child was. 

When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

When it was time to leave, they returned to their own country by another route, for God had warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.  (Matthew 2:1-12 NLT)

The Magi didn’t arrive on the night of Jesus’ birth

They probably arrived many months – even up to a year later

We don’t know how many there were from the NT account

Tradition holds that there were three

The Magi brought three gifts – gold, frankincense, and Myrrh

There has been lots of debate over the centuries regarding the star

What was the star?

Was it an alignment of planets?

For instance, on April 17, 6 BC – a very rare planetary alignment, during which the sun, Jupiter, the moon, and Saturn all lay in the constellation Aries.

The position of the sun and the moon and their reflection on the alignment of Jupiter and Saturn created a spectacular event.

The alignment lasted from April 17 to December 19, 6 B.C.

Astronomers have used computer simulations to determine when the alignment will happen again 

16,000 years – but not in the right place in the sky

Computed out 500,000 years – still not in the right location

Was it a Nova or supernova?
Chinese and Korean records of a nova or supernovae in 4/5 BC. 

Nova and supernovas – are a passing astronomical event that happens in the last part of the life of a star called a nova or massive star’s life called a supernova.  
At the very end of a star’s life there is a massive and catastrophic explosion that destroys the star.  

The effect seen on earth is the sudden appearance of a “new” bright star

Then over weeks or even months the star fades and isn’t seen again.

SuperNova - Watch this video

The problem with “the star” being the nova or supernova like the one that the Koreans and Chinese wrote about is that we have no record of the event by Middle-Eastern historians recorded
Only the Koreans and Chinese 

The other intriguing thing about it being a nova or supernovae is that the event would have happened eons before it was seen by the Magi
Space is so vast that astronomers measure distances not in time but in light-years

A light-year is how far light travels in a year – thus a light year
The distance the light from the explosion traveled would have required the explosion to have happened hundreds of years prior

The wise men or Magi were in their countries east of Israel 
They saw a star in the sky – Some sort of celestial phenomenon 
They packed up their stuff and gifts and traveled upwards of 1,000 miles
It is interesting that even though the star guided them for 1,000 miles, they ultimately stopped and asked for directions.

From the record we have, neither Herod nor the religious scholars that he sought insight from, had seen the star

Herod didn’t ask the astrologers to explain the star it seems like He didn’t even seem to know about the star

The Star pointed to Jesus and led the Wise Men to Bethlehem where they found him

Little did they know who they had found

The theme of two weeks ago was: 
Follow the Star – It leads to Jesus: Life
Follow the Star – It leads to Jesus: Hope

Follow the Star – It leads to Jesus: Joy

What would have happened if it had been three Wise Women instead of three Wise Men? 

· They would have asked directions, 
· arrived on time, --- Maybe
· helped deliver the baby, 
· cleaned the stable, 
· made a casserole, 
· brought practical gifts, 
· There would have been peace on earth. 
Here’s what they might have said when they left

· "Did you see the sandals Mary was wearing with that gown?" 
· "That baby doesn't look anything like Joseph!" 
· "I heard that Joseph isn't even working right now!" 
· "And that donkey that they are riding has seen better days too!" 
· "Want to bet on how long it will take until you get your casserole dish back?" 
OK – let’s get back to the theme
Follow the Star:  It leads to Jesus – Love

If there is one characteristic that describes Jesus and what Jesus brought to earth – human race

It would be: Love
Not warm “fuzzies”
Not twitterpation – romance 

Love
Always doing what’s best for another person
Love that changes everything about life
When Jesus was questioned by one of the legal experts as to his opinion of what was the most important commandment of the Jewish people
Jesus turned the question back on the expert:  Jesus asked the expert what he thought the law said

The man answered, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  (Luke 10:27 NLT)

The man pushed in a little harder 

“Who is my neighbor?”
Jesus responded by telling a story – The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Jewish man – traveling to Jericho – bandits

Priest, Temple assistant

Samaritan

The Samaritan soothed his wounds, bandaged, put him on his donkey took him to an inn and took care of him

Next day payed the innkeeper to take care of him

Promise that when he returned – if the bill was bigger he would pay the bill

Jesus: “Who was the neighbor?”
He couldn’t even say – “The SAMARITAN” but instead – “The one who showed him mercy.”

Jesus then instructs the legal expert – Go and do the same!

The love that Jesus taught and lived is love that changes another person’s situation

So often we look at love and consider how it impacts me
How does love make us feel?

What do I get out of this?
“I’m not in love anymore.”

Jesus demonstrated what “Love your neighbor looked like.”

· Changed water into wine at the wedding

· Healed Peter’s mother-in-law

· Encouraged the Samaritan woman at the well

· Accepted and touched lepers

Here’s one of those events

Video - Enactment of the record of Matthew, Mark and Luke
“No one had ever looked me in the eye.”
Jesus reached out and touched me …

Just imagine the reaction of the crowd around Jesus

According to Jewish law – Jesus made himself unclean by touching the leper

He would not be able to worship, offer sacrifices, enter the Temple

Another area Jesus broadcast about love – Marriage and divorce

The teaching of Jesus regarding marriage and divorce seem so old fashioned and archaic today

But the teaching of Jesus was radical

Especially radical regarding the treatment of women and children

The Roman world of Jesus time was get married to anyone and as many as you want – as often as you want

Or just don’t marry 

Jesus – No you are not going to treat women and children that way
Jesus teaching was radical – really radical when Jesus taught them

One day some Pharisees tried to trap Jesus by asking him about divorce
They tried to trap him because Jesus was teaching a new ethic/more/standard

“Should a man be allowed to divorce his wife for just any reason?”
Just any old reason … 

At that time is all a man needed to do was hand his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away

She didn’t have to do anything wrong

He could send her away just because

That left the woman and her children in a catastrophic situation

Return to her family, beg, find some man who would take care of her for favors

Jesus – “You won’t treat women and children like that!”

You don’t just divorce – there must be reason – unfaithfulness

The people that heard him responded – If that’s the truth about marriage:  “Why would anyone get married?”

They understood how radical Jesus teaching was.

Today – that seems so old fashioned

How about what love looks like when it comes to children

In Jesus’ day children were exploited, used, not persons

Jesus comes along and welcomes children

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record parents bringing their children to Jesus – the Rabbi – to be blessed and the disciples tried to shoo them away
Jesus stopped them – “Let the children come to me.  Don’t stop them!!!!”
Jesus’ treatment of children was so earth shattering that the early church became known in the Roman world from rescuing children who had been left out to die, be used or eaten by wild animals.
· Exposure allowed poor people to get rid of extra mouths to feed, especially the mouths of baby girls who were also a dowry liability.

· Children who were imperfect in some way were also exposed

· Exposure was also used to get rid of children whose paternity was unclear or undesirable
The early believers took the exposed children and saved some, buried those who had died.
“Consecrated virgins” would take living children in.

Wealthy families would care for children and educate them

“As for us, we have been taught that to expose newly born children is the action of wicked men...We refuse to do this, first, because we see that almost all so exposed - boys as well as girls - are brought up for prostitution. As the ancients are said to have reared herds of oxen, or goats, or sheep, or grazing horses, so now we see that you rear children for this shameful purpose.” Justin Martyr - Second Century 
When the Magi traveled across the desert following the star in the sky

They entered a world where power and wealth were what mattered

The understanding of Jew and Gentile alike was:  If you had God’s favor or in the Roman case the favor of the gods you would be healthy, wealthy, and powerful

Jesus cut right across that view

He was born in the humblest of settings

Surrounded by shepherds and animals

He was not wealthy

He was not powerful

For the rest of his earthly life Jesus lived and taught that love was what would matter in the Kingdom of God

Not too long before he hung upon the cross – the world/people will know you are my followers

“If you love one another.”

Love was THE trade mark of followers of Jesus

Somewhere around 25 years after Jesus’ death and resurrection the Apostle Paul wrote these famous words
“If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 

If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.”  (1 Corinthians 13:1-3 NLT)
Paul was saying:

You can think that you have game

You can talk like you have game
You even try and look like you have game
If you’re not doing what you’re doing because 

Always doing what’s best for the other person – regardless of the cost

Love that changes everything about life

When you bow down and worship Jesus like the Magi – You will be changed
I can’t believe the Magi returned home the same

When you encounter Jesus, it will change you
