Mountainside Discipleship

Blessed are the peacemakers

Matthew 5:9

The Sermon on the Mount is the longest and most famous of Jesus teachings

Possibly what we have is a portion of a talk that lasted a few hours
The passages are Jesus’ detailed description of what was expected of one of his disciples
The passages describe: How his disciples would think, attitudes that they would have, what their priorities would be and how they would treat people.

The idea of a disciple is a person who learns every detail of how a teacher thinks and lives

Understanding why the teacher does what he does

Why the teacher says yes to certain things and no to other things

The disciple is so powerfully influenced and instructed by the teacher that the disciple becomes a copy of the teacher

Ultimately every Jesus follower will act, feel, think, and talk like Jesus

As he began traveling, people were traveling 20, 30, 40 – 70 miles on foot to hear him teach, see him heal people and seek healing.

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee he called four men to leave their jobs and family and follow him

A short time later he looked behind him and there was a crowd following him
So, he climbed up a hill – he, and the four disciples he had at the time, sat down and he began to teach them
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”
Here’s what we’ve learned so far

The idea of “Blessed” is God approves or God’s hand of approval is on …
God approves of the poor in spirit

God approves of those who recognize that they are nothing more than spiritual beggars

God approves of those who mourn

God approves of those who grieve over their sins

God approves of those who are meek

God approves of those who realize that they are no better/worse, more important /less important – who are not going to manipulate people

God approves of those who hunger and thirst for righteousness

God approves of those who ravenously pursue doing the right thing with the right heart

God approves of those who are merciful

God approves of those who show mercy to others regardless of the cost

God approves of those who have a pure heart

God approves of those whose hearts are unmixed, unpolluted, focused 

God approves of those who don’t wear masks!

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

Matthew 5:3-9 (NIV 1984)

Peacemaker?
Peacemaking?

Me make peace with my enemy?

Me make peace with someone I disagree with?
Making peace with someone who has done wrong to me?

Peacemaking was a novel idea

In 1st Century Israel and in the Roman Empire everyone was involved conflict. – conflict was a way of life
Among the Jewish people there were four distinct groups who had very different ideas and agendas about how to solve Israel’s problems

Each of the groups were intent on reforming Israel – “Make Israel Great Again!”
Each of the groups believed that Israel was on the wrong track – they each had different reasons the nation was on the wrong track 
Animosity abounded – There was more than enough to go around
Pharisees – Through obedience to the Law ordinary people could be right with God – Could be “Blessed.”
Sadducees – Through Temple worship and the sacrifices people could be right with God – Could be “Blessed.”
Essenes – Disgusted with liberalism and spiritual lethargy they fought for reform – but instead of staying involved and encouraging reform they withdrew to the desert – wilderness.

Those who withdrew to the wilderness could be “Blessed.”

Zealots – Tax revolt – Judas Iscariot – Judas of the Iscariots –  the Sicarii were a cadre of assassins among Jewish revolutionary’s intent on driving the Romans out of Judea by force. 
Then, of course, there was the division between Jews and Samaritans 

The emotional and relational culture of the day was:

· Blessed is my way of thinking, my tribe, my theological group, my philosophical group

· Blessed are those who are right – like me
· Blessed are those who get their way 

· Blessed are those who win
John the Baptist, while in prison for rebuking the King, clung to the idea that Jesus came to win
He sent his disciples to Jesus to find out – “Are you the one?” meaning “Are you the one who is going to straighten everything out?”
The day that Jesus fed the 5,000 with the fish and bread, the miracle of multiplying the food convinced some of the people who saw the miracle that Jesus was the promised Messiah.  

He was going to make things right!

“Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone.”  (John 6:14-15 NASB)
Jesus was the one who was going to straighten everything out.
As Jesus withdrew it was like he was saying: 

“No, no, no! you do not understand. Blessed are the peacemakers. My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, then My citizens would be fighting for this sort of thing. But it is not that; you are entirely wrong in your whole outlook on life.”

Blessed are the peacemakers
What is a peacemaker?

What isn’t a peacemaker

· A peacemaker isn’t just someone who is passive
· Just letting everyone run over them and take advantage of them.

· Peacemaking isn’t denying a conflict, frustration, or broken relationship
· Pretending that the conflict doesn’t exist

· Peace isn’t a ceasefire – Let’s just stop fighting
· You go away and stew on what’s bothering you

· I’ll stew on what is bothering me

· You can get bitter by yourself

· I’ll just get bitter by myself

· OF COURSE, I’LL TRY AND GET AS MANY PEOPLE ON MY SIDE AS I CAN!

· Peace isn’t pushing people away, running from, hiding from conflict or hard relationships

Peacemaking is not the way most people work 
Peacemaking is not the cultural way

Peacemakers are blessed because they are so absolutely unlike everybody else.

People are not typically peacemakers because peacemaking is a spiritual attitude, spiritual action that comes from a heart filled with and in tune with the Spirit

“The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man’s judgment.”  1 Corinthians 2:14-15 (NIV 1984)

Tear that verse apart
In mid-February Joy Behar from the TV show “The View” accused Vice President Mike Pence of “mental illness” because he said that he hears from God. 

“It’s one thing to talk to Jesus; it’s another thing when Jesus talks to you. That’s called mental illness, if I’m not correct,” said Behar.

Peacekeeping is one of those things that “come from the Spirit.”

Jesus’s brother James wrote about peacemaking this way
“If you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.”  James 3:14-18 (NIV 1984)

A peacemaker strives to have their heart, words, actions, and attitude what it should be.

A peacemaker

· A peacemaker will work to solve conflict, disagreements, and broken relationships

· A peacemaker speaks the truth, speaks what needs to be spoken, but without malice

· The word peacemaker could be written “founder of peace” – seeks to “found” peace
· A peacemaker lives a life of mercy and forgiveness

· Instead of fanning the flames of conflict, brokeness the person uses their influence to bring about reconciliation

· A peacemaker actively works to bring peace, create peace, reconcile relationships
“God blesses those who work for peace”

Life Application Bible notes say this:

“God calls his children to be peacemakers. This involves action, not just passive compliance. Peacemakers actively work for peace, to cause reconciliation, to end bitterness and strife. This peace is not appeasement but dealing with and solving problems to maintain peace. Arrogant, selfish people do not concern themselves with peacemaking.”
“Peacemaking is neither being “nice” (as defined today), nor is it “tolerance” (again as defined today); rather, it is an active entrance into the middle of warring parties for the purpose of creating reconciliation and peace.” Turner
Let me push on the pattern of what Christians have often done in our world

Christians have often failed to be peacemakers

On a personal level, they’ve failed to forgive and make peace with the family, spouse, neighbors, co-workers

On a large scale, the church has at times been the instigator of division, conflict, confusion, and strife

If God’s hand of approval is on the peacemaker – then the opposite is true 
God’s disapproval is on those that stir up trouble 
Peacemaking happens in number of arenas 
The first arena
Personal Relationships

Relationships that are broken, where there is conflict, bitterness, resentment

Peacemaking is about what is going on in a person’s heart NOT what is going on between people.

What is going on between people wouldn’t be going on if it wasn’t for what was going on in people’s hearts.

You can’t control the other person’s heart, but you can control your heart.

You can’t control the other person’s attitude, but you can control your attitude.

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord. 
On the contrary:

‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.’
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
Romans 12:17-21 (NIV 1984)
The second arena
Conflicts that you are not part of

How can you help?
How can you coach?

Can you work to bring the parties together?
The third arena
Large picture items
· Racial conflicts
· Political conflicts

· Philosophical conflicts

· Am I helping or hurting – uniting or dividing on racial issues?
· Can I discuss issues with someone I differ with without resorting to name calling, anger, and assumptions?
· How can I help the discussion around gun rights? 
In theory – the “Blessed” peacemakers primary concern is always the glory of God
The peacemaker thinks about the glory of God

The peacemaker works for, strives for the glory of God

How does this work out in life – practically
Listen, listen, listen – LEGAL PAD
“My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.” James 1:19-20 (NIV 1984)

“Listening, really listening, might just be the most subversive, but powerful, part of a Jesus person’s witness in today’s megaphone culture.” Scott Harris
Bite your tongue
 ½ of what we say should not be said – EVER


The other ½ should be postponed

When you speak, speak life
“The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” Proverbs 18:21 (NIV 1984)
Peacemaking might be the place you are stuck. 

Not on poor in spirit, not mourning, not meekness, not hungering after righteousness, not mercy…. but right here – conflict. 

As we get ready to leave --- becoming PEACEMAKERS

Listening, speaking less, speaking life
Let’s tie together what we’ve studied so far
If you and I are spiritual beggars who grieve

If you and I recognize that we are no better/worse – more important/less important

If you and I don’t manipulate people

If you and I are hungry to do the right things from the right heart

If you and I show mercy – everywhere no matter the cost

You and I are approaching a “pure heart.”

If all of this is happening in our heart – we will strive to be peacemakers
We won’t be able to do anything else!
Last thought – If I’m not being a peacemaker

I need to go right back to the first beatitude and admit I have nothing spiritually to bring to the table

My goodyness amounts to nothing

