Mountainside Discipleship
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  
Matthew 5:6

We’re looking at Jesus first recorded teaching 
The Sermon on the Mount 

The teaching is the longest He gave

What he expects from his disciples

Right from the beginning he wanted people to understand what they were signing up for

His disciples understanding what was expected was important because He was going to develop disciples whose whole task was to make disciples

Jesus directive to the band of disciples was to make disciples who would make disciples who would make disciples.

Disciples making disciples who made disciples was how the Jesus movement – “The Way” was going to circle the globe

The first portion of the Sermon on the Mount is referred to as the “Beatitudes”
The Beatitudes describe the work Jesus wants to do to/in our heart

When Jesus has done adequate work on our hearts then the nature and character of Jesus begins to shine.
The work that must be done in our heart is not a onetime event
It is a process

A life-long process

Pray
Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”

Matthew 5:1-6 (NIV 1984)

Blessed could be written: “God approves …”

God’s approval is on those who recognize that they are spiritual beggars with nothing to offer
God’s approval is on those who feel sorrow and guilt and grief over their sin

God’s approval is on those who have humility and self-control flowing in their heart.
God’s approval is on those who whole heatedly and persistently pursue righteousness

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness
Let’s look at the ideas of hunger and thirst / righteousness 

Hunger and thirst are 2 of the 4 basic needs

Air, water, food, sleep – some add a 5th shelter
Not only needs but drives

Try to stop breathing … try to stop sleeping 

W/O hunger and thirst people stop eating

We have people from our church whose mind no longer processed eating and drinking

They forgot to/forgot OR they forgot how to
50 or so days before this teaching of Jesus he had been baptized 
After His baptism he was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 

Fasted water and food for 40 days

At the end of the 40 days he became hungry and thirsty
So hungry that the Devil tempted Him to turn stones into bread 

Temptation isn’t temptation unless it’s temptation 

Let’s say the thought comes to me:
· Drive your car 120 mph – not a temptation to me because I’m a coward
· Steal that tool – not a temptation because it goes against a core value
When Joseph was tempted by his boss’s wife – it was a temptation because it was tempting

The point

Jesus was hungry, he wanted food so bad that the temptation to turn stone into bread was real

He had to fight it off

Jesus knew what it was like to be desperate for food and water

Not too long after experiencing hunger and thirst that experience came to His mind
He uses His experience of hunger and thirst to drive home how desperate His disciples would need to be for Righteousness
If you are going to be my disciple, you will need to learn to relentlessly pursue righteousness
You’ll need to hunger and thirst for righteousness
Over the centuries there has been considerable debate about what the word righteousness is referring to

One camp – Jesus righteousness becomes our righteousness when we surrender our lives to follow Him

That is true
BUT I don’t think that is what Jesus is referring to

At this point in Jesus ministry and the life of his disciples no one had a clue that he was anything but an itinerant rabbi who God was using to heal people
No one knew anything about him living a sinless life
Dying on a cross

All that was three years away

The righteousness that Jesus is pointing to is righteousness about how a person lives

Righteousness is about a life of obedience 

Righteousness is about living in a way that honors God

Live like Jesus would live 

BUT He’s referring to MORE than living righteously 

Living with my heart right

“I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20 (NIV 1984)
How can my righteousness be better than the righteousness of the professional righteous guys?

NT Greek tests – scores would be 400-500 points – Final 800 points
479/500

Righteousness matters
Living obediently matters

BUT what’s happening in my heart matters too

BUT it’s not just what’s in my heart

What I do and say matters

Quality Assurance at Boeing isn’t about constructing an airplane with the right heart

Constructing an airplane righteously matters

“He didn’t construct the wing right, but his heart was sure in it!”

When building an airplane, a person’s attitude and motive doesn’t matter

· He’s just doing this because he’s greedy

· He’s just working hard to show off, get promoted …

What matters – Did she put the plane together correctly?
But the heart matters
“The eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.” 2 Chronicles 16:9 (NIV 1984)

“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” Proverbs 4:23 (NIV 1984)

“Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.” Matthew 12:34 (NIV 1984)

If we want to change the words we use, we must change what our heart is full of

What spills over the top comes out of our mouth

What is going on in our heart matters 
BUT there’s a problem our hearts can be manipulative and deceptive 

“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.” Jeremiah 17:9 (NIV 1984)

I can convince myself that my heart is right – often I don’t need to work very hard to convince myself

“It’s OK to do that.”

“I’m not hurting anyone.”

“They deserve me being mad at them.”

Not only do I convince myself --- I try to convince others that my heart is right

Excuses, justifications, defensiveness 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.’” 

“He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.”  John 12:1-6 (NIV 1984)

Judas wanted the money for himself, but he tried to convince everyone else that he was concerned about the poor

· Adam blamed eve

· Cain declared that he wasn’t his brother’s keeper

· David ordered Uriah home from war, so Uriah would sleep with his wife and cover up David’s seduction of Uriah’s wife
Our hearts can be so deceptive that Jesus instructed the disciples in the “Practice of Secrecy” that well look at in a few weeks. 

Because our hearts can deceive us it is imperative that we relentlessly present our hearts to Jesus for his work. 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Psalms 139:23-24 (NIV 1984)

The deceptive nature of our hearts should take us right back to the first Beatitude
· Recognizing and admitting that we are spiritual beggars

· Mourn over our heart and what we’ve thought or done or said

· Humbly pursuing and applying self-control

Sometimes when someone goes in to see a doctor the doctor asks: “Why are you here today?”
Present yourself to Jesus – “Let’s do a little diagnosis here.” 
This is where the Scriptures come in and you know what?  
YOU SHOULD …. READ YOUR BIBLE!
“The word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12 (NIV 1984)

What we think, say, and do matters AND what is happening in our heart, our motives, and attitudes matter
Q1 ---- Right w/ wrong heart
Pulled over by WSP 
Q4 ---- Wrong w/ right heart
“Your hair is darker than it was last week.”

I have a missionary friend who followed legal advice in a financial dealing but what she did was illegal.

The judge sentenced her to spend time in the women’s prison in Oregon and then the judge worked to help her pay her penalties and get exonerated

“I have no choice but to sentence you to this time in prison.  What you did was illegal, but I will do everything I can to remedy what has happened.”

Q3 ---- Wrong w/ wrong heart

Most of us live in Q1 and Q2 

Ultimate goal 

Q4 --- Right w/ right heart

Right w/ wrong heart vs Right w/ right heart

“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.”
“Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything– all she had to live on.’” Mark 12:41-44 (NIV 1984)

Application 

If I’m hungering and thirsting to have my heart right I will do what I need to have my heart changed. 

Jesus, my heart is deceptive … I’m nothing but a beggar

<Have mercy on me a sinner.>
· Don’t run from guilt and shame --- lean into it --- let it propel you to Jesus

· Regularly admit that you are no better or no worse than anyone else

· Don’t ever use who you are or what you have to your advantage

· Persistently pursue obedience with right motives and attitudes
