Mountainside Discipleship

Stay Vulnerable
Matthew 5:38-48
We have been working line by line through Jesus’ first and longest teaching, “The Sermon on the Mount.”

When the teaching was given, Jesus only had four disciples and a crowd of people following Him.

The “Sermon on the Mount” is a detailed description of the expectations of a disciple of Jesus.

Jesus starts the topic today in his typical way by saying: “You have heard that it was said …”
Jesus calls their attention to the moral and ethical law given by Moses 
The “Law” had been passed from generation to generation for the better part of 2,000 years
The moral and ethical law Moses gave them had governed the way the Jewish people lived for generations
The problem is that for centuries they had practiced the “letter of the law” but they had neglected the “spirit of the law” 
Jesus moves from the “letter” of the law to the “spirit” of the law
Parable of the Good Samaritan illustrates the tension between the “letter of the Law” and “the spirit of the law”

An expert in the “letter of the law” “stood up and tested him saying, Teacher what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

What does the “letter of the Law say?”  
Will you hold to the “letter of the Law?”

Are you a “letter of the law” guy?

Jesus asks the lawyer – “What does the “letter of the Law say?”

The lawyer – “Love the Lord … Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Jesus responded – You got the “letter of the Law.”
The lawyer – “Who is my neighbor?”  ---- What is the “letter of the law” when it comes to loving my neighbor?

Jesus tells the Parable … Priest, Levite and then a Samaritan.

Letter of the Law is … Jesus points to the spirit of the Law – If someone is in need – YOU HELP THEM!

YOUR HELPING THEM TRUMPS EVERY OTHER LAW

Last week we peered in as Jesus drilled down to the spirit of the law in the areas of lust, divorce and being a person of your word.
Today we’re going to see Jesus drill down to the spirit of the law in retaliation or getting even.

His teachng about retaliation and vengeance is diametrically opposed to how culture views and lives life
COMPLETELY - not just a little bit askew, not just a little different --- COMPLETELY CONTRARY.

The statements that Jesus makes are so radical that they are often just passed over
20th and 21st century disciples don’t understand them and don’t practice them.

What Jesus says is “shocking” but it is no more shocking to us than to first century people under Jewish leadership and Roman tyranny 
A few weeks ago, we looked at anger … then Jesus talked about lust, divorce, and oaths
Now he goes right back to the subject of animosity, hostility, and broken relationships

Vengeance, retaliation, getting even

You ready?
“You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.”

Read it again … let’s read it aloud together 
One more time …
Turn the other cheek, give someone your shirt and your coat, go two miles, give and loan
The “letter of the law” is an “eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”
The “spirit of the law” is different … the “spirit of the law” goes in a different direction 
Jesus uses a form of hyperbole to describe what a person who has the beatitudes working in their life will do, 
“If my disciples recognize that they are spiritual beggars and if they grieve over their sins and if they realize that they are no better or more important than anyone else and if they won’t manipulate people, if they show mercy and work for peace … they will follow the spirit of the law.”
“Beatitude disciples” are people of the SPIRIT OF THE LAW not people of the LETTER OF THE LAW

Jesus is teaching his followers to always ask “Am I living out the ‘spirit of the law’ as a beatitude disciple.”
Let’s tear Jesus’ statement apart
You heard that it was said, “eye for an eye, and tooth for tooth.”
Jesus is referring to the OT Law given by Moses regarding personal injury and retaliation
So, that we are all on the same page…

Jesus is NOT referring to institutional, national, corporate injury
Jesus is NOT laying down rules for all injuries or dangers or attacks
Jesus is NOT saying “Just let people do whatever they want, to whomever they want, whenever they want.”
There is a very specific point that Jesus is making … it is usually lost to us because of time and culture

The OT Law
“If there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.” (Exodus 21:23-25 NIV)
“Anyone who injures their neighbor is to be injured in the same manner: fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The one who has inflicted the injury must suffer the same injury.”  (Leviticus 24:19-20 NIV)

Law of retaliation – Retaliation can only be equal to the kind and degree of the injury caused – it can’t be greater.
If it’s an eye you can’t take a hand
If it’s a tooth you can’t take an eye

In antiquity retaliation for injuries led to tribal feuds and vendettas and tore families and people groups apart.
The law of retaliation was a law of mercy not a law of punishment and judgement.

For those in the 20th and 21st century an “eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” seems so inhumane
“Really a guy pokes someone’s eye out and we should grab him and poke his eye out?”
It’s hard for us to even begin to fathom the transformation that laws of retaliation brought to society
The impact of the law of retribution moved cultures out of barbarism 

Prior to laws having to do with retaliation – retaliation regularly got out of hand

Let’s say someone was out hunting and they accidently shot one of your cows.

Prior to the laws of retaliation, you’d go over and kill two of their cows – retaliate – make them pay.

They would come visit your farm and kill five cows

You’d go over and burn their barn down.

They’d come over and shoot your son

You’d go over and shoot three or four of their kids

Moses presents God’s people with the law - “Eye for an eye, and tooth for a tooth” - NO MORE
The law of retaliation became the way of culture and life for the Jewish people

They lived “eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth” for centuries

BUT Jesus isn’t interested in the “letter of the law” – an eye for eye, tooth for a tooth
He’s interested in the spirit behind the law

The spirit of the law - “But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.” 
Jesus is poking at the human heart – the heart that screams “What? You’ve go to be kidding! DO NOT RESIST AN EVIL PERSON.”
Spirit of the law
Fight against the need for vengeance, the need to retaliate

Fight against the need to make someone pay for their wrong

Fight against retaliation by loving, giving, loaning
I can sense the BWA questions!
If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 

The “slap” Jesus is referring to is not a slap of violence
The slap is an insult – like in the old movies where someone hits the other person across the cheek with the gloves
Jesus isn’t referring to mugging, or assault — He’s referring to someone “insulting” you

If someone insults you once … don’t retaliate … don’t throw and insult back at them

Turn the other cheek

Don’t spit out insults when they are around

Don’t spit out insults when they are not around

Matter of fact - let them insult you again

The first application of this for a disciple of Jesus … In your home!
If your wife insults you … bite your tongue

If your teenager insults you … bite your tongue
If your sister-in-law or brother-in-law or your cousin insults you … bite your tongue

The Apostle Paul expounds on Jesus’ instructions to believers in Rome who were suffering for being followers of Jesus
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. … Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
On the contrary:

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
You want to get even with someone who insults you?

· Tell them that you love them. 

· Tell them that you are praying for them.

· Tell them that Jesus loves them.

According to Dallas Willard Jesus is telling people: “When someone insults you, do not insult them back but remain vulnerable.”
“Turn the other cheek” is code for staying close enough that they could insult you again
The common reaction when we’re insulted is to throw an insult back and to insulate ourselves from further insults 
Hide, runaway, push the other person away BUT DO NOT LET THEM INSULT YOU AGAIN

Shame on you if they insult you twice!
Jesus is giving the directive to “stay in there” – “don’t run away” – “continue to be vulnerable”

You are at work and someone insults you

You either insult them back or write them off

Jesus is saying – “No you stay right there – you remain vulnerable – let them insult you again!”
Jesus isn’t referring to “passivity”

Jesus isn’t saying that we should turn someone else’s cheek or make someone else vulnerable

He isn’t saying that you just let someone insult your wife or your kids

Jesus isn’t referring to someone trying to do bodily harm to you or others
Jesus isn’t referring to abuse/abusive relationships

Jesus is talking about personal insults thrown at you 
Let them insult you – stay vulnerable and let them insult you a second time.
WHAT?  YOU’VE GOT TO BE KIDDING ME! - BWA
What Jesus is describing is the “Beatitude” way of life
And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 
Jesus illustrates the “beatitude” ethos using hyperbole regarding lawsuits
If anyone wants to sue you for your underwear, give them your sweatshirt too

If you gave them your shirt and your coat – you’d be naked

This is the 2nd time that Jesus has referenced lawsuits – “If your going to court … set down your offering and settle the suit.”
Jesus is saying a similar thing here

Settle the dispute … even if the person is unreasonable!
“The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated?”  (1 Corinthians 6:7 NIV)

I know BWA …
If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 

According to Roman law that was followed by the Jews, a Roman official or soldier could require a Jew or non-Roman person to carry their belongings for them but only for one mile.
Go beyond their expectations 

If someone is: 

Hungry … Feed them – feed them twice 
Thirsty … give him a drink – then give him another drink
I know … BWA — This is counter cultural – this is so backwards to how we look at life
This is the BEATITUDE way

The ETHOS of the BEATITUDES

Jesus is painting a picture to emphasize the ethos that he plans to create 
It’s not an ethos of retaliation …. It’s an ethos of mercy, love, generosity, and vulnerability
The culture of the world is vengeance, get even, pay back 
· “They’re GONNA pay!”
· “They’ll be sorry they ever messed with me.”

The Jesus way – the Beatitude way — Turn the other cheek, carry their stuff, give them your coat too
Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.”

With this line, Jesus pushes back against the culture of materialism.
· Materialism was alive in well in Jesus’ day

· Don’t worry about clothes, houses, storing up treasure on earth
· The spirit was the same as today

· The volume is just different
· We have so much that our garages are full, it’s hard to find storage space to rent

In a couple of weeks “garage sale” season will begin – where people who already have too much will visit other people’s homes to see if they need some of someone else’s too much.
Jesus isn’t creating a new set of rules
If A then B – if they insult you … If they sue you … If they … then
If someone asks you for money that is already committed to pay Les Schwab for your tires
Giving to the one who ask would not be taking from you … it would be taking from Les Schwab 

If you are living the Beatitudes, you’ll be committed to living a life of love
If the Beatitudes are permeating your heart and spirit mercy, peacemaking, you’ll will be light in a dark world and you’ll be salt in a bland and tasteless world
Illustrate – What would this look like if you are seeking to live as a “Beatitude Disciple?”
Co-worker takes credit for something and is promoted instead of you …
What do you do?

Do you do what our culture does and march into HR and demand that you are promoted?

Do you fight and scratch and form a coalition of people against your co-worker?

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. (1 Peter 5:6 NIV)
Neighbor of yours is less than neighborly – draws a line at the property line … Don’t cross it
Then they have a need … 

What do you do?

Dumpster
There is no possible way that Jesus could address all the eventualities
He uses 4 common events for Jewish life in the Roman world to illustrate how a “Beatitude Disciple” would react
A “Beatitude Disciple” doesn’t retaliate

She stays vulnerable – after all she’s merciful

He does whatever needs to be done to settles disputes – he’s a peacemaker

She gives and loans when she’s asked – she’s meek

In my situation right now – How should a “Beatitude Disciple” act and react?
What does remaining vulnerable look like?

