Mountainside Discipleship

Lust, Divorce, and Oaths

Matthew 5:27-37

We have been working line by line through Jesus’ first and longest teaching, “The Sermon on the Mount.”

When the “sermon” was given, Jesus only had four disciples and a crowd of people following Him.

The “Sermon on the Mount” is a detailed description of the expectations of a disciple of Jesus.

A couple of weeks ago we looked closely at the foundational statement Jesus spoke that will take us through the next 2.5 chapters

Here’s the verse that is foundational to understanding and applying today’s verses.

“I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-20 NIV)

The only way that anyone’s righteousness surpasses or exceeds the righteousness of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law is if they do the right things with the right heart.

“Surpass” is about the heart.

We’re going to cover three ideas today
They are separate ideas/topics - But they are linked to each other

We’re going to take each one of these separately … you’ll see how they are linked
Before we do

Each paragraph/idea/topic starts the same way …
“You have heard that it was said … It has been said … You have heard that it was said to the people long ago …”
Jesus is referring to the moral and ethical law given by Moses that was passed from generation to generation 

Jesus moves from the “letter” of the law to the “spirit” of the law
The “letter” of the law is … 100 yards for a humpback whale, 200 yards for a killer whale, 500 yards for a North Atlantic right whale
The “spirit” of the law is don’t do anything that will harm or endanger a whale
Each one of the areas that we are going to look at is diametrically opposed to how culture views and lives life
COMPLETELY - not just a little bit askew, not just a little different --- COMPLETELY CONTRARY.

The culture has become so embedded in our thinking, view of life, the way we see things that the teachings of Jesus are radical and, in some ways, unacceptable to many of the people in “Christendom.”

C.S. Lewis, who I love to quote wrote these words.
A typical Christian in our affluent culture “feels that he is 'finding his place in it,' while really it is finding its place in him.”

The three Statements/Topics/Ideas --- Lust, Divorce, and Oaths

“You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.” 
Remember Jesus is addressing what is going on in a person’s heart

What is going on in the heart is COMES out in life

JESUS says: “Let’s dig a little deeper here.”
“You may not have committed adultery, but I bet …”
Jesus moves from the “letter of the law”- ADULTERY - to the “spirit of the law” – LUST
Jesus is not trying to understate the seriousness of adultery

Nor is Jesus is trying to overstate the seriousness of lust

Lust and adultery have the same seed

· The seed sin of lust can ultimately end in the sin of adultery

· Lust and adultery are both punishable offenses

Jesus isn’t saying that they are the same

· Lust and adultery come from the same seed sin, but they are different in severity and destruction
· Which is preferable?  Your husband to tell you that he’s had lustful thoughts or that he committed adultery?

Gouge it out and cut it off … hyperbole – exaggerated statement to make a point – overstatement

The sin of adultery and the seed sin of lust are so terrible and destructive that a person should do whatever they need to do to eradicate the seed sin of lust from their heart.
Kill the snake while it is in the egg!

“Dillydallying is deadly.”

Lust does is not satisfied by feeding it.

Lust is an irritant … this little niggly that keeps annoying someone
Walking through the mall and the smell of the Cinnabon plants thought … You want me, you know that you do … 
Cartoon cloud finger coaxing the culprit over
Lust is not about recognizing beauty or appreciating and admiring beauty. 
Lust is about consumption – Lust is a sin of consumption 
Lust works on the “Law of Diminishing Returns.”

Feed lust, and there is a return - payout – payday – benefit

 If there was no payday, people wouldn’t lust
Payout or Return is emotional, hormonal, physical
Every time lust is fed the return is less; the return is diminished.

Lust must be fed increasingly to get the same return

Each time the return is less

Yet the compulsion is to feed it more

“If you think or act adultery, you do not satisfy the sex urge; you pour oil on a fire to quench it.” E. Stanley Jones
Where does this leave me? 
Where does this leave you?

Jesus, I’m a spiritual beggar.

Jesus moves from lust to divorce
“It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” 

There were two schools of thought in Jesus day among the Jews.

Those of the school of “Shammai” taught that the only acceptable reason for divorce was uncleanness/immorality.
· The OT law was that adultery was punishable by death

· Remember the situation with the woman caught in the act of adultery – the religious leaders wanted to stone her

· The teaching of the school of the Rabbi Shammai doesn’t follow the strict letter of the Law. 
The other was the school of “Hillel” that taught divorce was permitted for any reason if a certificate was given.

· Paul was from the school of Hillel and was trained by Gamaliel, Hillel’s grandson.
· Most Jews lived according to the school of Hillel
· A man could divorce his wife for any reason he wanted to.

· The only qualifier was that the husband would write her a certificate of divorce.  
· He had to “server her papers.”

Rabbi Akiba said:

“If any man saw a woman handsomer than his own wife, he might put his wife away; because it is said in the law, If she find not favor in his eyes.”
Josephus, the famous 1st-century Jewish historian, shares his own divorce story with surprising indifference and callousness:

“About this time, I put away my wife, who had borne me three children, not being pleased with her manners.”
Can you see how lust and divorce were tied in Jesus thought

I see a woman … I don’t commit adultery

But … I compare

Wow! Look at her … I want her … Oh, I wish I could have her!
The practice of the law
This woman is defective
I want that one
Give your wife a “certificate” and go get the one you want

“Anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality ---- makes her a victim of adultery.”
Jesus assumes that the woman will find another husband, thus committing adultery.

· What choices did she have?

· She must find someone who will care for her 

· She has no viable means of support

· She was then on her own, left to family charity, to begging or to find some man to care for her
The man who marries her was also committing adultery - and “Anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”
What’s that all about?

Jesus is teaching … if there is no immorality the man and woman are still married

You can’t just serve someone papers because they don’t iron your underwear!

You can’t just serve your wife papers because she left the iron on your undies and now you have a hole in them!

Right now, some of you are having a BWA moment 

But what about abuse?

But what about addictions, alcoholism, fraud …?

Jesus isn’t addressing those issues he’s addressing the practice of:

“She doesn’t please me!  She doesn’t make me happy!”

The “letter of the law” allowed divorce if papers were served. 
The “spirit of the law” had to do with the immoral and devastating way that women were treated.
· You are not going to treat a woman that way.

· You are not going to treat your wife as an object of your pleasure
· She may be displeasing to you, but you cannot put her away.

· That you would promise life and then throw her out or him out is unacceptable 
The grammatical structure of Jesus’ statement is not about what she does but about what he does.

“It has been said, ‘Any man who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' But I tell you that any man who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, he makes her the victim of adultery, and any man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” 
Because of the man’s actions, the woman is exposed to and suffers wrong.
Jesus was addressing the extreme end of a man’s attitude towards his wife – serve her “papers” and move on

Move back a few steps

Jesus is addressing an attitude that “my wife is put on this earth to please me and if she doesn’t please me …”
Move back a few more steps 

Jesus is addressing an attitude among men that women “are to be seen and not heard” and that women are for men’s pleasure

Beth Moore is a Bible teacher who I follow on Twitter

She is so insightful and has such high integrity, an amazing leader
Over the last couple of months, she has posted Tweets that made me wonder what she was getting at. 

To these brothers who may have ears open enough to hear from a sister who has come to love you & see glimpses of hope in you that maybe you’ll be willing to grapple with the tension glaringly present in the NT regarding women, I say to you with respect:  Fix this, in Jesus’ Name.
This week she wrote a letter to Christian leaders …
It is this attitude – this spirit behind divorce that Jesus was referring to

Jesus is directly referring to men because they had the power of divorce 
Men had the power to mistreat women

Today women have some power to mistreat men – a wife can, and women do mistreat their husbands
Neither is acceptable for a disciple of Jesus

A man who is a disciple cannot just “serve a woman papers.”

A woman who is a disciple cannot just “serve a man papers.”

Let’s go back to the Beatitudes
Fourth Century Archbishop of Constantinople John Chrysostom connected the Beatitudes and Jesus’ words on divorce. 

“For he that is meek, and a peacemaker, and poor in spirit, and merciful, how shall he cast out his wife? He that is used to reconcile others, how shall he be at variance with her that is his own?”
If the Beatitudes are working in my heart
I’m a spiritual beggar, who grieves over my sin, who has a meek attitude – no better or no more important, I show mercy, I want to do the right thing with the right heart, I’m out to reconcile 

I will not mistreat or take advantage of anyone – not a man, not a woman and certainly not my spouse

Let’s move to the last idea … Oaths
“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.' But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. All you need to say is simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.” (Matthew 5:27-37 NIV)
The kind of oath taking that Jesus is referring to suggests that a person’s words cannot be trusted.
“I swear by heaven I’m telling the truth.”

“I swear by earth I’m telling the truth.”

“I swear by Jerusalem; I’m telling the truth.”

There was a practice among the spiritual leaders of dissecting their oaths
If you swore on the Temple that you were telling the truth, or you promised to do something, it was not binding

But if you swore by the gold in the Temple, it was binding

If a person swore by the altar that they were telling the truth, or they promised – “I swear by the altar” – non-binding

If they swore upon the offering – “I swear on the offering on the altar that I’m telling the truth” - Binding

Today
I swear on my mother’s grave!

I swear on the Bible.

I “swear to god.”

I swear I’m telling the truth

“Cross my heart, hope to die, stick a needle in my eye.”

People being dishonest and making false pledges try to convince or back up what they are saying by “oaths.”
I swear I promise, I swear to god … are an attempt to convince someone that they are telling the truth

Trying to convince someone that they can be trusted

Others don’t automatically believe you, so you do what you can to convince them by “swearing.”

“Swearing (i.e., oath-taking) is really a pathetic confession of our own dishonesty.” John Stott
Hunter puts it, “Oaths arise because men are so often liars.”
Jesus said: Let your “yes” be “yes” and let your “no” be “no.”
James, Jesus’ brother, says it this way

“My brothers and sisters, above all, do not use an oath when you make a promise. Don't use the name of heaven, earth, or anything else to prove what you say. When you mean yes, say only yes, and when you mean no, say only no so you will not be judged guilty.” James 5:12 (NCV)
“Anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”

If your “yes” is not true – if it can’t be trusted 
Any and every measure you take to convince people that your yes is trustworthy comes from the evil one. 
If your “no” is not true – if it can’t be trusted
And when you “swear to god” and promise and take oaths to try and convince someone that comes from the evil one.
Where does this leave me?
If I lust, if I mistreat other people, if my word is not true
What do I do?

I go straight back to the Beatitudes 

I confess that I’m a spiritual beggar
I mourn my lust and my mistreatment of people and my failure to keep my word
We get caught up with “sins” – anger, lust, greed, revenge, bitterness, adultery, lying
Jesus is concerned with “sin.”

I’m not a sinner because I sin

I sin because I’m a sinner

Jesus came to change that nature

“If anyone belongs to Christ, there is a new creation. The old things have gone; everything is made new!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NCV)
When a person surrenders their life to Jesus
Jesus – here is my past, present, and future

I give everything I am – the good, bad and the ugly

Jesus forgives

He changes our nature

He works to teach us how to live in accordance with our new nature. 
