Mountainside Discipleship

Matthew 7:15-20

Discerning False Prophets

The first week of January we began working line by line through Jesus’ first and longest teaching, ͞The Sermon on the 

Mount.

When Jesus taught the Sermon on the Mount, he only had four disciples and a crowd of people following Him. 

The Sermon on the Mount͟ is a detailed description of the expectations of a disciple of Jesus. 

We studied the Beatitudes …Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, peacemaker, meek.
Each of the “Beatitudes” describe the heart work that God wants to do in our life so that we can live like Rabbi Jesus in 

this world. 

After Jesus describes the heart work that he wants to do he paints and picture and teaches how it looks in everyday life. 

We’ve looked at Jesus’ expectations for his disciples regarding anger, adultery, lust, divorce, and keeping your word, 

animosity, hostility, and broken relationships, retaliation, getting even, pleasing God and not people, prayer, obedience, 

finances, possessions, wealth, worry and judging 

Last week we looked at what has been referred to for centuries as the Golden Rule. 

You probably know some rendition of the Golden Rule.

“Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you.”
“Treat others the way you want to be treated.”
We have two more weeks after today.

Today’s passage Jesus gives the first of at least 14 warnings about “false prophets.”
In ancient Israel a prophet was someone who foretold the future and who spoke directly for God.
By Jesus’ day a prophet was a teacher, speaker, an instructor in spiritual matters
The prophet didn’t necessarily foretell what was going to happen as much as spoke into a situation with supernatural insight … words from God.

Here’s what Jesus says:

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”

We don’t know who the “false prophets” were.

Jesus never identified them by name or category.

We know that there were wolves in sheep’s clothing, that were doing damage to the Jewish people.

Let’s look at this idea on the surface
Jesus is teaching from a few assumptions

1. There were true prophets who spoke with supernatural insight and … words from God.

2. There would be false prophets who appeared to have supernatural insight … words from God

a. If it were obvious who the “false prophets” were, they wouldn’t need to watch out.

i. Put up a “Caution Watchdog on Duty” – Assumption

The “false prophets” came in sheep’s clothing

They are ferocious – “dangerous” – what they say and do is dangerous

The danger is in their subtly 

They sound good, look good, talk good, know all the right things to say

But Jesus says: They are “dangerous”

In some of Jesus other warnings:  Twist the truth, mislead people, deceive people
“There are some very dangerous people who will become part of your group.  They will look like sheep, act like sheep and smell like sheep but they are really wolves.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer describes what to watch out for:

“There is someone standing by my side, who looks just like a member of the Church. He is a prophet and a preacher. He looks like a Christian, he talks and acts like one. But dark powers are mysteriously at work; it was those who sent him into our midst. . . . He may even be unconscious himself of what he is doing.”
Watch out for …

It’s funny that Jesus would take that approach

Be skeptical, keep watch, be on the look out, keep your ears and eyes open

Don’t trust people just because they look good, talk good and sound good

Characteristics of False Prophets

1. They claim to follow Jesus but are primarily concerned with personalities and fame.  Matthew 7:21
2. They are more concerned with what they can get than they are with God’s glory/honor.  2 Timothy 4:3-4

3. They teach and write about ideas even when those ideas contradict God’s Word. 1 John 4:6
4. They seek after and focus on the supernatural rather than obedience. Matthew 7:22-23
5. The supernatural becomes the authority for what is true not the Word.  Matthew 7:22-23
6. They appear to be righteous but are filled with greed.  Matthew 23:25

7. Their lives don’t match their words.  Matthew 23:27-28

Jesus: “Keep your eyes open and your antenna tuned in.”
The fact that there is truth and error, there are true prophets and false prophets is why I continually encourage you to read the Scriptures

The only way to discern what is wrong is to know what is right.
The only way to discern what is “error” is to know what is “true.”

If someone doesn’t know what is true or how to figure out what is true, then they can be convinced that something that is not false is true.

Illustrate
Any one of the ICA students that are 3 and 4 years old can be convinced that 2+2 = 5
They can be convinced of that until they learn how to determine if it is true.
Illustrate
Flat Earthers
Website #1
Website #2
Website #3
“The plane truth, they say, can be grasped in experiments that anyone can do at home. For instance, approach a large body of water and hold up a ruler to the horizon: it’s flat all the way across. What pond, lake, or sea have you ever seen where the surface of its waters curves? Another argument holds that, if Earth were truly spherical, an airplane flying above it would need to constantly adjust its nose downward to avoid flying straight into space. If, say, you flew on a plane and put a spirit level—one of those levels that you buy at the hardware store, with a capsule of liquid and an air bubble in the middle—on your tray table, the level should reveal a slight downward inclination. But it doesn’t: the level is level, the flight is level, the nose of the plane is level, and therefore the surface of Earth must be level.” New Yorker 

Plate – with a lid

People can be convinced to believe all kinds of stuff – even when the evidence says otherwise.

In the days before he was arrested and executed Jesus said
“Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many…. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you ahead of time.” Matthew 24:4-5; 24-25 (NIV)
There is only one way to know when something is not true and that is to know what is true.
Not only do you need to know what is true, but you need to know how to figure out how to figure out what is true.

The Apostle Paul was teaching in Berea

The Bereans listened to Paul, eager to learn and then they took out the scrolls of the OT and studied to see if what Paul was teaching was true

“Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” Acts 17:11 (NIV)
Illustrate
Talking to a woman who was trying to figure out why God wasn’t answering her prayers.
She concluded that maybe God wasn’t answering her prayers because she had been mad at God when she was a young woman. 
“Really? Do you really think that God is throwing a tantrum and refusing to answer your prayers because you were mad at Him almost 40 years ago?  Does that sound anything like the character of God?  Does that sound anything like the character revealed in Jesus?”

Verses from 2 weeks ago

“If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” Matthew 7:11 (NIV)
When you know the truth … you can detect what is a lie.
When you know that God is wise and kind and does what is right and what is rooted in love.

Then you know that God does what is best and what is right regardless of whether it seems fair or not.

There have been teachers in the last few decades that have taught that if you pray enough, with enough faith, with the correct words and formulas and, and, and, and, and 

Then God is obligated to give you what you ask for.

There is only one thing that God is obligated to do and that is to do what is wise, kind, right and rooted in love.
Unless you know what God is like, how holy God is, how different he is … you will be duped into thinking things that are not true.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah‬ ‭55:8-9‬ ‭ESV‬‬‬‬
“This is what the Lord says: “The wise must not brag about their wisdom. The strong men must not brag about their strength. The rich must not brag about their money. But if someone wants to brag, then let them brag about this: Let them brag that they learned to know me. Let them brag that they understand that I am the Lord, that I am kind and fair, and that I do good things on earth. I love this kind of bragging.” This message is from the Lord.” Jeremiah‬ ‭9:23-24‬ ‭ERV‬‬‬‬
Illustrate
When you have learned to know someone, their character, their actions, their attitudes, their ways

You know when someone accuses them of something, says something that doesn’t line up with what you know of them.

You think to yourself: “Something doesn’t sound right.”

Pastor Dareld – bumped into a man who began to say things about me flirting with women

Dareld: “I’ve worked with Matt since 1992 I’ve never seen or heard anything that could be construed as flirting.”

Dareld told me about it: “People who know me … know that is not me.  I’m not going to worry about it.”

When you know what someone is like, what someone does, how someone lives … you know when something isn’t true.

Let’s go on with Jesus’ teaching

“By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.” Matthew 7:15-20 (NIV)
Examine the fruit of their lives
Let me take you back to the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”

That’s the fruit … 

That’s the list of what you check … 

A disciple of Jesus will have the “Beatitudes” at work in their life
The “Beatitudes” describe the fruit that grows on the “Beatitude” tree of a disciple of Jesus
Do you wonder if the person is a true prophet or a false prophet?
Look at their fruit

· Do they admit that they are spiritual paupers?

· Do they grieve over their sin?

· Do that they admit that they are no better or more important than anyone else and that they will not use people?
· Do they want to do the right things in the right way with the right motives?

· Do they extend forgiveness and mercy?
· Do they want to do what God wants regardless of what it costs?

· Are they committed to living in peace, even with their enemies?

Any time they don’t live up to the “Beatitude” life
Do they run right back to Beatitude number one?
Illustrations
#1 - Brenda was recently at a conference listening to a speaker who said: “You don’t have to be kind to those with whom you disagree.”  

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness

#2 - I was astounded by a letter written by a man to Beth Moore and posted on social media

Venom, personal attacks … of her as a person

#3 - Letter from a person … telling me “What God has against me” 

I asked the person “Does your spouse know about the letter?  Does your spouse feel the same way?”

“Oh, no he doesn’t understand this kind of stuff.”

#4 - Met with a pastor – traveled to different churches – he would say things that were arrogant/boastful and then ask the sound person to edit what he said because the leaders in his home church wasn’t mature enough to understand what he was saying.

In each of those situations is all someone needed to do was look at the fruit and determine:
Is this how a spiritual pauper lives?

Are they grieving over their own sin?

Are they committed to showing mercy and living at peace?
Let me go back a few verses

Jesus is saying this:

“Our father in Heaven always treats people right.  If you who are evil know how to give good gifts … how much more does your father in Heaven give good gifts?  Therefore, treat others the way you would want to be treated, that’s what our Father does.

Enter through the narrow gate and take the narrow path, give good gifts to others and treat others the way that you want to be treated.  

Don’t listen to false prophets and teachers who want you to go through the wide gate and who want you to follow the wide path.”

Homework

Watch out … have your antennae tuned
That means that you must learn the truth … you must come to know God and his ways
Read the Bible, study the Bible, saturate yourself in the Bible

Examine what is taught 

Is it in keeping with the Scriptures?


Is it in keeping with the character and nature of God?

Examine and look for the Beatitudes in the lives of those who come speaking for God
