Mountainside Discipleship

Blessed are the pure in heart

Matthew 5:8

The Sermon on the Mount was Jesus’ detailed description of what was expected of one of his disciples
How his disciples would think, attitudes that they would have, what their priorities would be and how they would treat people.

The idea of a disciple is a person who learns every detail of how a teacher thinks and lives

Understanding why the teacher does what he does
Why the teacher says yes to certain things and no to other things

The disciple is so forcefully influenced and instructed by the teacher that the disciple becomes a copy of the teacher

The disciple learning from the teacher is referred to as discipleship

Jesus is constantly at work in our lives to make micro adjustments to how we think, our attitudes, our emotions, the words we use, our priorities …
“Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion—it is a daily process whereby you grow to be more and more like Christ.” Billy Graham

Ultimately each of us will not look like Jesus but act, feel, think, and talk like Jesus

Too often followers of Jesus are confused about what Jesus is doing in their life and what a disciple of Jesus lives like
“While many Christians say they want to become more like Jesus, the Jesus they’re imagining is largely a modern (and American) religious and cultural construct.”  
“He’s a Jesus who wants us to be good people, work an honest job, go to church as often as we can, be wise with our money, save up enough to retire well, raise well-behaved kids who don’t drink or party or have sex before marriage, and be nice to our neighbors while seeking justice for our enemies.” 
“But the short-haired, dark-skinned, unmarried peasant who received the death penalty for treason- the Jesus of the Bible- neither modeled this nor taught it.” Preston Sprinkle

Rabbit Trail/Side comment about discipleship – talk to parents and grandparents for a minute
I don’t know if you realize this or not, but the primary responsibility for discipleship belongs to parents and grandparents

The primary responsibility for discipleship is not the job of Young Life or Kid’s Quest or youth group or a Christian school or a Christian university.

Young Life, a youth group, Kid’s Quest, or Island Christian Academy have a part to play
But the part is a supporting role not

The responsibility rests primarily on the parents and grandparents

Parents and Grandparents – What are you doing to help your kids/grandkids grow as disciples?

Are you praying for them?

Are you modeling them?

Are you challenging them?

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” (Matthew 5:3-8 NIV)

The idea of “Blessed” is God approves

God approves of the poor in spirit 
God approves of those who recognize that they are nothing more than spiritual beggars
God approves of those who mourn
God approves of those who grieve over their sins
God approves of those who are meek
God approves of those who realize that they are no better/worse, more important /less important – who are not going to manipulate people
God approves of those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
God approves of those who ravenously pursue doing the right thing with the right heart
God approves of those who are merciful
God approves of those who show mercy to others regardless of the cost
God approves of those who have a pure heart
A pure heart? REALLY
What're the chances of that?
Ivan Turgenev, the nineteenth-century Russian novelist
I do not know what the heart of a bad man is like.

But I do know what the heart of a good man is like.

And It is terrible.

Let’s talk about: PURE HEART
What was the reference point for the disciples?
When they heard Jesus say “Pure in Heart” what did they think of?

Here are some of the Scriptures that these Jewish people might have been familiar with

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” Proverbs 4:23 (NIV)

“LORD, who may enter your Holy Tent?

Who may live on your holy mountain?

Only those who are innocent and who do what is right.” 
Psalms 15:1-2 (NCV)

“Who may go up on the mountain of the LORD?

Who may stand in his holy Temple?

Only those with clean hands and pure hearts, who have not worshiped idols, who have not made promises in the name of a false god.” Psalms 24:3-4 (NCV)

 “Truly God is good … to the pure in heart.” Psalms 73:1 (MEV)

PURE
Unmixed
Metals that weren’t mixed – Alloy – Brass ornaments and bells and statues – copper and zinc
Play-Doh – anyone who has kids/grandkids and play-doh

This is “pure.”

This is “mixed.”

Clear water
Grain that had been winnowed, 
Feelings that are unmixed
"No one can serve two masters. The person will hate one master and love the other, or will follow one master and refuse to follow the other. You cannot serve both God and worldly riches.” Matthew 6:24 (NCV)

You can’t serve two masters

You can’t serve God and money

Pure
Unmixed

Not diluted/tainted
Not trying to serve two masters
HEART
The heart is the center of a person’s innermost being
It includes the mind, emotions and the will but is more 

The heart also is about motives, priorities, passions 
“The word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12 NIV)

It is part of the soul of man, but the soul is more than the heart
The heart is that part of a person that shapes a person’s life
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul …”

Deuteronomy 6:5 MEV (Dt 26:16; Matt 22:37; Mk 12:30, 33)

“Believe me in my heart!”
“A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.” Luke 6:45 (NIV)
Put it together

Pure Heart
“Flee youthful desires and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 2 Timothy 2:22 (MEV)

· Moral purity – Flee and pursue

· Spiritual integrity – Righteousness, faith, love, and peace

· Separation from evil
· Dedication to God

A PURE HEART IS AN:  Unmixed – untainted – unpolluted center of who I am
“Blessed are those who are pure, not only on the surface but in the center of their being and at the source of every activity.” Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Motives are not mixed or diluted --- Single-mindedness
Bible Professor RVG Tasker defines the pure in heart as ‘the single-minded, who are free from the tyranny of a divided self’.
The opposite of pure of heart -- could be described as double-mindedness

That’s how Jesus’ brother James describes a mixed heart, tainted, impure – he calls it double-minded

“A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.” James 1:8 (MEV)
Single-minded heart -- Focus, concentration, sincerity.
Let me introduce another idea ---- Hypocrisy 

Our word for hypocrite comes from directly from the Greek word of Jesus’ time – hupo-kri-tes. 

The word was most commonly used in the theater. 

Hypokrites – were the people who were actors on a stage

Sepphoris

The word hypocrite is used 17 times in the New Testament. 
Every single time it's used, Jesus uses it.
Saying/claiming one thing – living another way

How I live is the real – what I say or portray is a MASK

“It is clear from the literary records that it was Jesus alone who brought this term hypocrisy and the corresponding character into the moral record of the Western world. It is ironic that even when, precisely when, we criticize the church for producing hypocrites, we pay tribute to this Man Jesus whose teaching gave us the picture of hypocrisy that shapes our moral understanding 2,000 years later.” Dallas Willard

Phantom of the Opera - Masquerade Party
Masquerade!
Paper faces on parade . . .
Masquerade!
Hide your face so; the world will never find you!

God approves of those whose hearts are unmixed, unpolluted, focused 
God approves of those who don’t wear masks!


The big question that hangs over each of our heads is: “How can we ever have a ‘pure heart’?”
When we consider the condition of our heart

When we consider mixed motives

Roller coaster of devotion

Double-mindedness
HOW IN THE WORLD CAN WE EVER HAVE A PURE HEART?

That’s the point of the Beatitudes!
My inability to be what Jesus expects and what I’m destined to be --- drives me right back to my spiritual poverty

When I detect my heart, when I grasp what goes on in my heart it drives me right back to the first of the Beatitudes

My heart is impure – I’m nothing but a spiritual beggar

Put everything together … 

If you and I are spiritual beggars who grieve

If you and I recognize that we are no better/worse – more important/less important

If you and I don’t manipulate people

If you and I are hungry to do the right things from the right heart

If you and I show mercy – everywhere no matter the cost
You and I are approaching a “pure heart.”

We are making progress

Every one of us was born into this world selfish/sinful – “Mine, Mine, Mine.”

We are going to be in charge – parent tells us to do something --- “NO!”

No one must teach a child to lie

We’re born sick in our heart

Jesus came not just to teach us 

Jesus came to forgive

Jesus came to die – in doing so – killing the disease of sin

He’s the medicine for the cancer of sin
NOT that He has – HE IS the cure

Jesus, Here I am …

When I said yes to Jesus – the first dose of medicine was poured into me

Daily another dose

The next day another dose

