Mountainside Discipleship

Your heart follows your treasure

Matthew 6:19-24
We have been working line by line through Jesus’ first and longest teaching, “The Sermon on the Mount.”

When Jesus taught the Sermon on the Mount, he only had four disciples and a crowd of people following Him.

The “Sermon on the Mount” is a detailed description of the expectations of a disciple of Jesus.

We’ve studied the Beatitudes – the heart work that God wants to do in our life so that we can live like Rabbi Jesus in this world.

We’ve looked at Jesus’ perspective and expectations regarding anger, adultery, lust, divorce, and keeping your word
We’ve looked at animosity, hostility, and broken relationships, retaliation, getting even
“I will not be the enemy of my enemies.”

Don’t do what you do to please people - Do what you do to please God. 

When you pray

Remember – Jesus is painting a picture of what a “Beatitude” living disciple is going to look like

Regardless of how other people live

Regardless of how other people worship 

I’M GOING TO SHOW YOU MY WAY

Jesus lays out all the nuances of what it means to be a Beatitude Disciple
This week and next week are tied together

Jesus spend an extended portion of his teaching talking about money, wealth, and material goods

You might not know this, but 16 of Jesus 38 parables were about money, wealth, and material goods
In the accounts of Jesus 1 of every ten verses deals directly with money, wealth, and possessions
OT/NT – 500 verses on prayer, < 500 verses on faith, > 2,000 verses that deal with money and possessions
Jesus never comes down on making money, having money or possessions

What Jesus teaches against is making money, having money, hoarding money, and accumulating possessions having a person
It is not important whether you have money or not – what is important is whether money has you 

As we dig into Jesus’ teaching, I want you to keep in the clear view the fact that Jesus’ statements aren’t being given to wealthy.

The people he spoke these words were probably at absolute best middle class

Many of them would have been lower than that. 
Even in the best of conditions 

· They had no electricity, no running water, no sewers/septic, no insulation, no glass windows

· Cooked on wood or dung
· No refrigeration, prepackaged foods

· No “pantry.”

· No,/limited access to what we would call “clean water.”
· Often they had what they needed for that day

· Sometimes they didn’t know where their next batch of “oil” or fat for their lamp was going to come from
Their way of life was so different that we could just as well be from a different planet
Let’s pray and then dig into Jesus’ teaching
“Don't store treasures for yourselves here on earth where moths and rust will destroy them and thieves can break in and steal them. But store your treasures in heaven where they cannot be destroyed by moths or rust and where thieves cannot break in and steal them.” 
On the hillside by the Sea of Galilee Jesus challenges the early disciples to choose where they would store their treasure

Two options

Store up treasure here on earth

Store up treasure in heaven

Treasure can be anything – retirement account, house, cars, boats, antiques, collections 

“What a man loves, that is his God.  For he carries it in his heart, he goes about with it night and day, he sleeps and wakes with it; be it what it may--wealth or pelf, pleasure or renown.” Luther
Treasure can be anything, but it is mostly money and wealth

Jesus – Don’t store treasure on earth 

It rusts, in molds, it deteriorates

· Mold and mildew were a common problem – there were laws in the OT regarding mold in a house
· Bugs and moths destroyed clothes

· Rats, mice, and other rodents got into the grain and food

· Theft was a common concern

Nothing was secure and safe

Don’t store up treasure when there is no security!
If Jesus were giving this talk today he might say:

Don’t store treasure earth:

you’ll get tired of it
it will soon be last year’s model
it’ll be out of style before you know it
Have you noticed how the treasure you store up always has something seeking to devour it
You get something
· You must insure it
· You must lock it up and protect it

· You must maintain it

· You must upgrade it

· You must feed it and wash it and polish it

· You must accessorize it – AFTERALL - you can’t drive it around with those wheels
“When there is an increase of good things, then there is an increase of those who devour them. 

And what profit have the owners except to see them with their eyes?” Ecclesiastes 5:10-11 (MEV)

Don’t store up treasure on earth INSTEAD - Store up treasure in heaven

· Nothing will cause it to go bad

· It won’t get outdated

· It won’t spoil or be out of style

What is my treasure?
For any of us, the only thing necessary to determine what is “treasure(s) are would be to look at our checking account, our purchases, savings,
They tell a tale

Like an archeologist looking through the ruins

Someone could look through our records, and it will tell a tale about our “TREASURES.”

Inc. Magazine
“I Just Discovered an Amazon Page That Shows Everything You've Ever Ordered From Amazon. It's My Life in $9,588.64 of Online Purchases.”
Jesus makes one of the boldest statements he ever made

 “Your heart will be where your treasure is.”
This is a core truth about life

Wherever you put your treasure …. Your heart will be right there

It is impossible for any of us to put our treasure in one thing and our heart be elsewhere

You can’t do it

You can try … people do it every day
You can kid yourself – live in deception or a fantasy …
It won’t change the facts

Your heart will be where your treasure it!
“I love my wife, but I spend all my time and my money on my ……..”

Golf 

Your heart is really with your ………………
That’s why people say that ………………. Is …. your mistress?
Let’s do a little inventory --- figure out where our treasure it
--- BE HONEST – NO ONE IS READING YOUR THOUGHTS
What do I spend my time thinking about when we have nothing else to do? 

What is the focus of my daydreams? Is it our investments, our position? 
What is it that I worry about most? Is it our home or perhaps our clothing? 
What do I most dread losing? 

What are the things that I measure others by? 

· Do we measure others by their clothing? 

· By their education? 

· By their homes? 

· By their athletic ability or talents? 

· Do we measure others by their success in the business world? 

What is it that I know I cannot live without – if I lost it life wouldn’t be worth living? 

What gives us the greatest pleasures? – “There’s nothing like …”
“The eye is a light for the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are evil, your whole body will be full of darkness. And if the only light you have is really darkness, then you have the worst darkness.”

Jesus uses a metaphor of vision and eyesight to describe having a single purpose in life
If your eye is focused on the right thing, then your whole life will be filled with what is right

If your eye is focused on the wrong thing, then your whole life will be filled with the wrong things

If your eye is focused on storing up treasure in heaven, then your whole life will be filled with storing up treasure in heaven

If your eye is focused on storing up treasure on earth your whole life will be about storing up treasure in heaven

Illustration 

Have you ever heard someone say at a baseball game: “Good eye! Good eye!”

The batter saw what the pitcher was doing … saw the ball coming … focused on the ball … made the right decision

Illustration
Driving – the vehicle goes where you are looking

You look there; you’ll go there

Focus matters

“Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither.” C. S. Lewis
“Let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.” (Hebrews 12:1-2 NLT)

Let’s go on 

“No one can serve two masters. The person will hate one master and love the other, or will follow one master and refuse to follow the other. You cannot serve both God and worldly riches.”  Matthew 6:19-24 (NCV)

Jesus again illustrates the idea of focus

Slave can’t really focus on making two masters happy

Let’s say brothers inherit a slave from their father
One brother gets the slave on the even days of the month 

The other brother gets the slave on the odd days of the month

The slave is torn and stressed trying to figure out which master to make “happy.”

In the end, the slave hates one of the brothers and loves the other brother

The slave will want to follow one of the brothers but doesn’t want anything to do with the other brother

In the same way a “Beatitude Disciple” can’t be a slave to God and a slave to wealth at the same time
The disciple will be torn and stressed trying to figure out whether to satisfy wealth or God

Eventually, the disciple will either love God and refuse to follow wealth or the disciple will love wealth and refuse to follow God

Drill down to Jesus point

A disciple, a “Beatitude Disciple” must give constant, deliberate and intentional focus to the issues of wealth

Motives, priorities, attitudes, underlying issues, thought patterns

Wealth and material items continually reach out to ensnare and wrap around a disciple’s life 

· Ivy

· Wisteria 

Constant attention to the insipid nature of wealth and material possessions

IS YOUR EYE GOOD OR IS YOUR EYE BAD?
Listen to Jesus’ brother James
“Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days.”

“Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.” (James 5:1-5 NIV)
If you and I are honest … this area --- wealth, money, possessions, getting, having, saving …
This is a big deal

As a “Beatitude Disciple” I need to pay as much attention to this as I do to anything else

Application for every day

You want your heart to be different direct your treasure – time and money to where you want your heart to be

You want your heart to be different towards your spouse, you kids

Towards the church

Towards Jesus

You and you alone have the power to change where you focus
You change your heart by where you direct your treasure
