Mountainside Discipleship

Love your enemies

Matthew 5:43-48

We have been working line by line through Jesus’ first and longest teaching, “The Sermon on the Mount.”

When the teaching was given, Jesus only had four disciples and a crowd of people following Him.

The “Sermon on the Mount” is a detailed description of the expectations of a disciple of Jesus.

In a 1958 Dr. Normal Pittenger wrote an article in Christian Century "A Critique of C. S. Lewis."  

One of his criticisms was that Lewis did not “like” the Sermon on the Mount. 
Lewis responded to the criticism
“As to "caring for" the Sermon on the Mount, if "caring for" here means "liking" or enjoying, I suppose no one "cares for" it. 
Who can like being knocked flat on his face by a sledge hammer? 
I can hardly imagine a more deadly spiritual condition than that of a man who can read that passage with tranquil pleasure.” C. S. Lewis
Jesus starts the topic today in using the familiar way: “You have heard that it was said …”
Typically – Jesus has been calling the disciple’s and crowd’s attention to the moral and ethical law given by Moses 

The “Law” that had been passed from generation to generation for the better part of 2,000 years

The moral and ethical law had governed the way the Jewish people lived for generations

Today Jesus doesn’t refer to the moral and ethical law

He refers instead to what had become the accepted practice among the Jewish people

The statement that Jesus makes today is so radical that they are often just passed over

20th and 21st century disciples don’t understand them and don’t practice them.

What Jesus says is “shocking” but it is no more shocking to us than to first century people under Jewish leadership and Roman tyranny 

“At first it appears pious and lukewarm and beautiful, but before long it becomes a ripping and tearing torpedo, it splits to atoms every preconceived notion a man ever had.” Oswald Chambers
We’ve looked at anger, adultery, lust, divorce, and keeping you word
Then we looked at animosity, hostility, and broken relationships
Vengeance, retaliation, getting even
If you were troubled by any of Jesus’ topics so far … 
Today’s topic tops them all
You will probably be poked and prodded at a few times today
“You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:38-48 NIV)

“You had heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’”
I CAN DO THAT!
Jesus final “You have heard that it was said” statement is unique  

It refers to the tradition of the Jewish people – the way the Jewish people lived - but is contrary to the law given by Moses
The law given by Moses directed God’s people to love their enemies.  
(Exod. 23:4f.; Prov. 25:21f.; Gen. 45: 1ff.; 1 Sam. 24:7; 2 Kings 6:22)

“If you come across your enemy’s ox or donkey wandering off, be sure to return it. If you see the donkey of someone who hates you fallen down under its load, do not leave it there; be sure you help them with it.” Exodus 23:4-5 (NIV)
The thinking pattern, the common attitude, and the way they lived was to “hate their enemies.” 

Jewish people were convinced that they were honoring God by rejecting and hating their enemies.

“If they’re enemies of God then they are my enemy too!”
“The time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to God.” John 16:2 (NIV)
Hating your enemy was the Jewish way of life – in the village and in the cities.
With one commandment Jesus rearranges everything 
If you are going to be my followers

If you are going to be a “Beatitude Disciple” 
There is a brand-new way you are going to live - “Love your enemies” - Love those who HATE YOU?
The “Love your enemies” that Jesus is demanding as the way of life for the “Beatitude Disciple” is not just words

Jesus commands the disciples to love with a specific type of love

“Agape” is the word for love that was used to describe God’s love
It is the word for love that describes love that is committed to what is best for someone else
The love Jesus instructs is love without self interest
It is a love that has the other person as the focus 

Jesus is telling them to love a person who may never love them in return
AGAPE love is wanting, choosing, and intentionally doing what is best for someone else.

“Love your enemy!”
You’ve got to be kidding.
Love someone who is out to get me
Love someone whose goal is to make my life miserable 
If love is wanting, choosing, and intentionally doing what is best for someone else

Then Jesus is telling me to love those who want, choose, and intentionally do what is the worst thing for me.
The Jewish people were concentrated on loving someone who would love them in return 
“I love people who are like me!”
“I’ll love nice harmless people, but I’ll get even with people who wrong me!”
The Jewish people had enemies 
If there is a group of people who knew and hated enemies – it was the Jewish people

Over the previous 400 years: The Babylonians, The Persians, The Greeks, The Romans, and the local Samaritans – all of them enemies
When Jesus said: “If someone slaps you on the right cheek, turn the other cheek” — I can buy that 
If I am insulted I can figure out how to stay vulnerable and stay close so that someone could insult me a second time

But “Love my enemy?”
· Love someone who is always “riding me.”

· Love someone who oppresses me and makes my life a “living hell?”

Love your enemy … “It’s just not right!”
· Nobody “loves their enemies”

· It’s stupid

· It can’t be done
Loving your enemy is Jesus’ way

Jesus was continually wanting, choosing, and intentionally doing for people who were against him.
He was committed to what was best for his enemies.

1. One of the women that followed Jesus was Joanna, the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household (Luke 8: 1–4) -- She was one of the women who financed Jesus’ ministry

2. Jesus healed the Roman centurion’s servant (Matt 8: 5–13)
3. He invited himself into the hated tax collector Zacchaeus’ house for dinner
4. When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane and the soldiers were attempting to arrest him, Peter cut off the ear of one of the soldiers Malchus. 
Jesus told the disciples to “Put their swords away”

Then he picked up Malchus’ ear and reattached it

5. Hanging on the cross “Father forgive them, they do not know what they are doing.”
It is interesting that Jesus told the disciples to “Love their enemies” but never told them why.
He never gave a reason … He just told them to “Love your enemies.”
He commanded that “Beatitude Disciples” “love their enemies”
As a “Beatitude Disciple” I will not be an enemy of my enemy.
In the new “Beatitude Disciple” ethic – I will have enemies, but I will not be an enemy of my enemy.
· I will not bully back the bully at school.

· I will not bully in return the project manager who bullies me.

“Love your enemy” is choosing the best for the person who is making your life miserable at work.

“Love your enemy” is a commitment to what is best for the people in your homeowner’s association that call you names and curse you

Enemy love is not natural - If someone is your enemy – you want the worst

I hate to say this but most of us have had moments where “We with that our enemy was dead!”

Hate wants the worst

Love wants the best

“To love enemies breaks through the self barrier into divine space.”  Scot McKnight
Jesus’ second directive … “Pray for those who persecute you.”
Jesus commands them to pray for their enemy who is on the offense
Someone can hate you and be your enemy and leave you alone
Someone who persecutes another person is on the attack
Prayer is the anti-body for bitterness and hatred 

Prayer is fighting an unseen battle
When someone hates so much that they go on the offensive to make your life miserable

There is something behind that hatred and persecution

The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus that had enemies and that was being persecuted.

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 6:10-12 NIV)

2nd century church father John Chrysostom saw the responsibility to pray for our enemies as ‘the very highest summit of self-control’.
Jesus continues:

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
Like it or not God causes the sun to shine and the rain to fall on people who wear white hats and people who wear black hats.

One of the common prayers of the Jewish people was that God would cause the rain to fall and bless their crops AND break the legs of their enemy’s animals.
If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others?
If you love your people … so what!

Most people love those who love them.
The hated tax collectors love their people.

The people without faith love their people.

Luke records similar words Jesus spoke on another occasion:

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full.”

“But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Luke 6:32-36 (NIV)
You might be thinking … that’s all good and well Matt … but no one can live that way.

If we lived that way we’d be overrun by the … Nazi, Communist, Japanese, Taliban, ISIS
Can I challenge you to not worry about North Korea, Russia, ISIS, or the Taliban?
Worrying about … asking BWA … too often sidetracks us from what God is trying to talk to us about
Living and loving this way is impossible UNLESS
I’m a spiritual beggar, who grieves over my sin and who recognizes that I’m no better or more important than anyone else and that people aren’t here to serve me.  If I extend mercy and I want to do what is right with the right heart motive

IF I’m leaning into Jesus as a spiritual beggar ---- Then … I can love those who are bent on hurting me or punishing me.

“Love your enemies and pray for those persecuting you. In this way you take on the nature of your Father, the one in the heavens, who routinely gives good things, such as sunshine and rain, to both the evil and the good, to those who are godly and those who spit in his face” (Matt. 5: 44–45). Dallas Willard
· Who’s the enemy you need to Love?
Who’s person who is persecuting you?
· Who is the person you don’t love?

· Who is the person you don’t greet?

Is your enemy your “ex?”

Is your enemy your “ex boss” who fired you or who promoted someone else?
Is your enemy your competitor who tried to ruin you?

Is your enemy your “ex’s” parents?

Is your enemy the neighbor who brings his dog over to your house, so it can poop in your yard?

Lean into Jesus as a spiritual beggar – HE will teach you
Pray for your enemy

Determine that you will not be an enemy of your enemy!
"You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your friend,' and its unwritten companion, 'Hate your enemy.' I'm challenging that. I'm telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. 
This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that.
“In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up. You're kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.”  (Matthew 5:43-48 MSG)
